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Second Sunday of Easter 
April 7, 2024 

Bulletin for Online Service 

The Good News for Today: It’s daytime; we 
need no longer be in the dark.  

 

To view this service, please visit our YouTube channel. 

Thank you for worshiping with St. John’s, where we are building a loving, 
accepting community centered on growing in Christ, and giving people a 
place to belong at any stage of their journey with God. 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/@SJLCH
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Hymn: Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds – ELW 367 (Red 

Book) 

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 
 in praise of love that still abounds: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
 Repeat their song of glory here: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

2 Eternal is the gift he brings, 
 therefore our heart with rapture 

sings: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Now still he comes to give us life 

 and by his presence stills all strife. 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 
 set heart and will on things above 
 that we conquer through your 

triumph; 
 grant grace sufficient for life's day 
 that by our lives we truly say: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

4 Adoring praises now we bring 

 and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 
 "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 
 Be to the Father, and our Lord, 
 to Spirit blest, most holy God, 
 all the glory, never ending! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. 
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Arr. Michael Brinkworth. 

Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray: 

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of 
Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and 
do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Scriptures 

Acts 4:32-35 
32 Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. 33 With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of 
what was sold. 35 They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any 
had need. 
The Word of the Lord, 
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 Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 133 (Read responsively) 

 1How good and how pleasant it is, 
  when kindred live together in unity! 

 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 
  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe. 

 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 
  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore. 

1 John 1:1 – 2:2 
1 We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the 
word of life— 2 this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it and declare to 
you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— 3 what we have 
seen and heard we also declare to you so that you also may have fellowship with us, and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing 
these things so that our joy may be complete. 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 
in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him while we 
are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in the light as 
he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, 
we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

2 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, 2 and 
he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world. 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

John 20:19-31 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
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be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered 
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in 
this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon – “Total Eclipse of the Heart” – Pastor Bo Bannister 

The Apostles’ Creed  
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 



5 

 

 

Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples, draw 
near to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed and we 
witness to your love. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers, and all 
growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend the soil and 
nurture plants into life. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters, paramedics, and 
other first responders to work for the well-being of communities and the dignity of every 
person, that no one may need to live in fear. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for justice, for 
an end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are fed and safe. We 
pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons, musicians, 
and other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy Week and Easter 
worship. Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of us to serve. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you especially 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and all whose lives have been given in faithfulness to the gospel. 
Grant us your peace amid our fears. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord, who taught us 
to pray, saying: 

The Lord's Prayer  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.   
Amen.  
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Hymn: We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight – WOV 675 (Purple 

Book)

1 We walk by faith and not by sight; 
 with gracious words draw near, 

O Christ, who spoke as none e’er 

spoke: 
 “My peace be with you here.” 

2 We may not touch your hands 
and side, 

 nor follow where you trod; 

 but in your promise we rejoice, 
 and cry, “My Lord and God!” 

3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 
 and may our faith abound 
 to call on you when you are near 

 and seek where you are found: 

4 That, when our life of faith is 
done, 

 in realms of clearer light 
 we may behold you as you are, 

 with full and endless sight. 

 

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt. 
Arr. Michael Brinkworth 

Benediction and Dismissal 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Bo Bannister 

pastorbo@sjlch.org 
Minister of Music: Michael Brinkworth 

Christian Education Director: Abigail Metheny 
Office Manager: Ashdon Bobbie 

Social Media Coordinator: Jess Flynn 
Media Coordinator: Bob Muller 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
505 N. York Road 

Hatboro, PA  19040 
215-675-2031 

office@sjlch.org 
www.sjlch.org 
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