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  In 1927, off the coast of Massachusetts, the submarine the U.S.S. S-4 
went down. It had been rammed, and divers went down to attempt a rescue. As 
they drew near the vessel, they heard tapping from within. With great difficulty they 
made out the Morse code letter by letter: I-S T-H-E-R-E A-N-Y H-O-P-E-? ñIs there 
any hope?ò rang out from the depths of the sea.  A response was given: ñThere is 
hope. Everything possible is being done."   But thwarted by the weather, the res-
cue team could not save the remaining six seamen. Human desire and effort alone 
were not enough to achieve satisfactory results and provide hope. 

As the sun rose on the first Easter, the women wondered if there would be 
any hope of getting the stone in front of Jesusô tomb moved so that they could 
anoint his body.   Mary Magdalene wondered if there was any hope of finding Je-
susô body once she discovered that the stone had been rolled away and the tomb 
was empty.  As the sun set that same Easter evening, the disciples wondered if 
there was any hope of avoiding arrest by the Jewish leaders as they huddled be-
hind locked doors.  In each of these Easter scenarios, human desire and effort 
alone werenôt enough to guarantee results and provide lasting hope. 

What about us?  Is there any hope when the doorbell rings and a police 
officer tells you a loved one has died in a car accident?  Is there any hope when a 
major hurricane has been spotted in the Gulf of Mexico and is headed in our direc-
tion?  Is there any hope when a layoff occurs and all savings are exhausted within 
a few months just to keep food on the table and a roof over the familyôs head? 

Giving hope is Godôs business.  Jesusô resurrection proves that Godôs 
does everything possible to give hope to his people even when all seems lost.  A 
boulder at the entrance to his tomb is no match for Jesus.  A weeping Mary 
doesnôt just find Jesusô body; she finds her Lord very much alive!  Locked doors 
donôt keep Jesus from appearing to the disciples and offering them peace.  Is 
there any hope?  You bet there is!  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

If sin, death, and the devil canôt stop Jesus, what makes you and I think 
that our struggles are too much for him?  God may allow us to face physical death; 
yet, all the while Jesus invites us to trust that He has gone before us to prepare a 
place for us in His Fatherôs eternal mansion.  Jesus has the power to calm any 
storm; however, sometimes He chooses to still our anxious hearts while the waves 
crash and the winds blow.  Even though we may worry how we are going to make 
ends meet, Jesus reminds us in His Word that, as He cares for the birds and the 
flowers, He cares about us, too.   

Because Jesus willingly offers His life as payment for our sin and endures 
hell in our stead, hope is alive ï today, tomorrow, and forever!  Even though big 
challenges may occur in our families, at work, and even at church, Jesus is still 
very much alive and present among us.  Is there any hope?  Of course, there is!  
Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

    Basking with you in the joy of Easter, 

    Pastor Alan 
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HOLY WEEK Services and Events 

Please join us for our Holy Week Services 

Maundy Thursday - Thursday, March 29th at 7 pm 

Good Friday - Friday, March 30th at 12:15 pm and 7 pm 

Easter Service - Sunday, April 1st at 8 am and 10:45 am 

Pancake Breakfast Youth Fundraiser 

The Youth will be providing a pancake breakfast  

after first service on Easter Sunday.   

¢ƘŜ !ōƛŘƛƴƎ {ŀǾƛƻǊ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ƎƎ Iǳƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ  

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ омǎǘ ŀǘ фΥлл ŀƳ 

There will be a Easter Dinner at 4:00 pm on Easter Sunday here at 

church.  Please contact the church office to put your name on the 

list to attend. 



 

 

C o n g r e g a t i o n  M e e t i n g / H e l p i n g  H a n d s /

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s 

HELPING HANDS 

Our Mission Statement:  Reaching out to our local community in the name of Je-
sus by organizing church resources & talents to respond to community needs.  
If you have any questions or suggestions about Helping Hands, please contact 

Laurie Knuth at 352-278-3398 or email yiayia39@windstream.net 

Our dime stockings project started in January. 
This will be a year long activity and the proceeds will 

go to S.I.R.A. in January 2019.  Each Stocking comes with a poem to explain 

how it works.  

We are always accepting donations for Publix and Gas Cards. 

Galatians 6:2  Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 
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   Upcoming Family Life and General Church Events 
 

 

April 

Sunday, April 1st - Easter Sunday  
Pancake Breakfast Youth Fundraiser at 9:15 am 

Sunday, April 1st - Easter Sunday Dinner at 4:00 pm 
 

May 
Saturday, May 19th - MEALS OF HOPE Event benefitting Bread of the 

Mighty. 
2 shifts 9am-11am and/or 11:30am-1:30pm. 

Congregational Meeting, Sunday, April 8th, from 9:45-10:30am, to discuss the 

proposed changes to our congregationôs constitution.  There are copies of the draft 

to be discussed on the welcome table.  It will also be emailed to everyone on the 

newsletter email list. 
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MEDITATION TRAIL ñHappy Easter! 
 

This month many kinds of ferns (netted chain fern, cinnamon fern, ebony spleenwort) 
will continue to uncurl and expand their òfiddleheadsó and become more recognizable. 
Around the middle of the month the mock orange bush (Philadelphus inodorus) should be 
blooming near the sinkhole. It has 1.5" white flowers (4 small green sepals, 4 large white 
petals, and many yellow anthers in the center). The strawberry-bush plants (Euonymus amer-
icanus) at various locations along trail should also be blooming mid-month. The orange 
seeds of the strawberry-bush plants are eaten by some songbirds in the Fall and the leaves 
are readily eaten by Eastern cottontail rabbits. Partridge pea (Mitchella repens), also found 
near the sinkhole, should also bloom mid-April. It is an evergreen plant growing as a non-
climbing vine. The small red fruits are eaten by gray squirrels, raccoons, and various ro-
dents in the Fall and Winter. 
 
Mike Hein (Head Mulch Mover) at (352) 372-1500 (work), (352) 870-2187 (home), 
or hein@waterandair.com. 
 

Partridge Pea 

Netted Chain Fern 

Strawberry Bush 

Ebony Spleenwort 

tel:(352)%20372-1500
tel:(352)%20870-2187
mailto:hein@waterandair.com


 

 

Page 6 M u s i cð N o t e s  f r o m  t h e  B e n c h  &  f r o m  t h e  H e a r t 

A New Service Setting 

Happy Easter! As we move from Lent into Eastertide we leave the solemn understate-

ment of Service Setting II and enter the jubilant celebration that is Service Setting I, 

featuring everyoneõs favorite òThis is the Feast.ó  

Music Ministry Update 

The Choir has been working especially hard for the beautiful selections for Holy 

Week, particularly on the new piece we commissioned from Lutheran composer Da-

vid von Kampen, and a setting of the Seven Last Words of Christ from the Cross for 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, respectively. The Praise Team has two new 

members in Sandor and Paulette Alvarez, both of whom recently joined the church. 

We are so thankful to have such wonderful, cohesive, and positive teams in the 

Choir, Praise Team, Brass Buddies, and other musical groups here at Abiding Savior! 

Guest Artists Series Concerts 

The Gainesville Chamber Singers performed a beautiful concert for our March Artist 

Series Concert, and we look forward with great excitement to hosting the University of 

Florida Concert Choir April 15th at 4pm in the Sanctuary, as usual. The performance 

will also feature the Scholz Memorial organ and guest instrumentalists. The University 

Concert Choir is one of the best college choirs in the United States and is not to be 

missed! As always, these performances are free admission.  

New Hymnody 

Ever notice that hymnals are huge? They really are. It is normal for a hymnal to have 

500-600 hymns or moreé and itõs no mistake! There are literally thousands of truly 

beautiful hymns that made it into hymnals, imagine how many hymns are actually left 
out of our hymnals just because there are too many!  

Hymns are beautiful for shedding new light and offering differing perspectives on the 

gospel truths that are expressed every Sunday in the Liturgy. Often we become at-

tached to the 10-20 hymns that we know and love best and in doing so we can grow to 

reject the numerous others that are also wonderful. If you donõt read music, or if you 

need a time through a hymn in order to sing it, you will notice that I often play 

through the entire hymn in the introduction before we sing a new hymn. Listen close-

ly during hymn introductions, and perhaps listen the first verse through so you can lift 

your voice high in the rest. You are not required to sing beautifully. Sing your heart 

out! It is still worship even if you sing a few wrong notes. Worship wholeheartedly and 

donõt worry about being perfect. None of us are! 



  

 

Page 7 

The Organ and itõs Big Hugs 

You may have noticed that the organ is sometimes loud. They are designed to fill a 

room and sometimes an overwhelming sound is called foré can you imagine singing 

òLift High the Crossó or òA Mighty Fortressó softly? No way! However, if you wear 

hearing aids, these devices which are so helpful to you may amplify the higher fre-

quencies of the organ and make it ugly and uncomfortable to listen to. If this sounds 

like something you have experienced, I invite you to move over closer to the organ 

console, where there is more òstuffó to absorb all that sound and where you will be 
out of the direct line of sound from the organ. I want everyone to have an enjoyable 

worship experience but every pew and every side of the sanctuary has different 

sound qualities due to the reflective nature of the room (which is also true in just 

about every other church whose worship space was designed for an organ). Find a 

good spot for you! 

Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to God Alone),  

Joshua L. Mazur 
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c o n t i n u e d . 

�$�E�L�G�L�Q�J���6�D�Y�L�R�U���/�X�W�K�H�U�D�Q���&�K�X�U�F�K 
�$�U�W�L�V�W���6�H�U�L�H�V���&�R�Q�F�H�U�W�V 

April 15, 4:00PM 
òSpring Choir Concertó 

University of Florida Concert Choir 
Dr. Will Kesling, Conductor 

 

May 20, 4:00PM 
òLoveliest of Treesó 

English Art Songs 
Hannah Jane Mazur, Soprano 

Joshua L. Mazur, Baritone 
 

June 10, 4:00PM 
òTapestry of Lightó 

Dylan Steven King, Flute 


