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General Flag Display 

It is the universal custom to display the American flag only from sunrise to sunset on 
buildings and on stationary flagstaffs in the open. However, when a patriotic effect is desired, 
the flag may be displayed twenty-four hours a day if properly illuminated during the hours of 
darkness. 

The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously. 
1. When displayed either horizontally or vertically against a 
wall, the union should be uppermost and to the flag’s own 
right, that is, to the observer’s left. When displayed in a 
window, the American flag should be displayed in the same 
way, with the union or blue field to the left of the observer in 
the street. No other flag or pennant should be placed above, 
or, if on the same level, to the right of the flag of the United 

States of America, except during church services conducted by naval chaplains at sea…for 
personnel of the Navy…when the church pennant may be flown above the flag. 
No person shall display the flag of the United Nations of any other national of international 
flag equal, above, or in a position of superior prominence or honor to, or in place of, the flag of 
the United States at any place within the United States or any Territory of possession thereof; 
provided, that nothing in this section shall make unlawful the continuance of the practice 
heretofore followed of displaying the flag of the United Nations in a positions of equal 
prominence of honor, and other national flags in positions of equal prominence or honor, with 
that of the flag of the United States at the headquarters of the United Nations. 

2 OTHER FLAGS ON SAME 
HALYARD – When flags of 
states, cities, or localities, or 
pennants of societies are flown 
on the same halyard with the 
US flag, the US flag should 
always be at the peak. When 
the flags are flown from 

adjacent flagpoles, the US flag should be hoisted first and lowered last. No such flag or 
pennant may be placed above the US flag, or to the right of the US flag   

3. When the flags are flown from adjacent staffs, the American flag should be jousted first 
and lowered last. No such flag or pennant may be placed above the flag of the United States 
or to the right of the United States flag. 

 
4. The American flag, when it is displayed with another flag against a wall 
from crossed staffs, should be on the right, the flag’s own right, and its 
staff should be in front of the staff of the other flag.  

5. When flags of two of more nations are displayed, they are to be flown 
from separate staffs of the same height. The flags should be of 
approximately equal size. International usage forbids the display of the 
flag of one nation above that of another nation in time of peace. 

 

 

http://www.aflag.com/American_Flags/
http://www.aflag.com/Flagpoles
http://www.aflag.com/American_Flags/
http://www.aflag.com/American_Flags/
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By order of the President, the flag shall be flown at half-staff upon the death of principal 
figures of the United States Government and the Governor of the State, territory or 
possession, as a mark of respect to their memory. 
In the event of the death of other officials of foreign dignitaries, the flag is to be displayed at 
half-staff according to presidential instructions of orders.  Flags flown on poles affixed to a 
home or building are not to be flown at half-staff but a memorial streamer can be affixed to the 
top of the flagpole to signify half-staff. 

7. CASKET – When the flag is used to cover a casket, the union (blue field of stars) 
is at the head and over the left shoulder (of the deceased). The flag should not be 
lowered into the grave or allowed to touch the ground. 

8. OVER A STREET – When the flag is displayed over the middle of the 
street, it should be suspended vertically with the union (blue field of stars) 
to the north over an east-west street, or to the east over a north-south 
street. 

9. What Is the Proper Method of Disposal for the flag?  

 A U.S. flag should be retired when it is ripped, faded, frayed or otherwise unserviceable as 
an emblem of the country. Though U.S. Code does not provide specific details on methods of 
destroying unserviceable flags, the American Legion developed its own ceremony to destroy 
flags respectfully through burning. Some chapters of the American Legion, VFW, Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts accept public donations of damaged flags for retirement ceremonies.  

Individuals are also permitted to dispose of their own flags privately. Though there is 
no legal penalty for improper disposal of the flag, groups such as the American Legion 
consider improper disposal disrespectful.  Contact your local American Legion or 
VFW, they usually allow you to drop off a flag and hold it until they conduct a formal 
retirement of the colors. 

Half-Staff 
We provide an email alert service of when to fly your American flag 
at half-mast. 

The flag, when flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the peak 
for an instant and then lowered to the half-staff position. The flag 
should be again raised to the peak before it is lowered for the day.  
Days the American flag should be flown at half-staff: 

6.When used on a speaker’s platform, the flag, if displayed flat, should be 
displayed above and behind the speaker. When displayed from a staff in a 
church or public auditorium, the flag of the United States of America should 
hold the position of superior prominence, in advance of the audience. Any 
other flag so displayed should be placed on the left of the clergyman or 
speaker of the right of the audience. 

 

http://halfstaff.org/
http://halfstaff.org/

