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Executive Summary (Bottom Up Front) 

● The Heart of Conflict: Modern-day Middle East conflicts are a complex tangle of historical 
grievances, cultural tensions, and clashes over resources. Many strategies for peace have 
failed. 

● The Power of the Folktale: Folktales are universal. They speak to the shared parts of our 
humanity through simple stories with profound messages. 

● A Folktale for the Middle East: Our story proposes a solution rooted in common folklore 
traditions of the region. Characters demonstrate potential pathways towards respect, 
cooperation, and shared prosperity. 

The Wisdom of the Well: A Folktale for the Modern Middle East 

Key Themes 

● Shared Resources: Water, precious in the desert, highlights our interdependency, no 
matter our differences. 

● Generosity over Greed: A simple act of kindness sparks change, showing how sharing 
leads to greater benefit than hoarding. 

● Intergenerational Communication: Respecting our past while acknowledging the needs of 
the future. 
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The Wisdom Well



In the sun-baked land of ancient rivers and whispered legends, the village of Alara thrived near 
a crystal-clear well. Yet, tensions ran as deep as the well itself. Two families, the Rashids and 
the Habibs, nursed a feud passed down for generations, its origins lost in the sands of time. 

Young Tariq Rashid, thirst burning his throat, ventured to the well under the scorching noon sun. 
As he lowered his bucket, he gasped. A young girl, Leena Habib, was already there, her rope 
tangled in his own. Anger surged in him, ready to erupt in the age-old quarrel. 

Leena saw the fire in his eyes but spoke softly, "The well gives enough for us both. If we work 
together, the task will be easier." Wariness hung in the desert air, but Tariq found himself 
grudgingly untangling the ropes. In the shared work, silence fell between them, broken only by 
the splash of water. 

That evening, Leena offered a few sweet dates and a shy smile to Tariq as he fetched water. 
Something sparked...something beyond the generations of enmity. The next day, Tariq brought 
wood to mend Leena's aging water jug. The act was seen, murmurs rippled through the village, 
yet in the young people's eyes, they saw a different future. 

Their elders raged and plotted, but a change rippled outward. Other villagers, weary of conflict, 
performed small acts of aid across the divide. Old grievances stubbornly persisted, yet 
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Tariq and Leena face a common problem as the village looks upon them.



something was shifting. 
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Weary villagers begin to discuss better ways to coexist.

The drought came.



Then came the great drought. Crops withered. Desperate whispers started of one family 
blaming the other, calling it a curse. Leena and Tariq, now bound by a fragile friendship, met 
amidst the dunes. 

"A story...," whispered Leena, "my grandmother told of a spring hidden by our ancestors, to be  

revealed only if our people united to face a great hardship." They knew it was a long shot, yet 
they went to the elders, pleading their case. 

Grudgingly, the families ventured with picks and shovels into the burning sands. Days turned 
into nights. Exhaustion threatened to defeat them when Tariq's pickaxe clanged against buried 
stone. They uncovered an ancient water channel, dry for eons, yet with clear signs of an 
underground spring. 

Together, they labored, old disputes giving way to the rhythm of work and shared need. And, 
from the rock, came a trickle...then a flow. Their shouts echoed joyously into the parched skies. 
Lush grasses emerged, trade rekindled, and Alara found prosperity unlike any it had ever 
known. 
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Tariq’s brother and his wife in the drought



The Message 

Our tale may be simple, but its wisdom can illuminate solutions in modern times: 

● Resource sharing is mutually beneficial. 
● Small acts of goodwill can build pathways to lasting cooperation. 
● Our youth are key in crafting new and more peaceful narratives. 

Let us reimagine the Middle East as that lush oasis, born from unity and a shared, precious well 
of understanding.
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Working together for a sustainable shared future


