1.5
L Bartalion

Volume 2, No. 26

WELCOME T0 LTC LYNCH

The officers and enlisted men of the
"Sykes' Regulars" wish to exiend their
welcome to Lientenant Colonel Gordon P,
Lynch, the new battalion cormander.

Southeast Asia is a familiar place to
LTC Lynch, This is the beginningof his
ninth year in the region, which includes
two previcus tours in Vietnam, He was
with the Capital Military Advisory Team
in Saigon six month prisr to coming to
luc Pho. During the period 1966=1967,
LTC Lynch served with the Division Chief
of Staff section and as a bgttalion eor-
ecutive officer for the First Division,

LTC Lynch has served in the Amny for
22 years, He was an enlisted man for
five years before receiving his commis-
sion at Officer's Candidate School inF%,
Benning, Georgia in 1953, He is also a
graduate of' thé Command and General
Staff College at Ft. Levenworth, Kansas,

Originally, LTC is a native of Mass=
achusetts, but his wife and four child-
ren currently reside is Fairfax, Virgi-
nia.

LTC Lynch assumed the cormand of the
battalion in a ceremony on the helicop~-
ter landing pad at LZ Bronco last week,
In his address he expressed high optom-
ism for the battalion's future. "I was
handed the Standard of what everyone be-
lieves to be the best battalion in the
fmerical Division. I intend to mut far-
th all my energy to insure the omntinu-
ation of its outstanding tradition of
achievement," said LTC Lynch.

"LTC Lynch did not disclese any imed-
iate plans for the battalion, however he
hinted about his concern to up-grade the
uniform standards of the soldiers,
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ALPHA 0O MEN DEFY
A L7 SNIFER FIRE
T0 SAVE EQ'IPMENT

Pinned-down by two MK L7 automatic ri-
fles, eight Alpha Company soldiers defiud
the threat of enemy bullets and rushed in-
to the open to retrieve valuable field e-
quimment before it was destroyed,

The first and third platoon was om
a sweeping operation in a thick mountain-
ous area almost 25 miles northwest of Mo
Iuc near Laos to engage the 25th NVA Reg-
iment, Intelligence revealed that a reg-
iment commander and five battalion com-
manders were in the area,

The men advanced into a deep valleyr
to search an area that looked like an en-
eny basecamp, They found corn, rice an.
potatoes growing in the irmediate area,
but no recent signs of huiman inhabitatioc::
They then decided to trke a break and get
some water from a nearby stream. A peri~-
meter was set-up for security before sev-
en men proceeded to the stream to fill-u;
canteens, - (Contimued page 3)
PN R R PR

BRAVO ('S PACIFICATION FROGR/M
IS OFF T0 A (®OD ST/RT IN NEW &0

Vietnamization in the Quang Ngai Pre
vince of the I Corp area is becoming a re:
elity due to the pacificstion operations
of Bravo Company. They recently tock a
"giant step" and extended their highly
successful pacification program north nes.
Quang Ngai City to force ths loc:l enemy
guerrillas to relinquish their fcothold
on the area. (Continucd page &)
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TIME TO LISTEN

The first part of the democratic elec-
tion process is the nomination of candi=-
dates. In many states the process isstill
going on, with some states scheduling pri-
maries as late as October,

Within the two major parties--- and im
“smaller ones as well---men and women are
cumpeting for the right to represent ‘their
party and receive its backing in the gen-
eral election November 3.

Campaigns for nominatisns are intended
to give each citizen lots of facts about a
candidate seeking votes, Each candidate in-
sures that his good points and his views
on public issues get pulicity, Rivals usu-
ally air each other's weaknesses,

Now is an excellent timz for servieemen
to get the picture of the people who will
be running for office in November., Mewspa-
pers, magazines and radios ere reporting
their actions and statements on public is~
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RECORD NUMBER

USING G.I. BILL

Nearly 817,000 persons were training
I under Veterans Administration programs
in April—the most for any month since
the current G.I. Bill went into effect
June 1, 1966.

. The April figure was a 35 per Gent in-
creadge-over the same month a year ago,
and- seven per cent higher than the
764,000 peak reached under the Korean
conflict G,I. Bill at the end of March
"1957, VA officials said,

1-  They also reported a substantial in-
crease in apprenticeship and on-the-job
training programs, These categories

- jumped 73 per cent—from 45,000 in April
of last year, to 78,000 in April this
year.

. Mmost €0 per cent of the 817,000 in
training at the end of April were in in-

sues. Read, listen and ramember!

Above all, keep in mind that the bestin-

firned serviseman in the world won't be
able to cast a vote if he is not eligible,
So find out what the candidates stand for,

make sure you meet your state's voting re—
quirements and secure your absentee ballot;

then you'll be prepared to exercise one of
your most precious rights Novenber 3,

Foar monpartisan information about can—
didates and issues write to League of Wom=
a1 Votors of the U.S.A. , 1730 M Steet ,
Washington, D.C. 20036,

stitutions of high learning,
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Alpha Co Men Defy contimed..

Suddenly, two enemy guerrillas began sniping at them fram lofty positions
both sides of the valley and had them in a cross-fire,

at
The soldiers scurried for —

cover from the in-coming rounds, tut left some of the packs and a rodio exposed to

the enemy fire. The XK 47 rounds kept comin
cording to 1LT Danny Richards (Monroe, Mich,
SGT Ron McGraw (Manchester, Ia.) led his |
two M&O teams, consisting of Pat Smith (Sis - |
terville, W, Va,), "Big John" Bechtell (San |
Jose, @l,), Gary Baty (San Angelo, Texas)and ||
Dhane "Tex" Coulter (Denison, Texas), out to
the flanks to put down defensive fire,
As the machineguns began fir*ng, SP4 Cal- |
vin Wedgeworth (Ft., Worth, Texas) and ths pla- ||
* toon sergeant from the first platpon, James [ ||
Frame (Dunbar, W. Va,), derted-out 30 meters |
from their positions to secure.the_squipment, |
Wedgeworth grabbed some packs while Frame at-—
tempted to get a PR 25 radio so they could |
call-in supporting fire, Frame was forced

“Tack-two times by a barrage of enemy tullets,
ut succeeded on his third attempt,

The terraine prevented the Jungle Warriors
from mzking effective ommunicstions so they |
withdrew from the area by using fire and move-
ment, They #ound a path on the other side of
the valley and returned safely to their day
laager position,

PT John P, Grice (Vieksturg, Miss), the
campany cammander, said, "The company did an
outstending job and the men did  evetything
they could to get the job done. I think the
leaders and men displayed a lot of profession-|

alism on our recent operation in the muntaim"
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STANLEY RESOR PRESENTS
SILVER STAiR TO EOMBZI

The Secretary of the Army, Stanley Resor,
personally pinned the Silver Star for Valoron |
El;;amﬂon_lpany's SGT Mike L. Bombei (Iowa City,

. ring a ceremony on the landi
LZ LIZ, ® Y s anae

SGT Bombei was awsrded the Silver Star for
assanlting an enemy position three times ear- |
lier this year, l

Stanley Resor was making a tour of fire
support bases at the time and wss accompanied
by Lieutenant General James W, Sutherland Jr,,|
cammarder of the 24th Corp, and Americal Div- |
ision Commander, Major General Albert E, Mil- b
loy. They stayed at LZ LIZ for an hour and
then flew on to Chu Lai,

in
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. ped Conover in the head,
y sore head and a reinjured foot,

at the rate of 15 per volley, ac--

ALPHA'S SSG CONOVER

QOES . "AIREDRNE";

THEN TO 9Ist EVAC

SSG Chuck Conover (Loogootee,
Ind.) doesn't even have his jump
wings, but apparently he has as

! much. Jdrborne Zeal as anyone and..

perhaps more because he does his:
Jjumping without a parachute, At

| Lleast that was the case Iast week

when he hopped-off an inbound re-

-gupply helicopter when it was hov-

ering 0 feet above the ground,

. Conover was returning to duty
after nursing an injured foot in
the rear, When the chopper came
to its location it stopped and
hovered before landing. Conover
apparently thought that it was't
going to land so he tossed his
pack out and jumped to the ground
Seconds later, the helicopter
glided to the ground and the oth-
er pagsengers walked out Iooking
at Conover and shaking their heads
in wonder. :

i half hour later the company
had to inch their way down a 90
degree bank while clinging toel-
gphant grass. The men tumbled
their packs down first to allow
for maneuverability and to light-
en the load., It just wasn't Con-
over's day because the root that
he was. holding broke and he boun-

' ced and flipped down the steep

bark, Then, from cut of nowhere,
a pack came flying down and btop-
With a

Conover was dusted-off to the 9lst
Evac,

"That's getting sham-time the
hard way," chudcled "Top" Lowery,
K pha Company's First Sergeant.



(Bravo Company Pacification mntinnad..)

Campany B recently completed their pilot pacification program on Highway One
near Duc Pho where they accomplished their mission of denying the enemy access to
food, supplies, manpower and intelligence. They extensively worked 'with sand
trained Popular «nd Regional Victnrmese forces to conduct self-sustained opera-
tions, Company B's pacification efforts in the Ouang Ngai City area have thus
far been as prolific as they were in the first program, Their new aresr of opur—
ations is BO square kilometers and has a population of 40,000, Their previous
0 was &, square kilometers and had a civilisn populstion of roughly 10,000,

"The local civilians are still hesitant to accept ocur porgram Lecause they
don't realize that we arc here to stay until our job is completed, " said @T
Arthur E, Parker III ( Yarmouth, Mass.), the company commander, "Their confi-
dence in us is progressing each day, which is evidenced bv the moperaticn we
have had with the Volunteer Informont Program (VIP). In the first 13 days herc,
the people have brought 30-f0mm VC mortar rounds, one 105 Howitzer round, two
Chicam grenades end valuable enemy information to cur compound, The plan for
the future is to upgrade thz hamlets in the =re2a in conjunction with a landeclear-
ing.operation that will provide homes for 8,000 war regugees," L

CpEny B has five sami-permancnt -pesitions.-dispersed within the area_ and
six mobile force units operating day and night to secure the area., To date,thsy
have killed three VC, detained six and onfiscated seversl items of enemy oquip-
ment, which includes one /K 47 rifle and a small cache of rice., They have also
uncovered 20 booby traps ranging in size from a Chicaom grenade to &mm mortar
rounds in groups of three,

Company B is combining Medcops and psychological operations to demonstrate
their altruistic intentions, One !edcap operation is on a daily basis in a com—
pound near Highway One where SP4 Kenneth Washington and a Vietnamese nurse have
treated over LOO patients in the first two weeks, The other Medcap unit is a
mobile aew that operates in various parts of the area where civilians need med-
ical attention, Last Monday SPL Victor Koncikowski (Buffalo, N,Y.) and SPL Felix
Johnson (Westport, Miss,) treated 87 patients in a two hour period,

Psychological operations, coordinated by 1LT Thomas Hlake (Columbia, S.C.)
are confucted daily. Some of the methods used are handing out pamphlets, mobile
pablic address systams and an "EARLY WORD" airplane from De Nang, which inform
the people of /merican efforts in the area,

A unique feature of the psychological program is the Armed Propaganda Team
(APT) consisting of a squad of seven Chieu Hois, These men are brought to var-
ious units in the battalion at the request of a campany's commander, "Their
mission is strictly psychological and they are not a cambat fighting unit," said
1LT Hake. "So far they have done an cutstaniling job for us, We bring these
men out to an area where we have specific names of enemy personnel or when we
have some VC cornered and then they broaicast to their former comrades and pur-
suade them to surrender, CPT Parker recently used one of these teams and was
pleased with the performance they gave." YRAL S UDWRILY <o
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THE BATTALION WELCOMES CHAPLAIN ROBERT F. BRENNEMAN

The new battalion chaplain is Chaplain (CPT) Robert T, Brenneman, a United Meth-
¢dist clergyran for the past twelve years. His wife and three children reside. in
Quak ertown ,Pennsyvania, His militery gervice began in 1948 with the 82nd firborne
Division, He was an enginger in the Korean conflict, His last tour »f duty was
with the Corrective Treatment Branch of the USAREUR Sfockade in Mannheim, Gormeny,

4 temporary shortags of chaplains will require that he also serve tho Lth Ba of
the 3rd Inf during July and /ugusts His goal is %o provide services far every unif
in the battlion once each wesk. Transportation difficulties snd widespread noturc
of the operations make this unlikely while covering two battalions, however,tut
hopefully will be met.when the area coverage problem subsides, . ;

Units experiencing chaplain~typs prablems are requested to notify Chaplain Bren-
neman at the earliest opportunity. /s time goes on, and if the situation permits,
every effort will -be made to develop the Commander's religicis program to include
religinus discussion groups, contemporary programs, retreats and self-help projects
for the indigenous population,

Baptism is alsways possible for thnse who desire it, Communinon will be sarved
approximetely cnce each manth. Treparation for Church membership will be available
:: the -time and circumstences allow, WNew Testamemts snd litermture are usunTly om

nd,
~ Personnel shhuld be aware that there 1s only ohe Romen Catholie chaplain in the
entire brigade, and that it is physically impossible for him to esver all the urits

as he would like,
THUGHTS FOR THE DAY

* What you are is Gad's gift to you, What you make of yourself is your gift to him

* From the time an infant first puts his tcee in his mouth, life is a struggle to
make both ends meet,

* Some.men are.like eggs: too .full of themselves to hold anything else,

# It is safer to have a.clever enemy than a stupid friend,
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MEDIHC NOwW IN‘ 25 STATES

o Department of Defense officials report  MEDIHC (Military Experience Directed In--
that 25 staf.es are now narticipating fully _to Health Careers) was started in Texas,
in MEDIHC, the program that muides depart- The other states are:

ing servicemen and wamen into civilian Alabama Montona
health centers. Arkansas Habrﬂ.s.l‘:a
Through MEDIHC, qualified enlisted men California New Hampshire
and.wmen with less than 90 days left on Colorade New Jersey
active dut.}r dre referred to educators and Connecticut New E’cr}-u-l
employers in civilian health fields. Florida North Dekota
The program i# administered within the Idgho Oklahema
frgmewnrk of the Project Transition program  Indiana Pennsvlvania
which operates at more than 200 militay Iowa Rhode Island
installations in the United States. Per- Louisiana Terme:ssae_
sonnglinterested should visit their local Maine Utah
Project ‘Transition office in the U.S. Missouri Virginia
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DELTA 0O SQUAD
GETS RPG ROUNDS

Loczl VC guédrillas won't be thinking
twice about surrendering if they find out
a certain six-wan Delta Company squad  is
in the area,

Earlier this wesk the first squad of
the first platoon, consisting of SGT Wil-
liam Kalua (Kealeakakua, Haw.), SGT Stev-
en Lintl (Prare du Sac, Wis.), PFC Willi-
am Hamilton Jr. {Thornten, Col,),PFC John
Halliburton (Marshall, Texas),SPL William
Kirch (Wyndow, Kan.) and FVT Larry Reeder
(Russell Springs, Ky.), accountel for six
KIA's in a span of three days.

On ona of their operations they sprung
a day ambush that nettei four VC KIA'sand
two RPG rounds, plus an RPG-launching si-
ght, The men concealed themselves in a2
cane field for two hours before the VC
passed by the ambush site,

Two nights before, they connected with
their night ambush where they eliminated
two puerrillaas,
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BRAVO 00 SOLDIERS
BT VC MORTAR ROUNDS

The Volunteer Informant Program (VIP),
in which eivilisns are paid for enemy
ardnaneces and information they turn over
to. /merican scldiers, is starting to%tlos-
som into the GI life insurance policy it
was designed to be five months ago,

This wadk Vietnamese boys in Conpan y
B's A0 have been meticulously searching
for VC ordnances in hopes of getting ex—
tra spending money, In two days,a group
of boys brought eleven VC &dm mortar
rounds to a PBravo Company day laager pos-—
ition,

SPL Ken Robinson (Richmond, Cal,),SPL
John Moore (Parkersturg, W, Va,), & Rich-
ard Walters (Syraamse, N.Y.) and SCT Glem
Hartley (Jacksonville, Fla.) purchased
the rounds with VIP funds on Highway One,

"The "going-rate" for a &mm round is
250 piasters ($2,12), tut I'd give a kid
& thousand piasters out of my own pocket
if a kid came up to me and said, 'Hey GI,
vou want to huy mortar round?',"sald ST4
Ken Robinson, "You might be saving some
guy's life, Just think what those mor-
tar rounds could have done if they came
in here!"

The chief coordinator for the bettal-
ion A0 is 1LT Thomas Blake (Columbia,SC)
1LT Hlake-said that the program has been
making tremendous progress in our-areas,-
Last April the program was paying: about
LOOO piasters per month, tut now the -VIP
fund is paying in excess of 10,000 pias-
ters per month, He urges that all the
men in our area be mnscious of the pre-
gram and try to encourage the- t.'-l\':l.llz""-nﬁ
to take part, : Foo

F JENINGS IS NCO OF THE WEE{ .

BGTI Steve Jennings of the 2nd smad,
2nd platoon in Delta Co has been chosen.
as Sykes'!'-Regulars NOD of the Wedk, = -

-Jennings will DRROS in two weeks and
return to his home in Lanesfield, Ohio
for'a leave, Jennings plans to atbend .
Ohio State-University amd major ir bas-
iness administration when he -completes
his two-year service obligation, -

.
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Q—Can & Vveteran whose VA bene-

fits have besn forfcited apnly
for reinstatement of thoss ben:

efits?

h-=Yes, he may apply for a pre
idential pardon which, if grente:
may again entitle him to VA bene-
fits for which he is eligible,

Q--I have an uncle who is a ve’
eran of World War I who desires
domicilary care. Does theVAhav-
these institutions?

A--Yes, the VA has 16 of thee>
institutions, /ny VA office will
help your uncle file an applica-
tion,

2-~I1 am the daughter of a vet-
gran who died of service-connect
ed disability, Having completed
high school, I would now like tc
apply for VA educational assist-
ance, 1 understand that the VA
provides counseling, and I would
appreciate such assistance to hel
me decide on a suitable educatiar
al or vocational goal., Will the
VA provide this courseling with
out cost to me?

A—Yes, The VA will provide -
professional counselor to halp
you decide upon an educational
vocational goal. This cnunseli
will be at no cost to you and i
required for an eligible child
befnre approval of an initial
course, re—entrance after discon.
tinuance of a vrogram, or chang
of mrogram,

Q—If I name my father as ben
ficiary of my National Service
Life Insurance policy or U.S5.%
errment Life Insurance policy o
later marry, is my wife autamai
ally my beneficlawy?

A--No, Written notice of oar
beneficiary change, signed v *
insured, must be given to the V

Q-=Are repossed VA homes lim:
ed just to veterans?

i=—-No., Anyone who is qualifi
may purchase these hames-—vetc
ans or nonvetarans,



