Lessons in Luke -- Lesson 7 — Jesus and the Older Brother -Who is really lost? — Part 2

Introduction:
Simeon prophesied over baby Jesus that He would raise up many weak persons and bring down
many proud persons (Luke 2:33-35). This week we look at Luke 15:11-24.

Read this passage at least five times, then answer the questions as best you can:

! Then He said: "A certain man had two sons. ** "And the younger of them said to his

father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he divided to them his
livelihood. ** "And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a
far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. ** "But when he had spent all,
there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. ** "Then he went and
joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. '® "And
he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him
anything. * "But when he came to himself, he said,"How many of my father's hired servants
have bread enough and to spare, and | perish with hunger! *® *I will arise and go to my father,
and will say to him, "Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you, ¥ "and | am no
longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.""' ?° "And he arose
and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had
compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. % "And the son said to him, Father, |
have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.'
"But the father said to his servants, Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on
his hand and sandals on his feet. > "And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and
be merry; ** *for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' And they
began to be merry.

How many sheep were lost? How many coins? How many sons?

What did the lost son do with his inheritance? What is justice for the younger son?
What does the phrase “came to himself” in verse 17 mean?

How did the lost son get right with his father?

What does verse 20 tell us about the father? Who is the father in this parable?
What kind of a father did you have growing up?

How is God different from your father?

Do you think that God rejoices over you? Why? Why not?



