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CAMP SCHEDULE  
 2024 SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULE 

    

 Elementary Camp     June 13-14       $ 100*       $  50 

 PreTeen (4th-5th Grade)    June 9-12       $ 200*       $ 100 

 Junior High  (6th-8th Grade)    June 16-21       $ 250*       $ 125 

 High School Camp  (9th-12th Gr)    June 2-7       $ 250*       $ 125 

(1st-3rd Gr) 

CAMP DATES CAMPER SPONSOR 

* Discount for registering by May 1st, late fee added after May 15th, and no guarantee of 

a camp t-shirt. Church pays 1/3 of discounted or regular camp tuition for members (not 

including any late fees). Talk to David or Courtney for more info.  Find out what you will 

owe upon registering online at www.campsooner.com.  

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

...continues 
through May  
to help Camp 
Sooner pre-
pare for their 
Summer Camp season starting in June. 
This year, they have asked us to collect 
napkins and 12-oz cans of Coke (only regu-
lar Coca Cola please, other churches have 
been asked to provide other flavors and 
diet versions).  There is a box in the foyer 
for your donations.  We will collect these 
items through the month of May.  Thank 
you!! for helping the Camp in this way!  

POUND 

Our Vision Statement:  Newcastle Christian Church strives to be a community of   

believers eager to tell people about Jesus. 

May 12, 9:30 am 
Come at 9:30 to enjoy a hot 

breakfast prepared and served by 
our wonderful gentlemen.  You are 

invited if you are a mother, a 
grandmother, a future mother, an adopted mother, a 

fur-baby mother, a mother figure, or you had a mother 
(and you’re female).  Bring your daughters and moms 

and neighbors and friends.  Free meal, Free gift,      
Mother’s Day games, and door prizes, and best of all, 

the sister-shipping together! 

Sunday, May 19 
On Sunday, May 19th, we will  honor and celebrate our 
graduates from high school and college.  If you know of 
anyone not listed here, please let the office know. 
 

Hayden Archey—Newcastle High School 

GRADUATION SUNDAY 

ODD month + 3rd Friday = 
Game Night at NCC!!!         

May 17th! 
At 6:00pm we’ll have tacos 
and play BINGO, with priz-
es! Come on over and bring 
your friends, family, and a 
dessert to share!  Also, 

bring a couple Dollar Store 
specials for prizes. 

ODD 3 FRIDAY 

We’re making Fleece 

Blankets for Hospice, or 

you may work on your 

own project. 

& 



                    5 Christian 
       Distinctions 

 

Tim Keller, one of my favorite authors/preachers wrote an article in 2020 called, “5 Features That Made the 

Early Church Unique”. This is a large excerpt of it. 

In the first three centuries, Christians were persecuted more than any other religious group. Because they re-

fused to honor other gods or worship the emperor, they were seen as too exclusive, too narrow, and a threat to 

the social order. 

So why, if Christians were seen as offensive and were excluded from circles of influence and business and 

often put to death, did anyone become a Christian? Larry Hurtado explores this question in two books, Why 

on Earth Did Anyone Become a Christian in the First Three Centuries? and Destroyer of the gods: Early 

Christian Distinctiveness in the Roman World. 

One main reason, Hurtado explains, was that the Christian church was a unique “social project.” They were a 

contrast community, a counterculture that was both offensive and yet also attractive to many. 

But what made the Christian community so different? 

New Identity 

Hurtado points out that the basis for this unusual social project was the unique religious identity of Christians. 

Before Christianity, there was no distinct “religious identity,” since your religion was simply an aspect of 

your ethnic or national identity. If you were from this city, or from this tribe, or from this nation, you wor-

shiped the gods of that city, tribe, or people. Your religion was basically assigned to you. 

Christianity brought into human thought for the first time the concept that you chose your religion, regardless 

of your race and class. Christianity also radically asserted that your faith in Christ became your new, deepest 

identity, while at the same time not effacing or wiping out your race, class, and gender. Instead, your relation-

ship to Christ demoted them to second place. This meant, to the shock of Roman society, that all Christians—

whether slave, free, or highborn, or whatever their race and nationality—were now equal in Christ (Gal. 3:26–

29). This was a radical challenge to the entrenched social structure and divisions of Roman society, and from 

it flowed at least five unique features. 

1. The early church was multi-racial and experienced a unity across ethnic boundaries that was star-

tling. 

See the description of the leadership of the Antioch church as just one example (Acts 13). Throughout the 

book of Acts we see a remarkable unity between people of different races. Ephesians 2 is testimony to the im-

portance of racial reconciliation as a fruit of the gospel among Christians. 

2. The early church was a community of forgiveness and reconciliation. 

As we have said, Christians were often excluded and criticized, but they were also actively persecuted, im-
prisoned, attacked, and killed. Nevertheless, Christians taught forgiveness and withheld retaliation against op-
ponents. In a shame-and-honor culture in which vengeance was expected, this was unheard of. Christians did-

n’t ridicule or taunt their opponents, let alone repay them with violence. 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/what-we-need-to-learn-from-early-church/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/what-we-need-to-learn-from-early-church/
https://www.amazon.com/Christian-Centuries-Marquette-Theology-Lecture/dp/1626005044/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.amazon.com/Christian-Centuries-Marquette-Theology-Lecture/dp/1626005044/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.amazon.com/Destroyer-gods-Early-Christian-Distinctiveness/dp/1481304739/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.amazon.com/Destroyer-gods-Early-Christian-Distinctiveness/dp/1481304739/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.esv.org/verses/Acts%2013/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ephesians%202/


3. The early church was famous for its hospitality to the poor and the suffering. 

While it was expected to care for the poor of one’s family or tribe, Christians’ “promiscuous” help given 

to all poor—even of other races and religions, as taught in Jesus’s parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 

10:25–37)—was unprecedented. (See Gary Ferngren’s essay “The Incarnation and Early Christian Philan-

thropy.”) During the urban plagues, Christians characteristically didn’t flee the cities but stayed and cared 

for the sick and dying of all groups, often at the cost of their own lives. 

4. It was a community committed to the sanctity of life. 

It wasn’t simply that Christians opposed abortion. Abortion was dangerous and relatively rare. A more 

common practice was called “infant exposure.” Unwanted infants were literally thrown onto garbage 

heaps, to either die or be taken by traders into slavery and prostitution. Christians saved the infants and 

took them in. 

5. It was a sexual counterculture. 

Roman culture insisted that married women of social status abstain from sex outside of marriage, but it 

was expected that men (even married men) would have sex with people lower on the status ladder—

slaves, prostitutes, and children. This wasn’t only allowed; it was regarded as unavoidable. This was in 

part because sex in that culture was always considered an expression of one’s social status. Sex was main-

ly seen as a mere physical appetite that was irresistible. 

Christians’ sexual norms were different, of course. The church forbade any sex outside of heterosexual 

marriage. But the older, seemingly more “liberated” pagan sexual practices eventually gave way to stricter 

Christian norms, since the “deeper logic” of Christian sexuality was so different. It saw sex not just as an 

appetite but as a way to give oneself wholly to another and, in so doing, imitate and connect to the God 

who gave himself in Christ. It also was more egalitarian, treating all people as equal and rejecting the dou-

ble standards of gender and social status. Finally, Christianity saw sexual self-control as an exercise of hu-

man freedom, a testimony that we aren’t mere pawns of our desires or fate (see From Shame to Sin: The 

Christian Transformation of Sexual Morality in Late Antiquity). 

Loving Challenge 

It was because the early church didn’t fit in with its surrounding culture, but rather challenged it in love, 

that Christianity eventually had such an effect on it. 

Could essentially the same social project have a similar effect if it were carried out today? 

 

          From My Heart, 

 

https://www.esv.org/verses/Luke%2010%3A25%E2%80%9337/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Luke%2010%3A25%E2%80%9337/
http://www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2016/12/16/4593446.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2016/12/16/4593446.htm
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/first-sexual-revolution-triumph-christian-morality-roman-empire/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/first-sexual-revolution-triumph-christian-morality-roman-empire/






2200 North Main Street  Newcastle, OK     73065   

 Sunday 
Sunday School        9:30-10:15am 
Worship Service            10:30 am 
Youth Group                   5:30 pm 

 
Wednesday     

Dinner @ 5:30 
Bible Studies 6:30 pm 

 

Church Office: 

 Phone: 405-387-4100 
 Fax:      405-387-2399 
  Website:  nccok.com  

 Email: ncc@nccok.com 

Office Hours 

    Monday-Friday 9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Staff 

Billy Collier, Minister 
billy@nccok.com 

David Martinez, Youth Minister 
dmar4x@gmail.com 

Courtney Loveless-Children’s Direc-
tor/Preschool Director 

ncccastlekids@outlook.com 

Cheryl Millican, Ellen Storey,  
Secretaries 

ncc@nccok.com 

Elders 

Rick DeWeese 
Garland Hawkins 

Deacons 
Alan Allison 

Travis Cotten 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

 Important Dates in MAY 
1—Wed. dinner & Bible Study 
5:30 pm 
7—Last Ladies Bible Study for 
spring session 10 am 
8—Wed. dinner & Bible Study 
5:30 pm 
10—Food Pantry 9-10:30 
12—Mother’s Day brunch 
9:30 
15—Wed. dinner & Bible 
Study 5:30 pm 
17—Odd-3 Game Night 6:00 
18—Ladies Craft time 9-noon 
19—Grad Sunday 
22—”Last Supper” & Bible 
Study 5:30 pm 
27—Memorial Day 

Submit prayer requests 
to the church office any-
time.  They will be added 

to the weekly list, 
emailed out each week, 
or emailed immediately 

if its urgent. 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

   

     

Rick 
DeWeese 

Neil         
Newcomb 

Gary Pitzer 
David         
Martinez 

 

5/5     5/12 5/19       5/26   N/A 

 

Offering plates are passed each Sunday, or you may use the giv-
ing box in the foyer for your checks or cash (in an envelope 
please).  Giving is also available through the church website at 
www.nccok.com on any of your devices.   If you need help, just 

call the church office.   

Last Sunday of the month—watch for info 

 
FOOD PANTRY 

MAY Donation 
Item: 

NCC PANTRY 

The more food we donate, the 
less has to be purchased by the 

ministry.  THANK YOU!! 

Canned green 
beans 


