Understanding the SharePoint
Catalog Framework

What is a Catalog Framework?

A catalog framework is a structure you can set up to support multiple pages with the same layout but

different data. You maintain your data using a custom list. You don't need to create multiple pages and
multiple lists.

To help you understand, let’s look at a simple example.
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When to Use a Catalog Framework?

We suggest you only use a catalog framework when you at least five pages using the same layout. This is
because there is a lot of work setting up a catalog. However, if you have a lot of pages using the same
layout, it's worth it because you can maintain content using just a list. Also, be sure to consider your site's
current and future needs and how they impact the consistency of your page layout.
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How Does It Work?

A catalog framework consists of the following components:

= The catalog detail pages. There is one detail page for each item in your catalog. These pages have the
same layout, but different URLs and content.

= The catalog detail page template. This is the page that supplies the layout for your catalog detail pages.
Note that it's possible to create multiple templates if your catalog detail pages require different layout.
However, if you require many different layouts, consider creating individual pages rather than using a
catalog framework.

= The catalog table of contents. This is a list of links that navigate to the catalog detail pages. You can
create a new page to contain this table of contents or insert it on an existing page.

= Catalog list. This is the list that supplies the content for the catalog.

The following graphic illustrates how these components work together.
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Catalog Detail Page
(DroneDetail.aspx?IltemID=28&Topic=Civil)
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Compact racing drone.
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