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The Good News for Today: The past doesn’t
set limits on now.

To view this service, please visit our YouTube channel.

Thank you for worshiping with St. John’s, where we are building a loving,
accepting community centered on growing in Christ.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness

Let us take a moment and confess our sins before God.
(moment of spoken or silent confession)

1 John 1.9 says that, “If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from everything that is not right.” By Christ’s authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Hymn: Beautiful Savior — ELW 841 (Red Book)

1 Beautiful Savior, 2 Fair are the meadows,
King of creation, fair are the woodlands,
Son of God and Son of Man! robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;
Truly I'd love thee, Jesus is fairer,
truly I'd serve thee, Jesus is purer,

light of my soul, my joy, my crown. he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.


https://www.youtube.com/@SJLCH

3 Fair is the sunshine, 4 Beautiful Savior,

fair is the moonlight, Lord of the nations,

bright the sparkling stars on high,; Son of God and Son of Man!
Jesus shines brighter, Glory and honor,

Jesus shines purer praise, adoration,

than all the angels in the sky. now and forevermore be thine!

Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Arr. Michael Brinkworth

Prayer of the Day

Let us Pray.... Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the
mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the
world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Scriptures

2 Kings 2:1-15

1 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I
will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were
in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will
take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said,
“As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to
Jericho. 5 The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to
him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he
answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

6 Then Eljjah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he
said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them
went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance
from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and
rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other,
and the two of them crossed on dry ground.

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I
am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your

spirit.” 1© He responded, “You have asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being
taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11 As they continued walking
and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah
ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father,



father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him,
he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

13 He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood
on the bank of the Jordan. 14 He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him and
struck the water. He said, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah? Where is he?” He
struck the water again, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and
Elisha crossed over.

15 When the company of prophets who were at Jericho saw him at a distance, they
declared, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” They came to meet him and bowed to the
ground before him.

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 50:1-6 (Read Responsively)

The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.

20ut of Zion, perfect in its beauty,
God shines forth in glory.

30ur God will come and will not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm.

4God calls the heavens and the earth from above
to witness the judgment of the people.

5“Gather before me my lloyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”

¢The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause,
for it is God who is judge.

2 Corinthians 4:3-6

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing
clearly the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do
not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves
for Jesus’s sake. ¢ For it is the God who said, “Light will shine out of darkness,” who has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Christ.

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Mark 9:2-9

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter:



Glory to you, O Lord.

2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes
became dazzling bright, such as no one on earth could brighten them. 4 And there
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” ¢ He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then
a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the
Beloved; listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with
them any more, but only Jesus.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — “PiCk Up the Mantle” — Pastor Bo Bannister

The Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s creation.

We pray for... (pastor will pray for these topics spontaneously)

the church universal, its ministry, and the mission of the gospel...
Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

for the well-being of creation...

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

for peace and justice in the world, the nations and those in authority, the community...



Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

for the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, lonely...

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit...

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

for St. John’s, for online viewers, and for special concerns...
Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

thanksgiving for the faithful departed may include those who recently have died and
those commemorated on the church’s calendar...

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.
Let us offer up prayers of our own hearts.
Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior, who taught us to pray, saying,

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

Closing Hymn: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light —
ELW 815 (Red Book)

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 2 I want to see the brightness of God.
I want to follow Jesus. I want to look at Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on
world. my path,
The star of my life is Jesus. and show me the way to the Father.
Refrain
Refrain
In him there is no darkness at all. 3 I'mlooking for the coming of Christ.
The night and the day are both alike. I want to be with Jesus.
The Lamb is the light of the city of When we have run with patience the
God. race,
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. we shall know the joy of Jesus.
Refrain

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934



Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration.
Arr. Michael Brinkworth

Benediction and Dismissal

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *+ give you peace.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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