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 Holy Communion is  
celebrated on the 2nd, 
4th, and 5th Sundays 

   ñSalty Saintsò 

ñSalt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?  It is fit 

neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.  Whoever has ears to hear, 

let them hearò (Luke 14:34-35). 

(Adapted from a Lenten devotion Pastor Alan wrote for the LCMS Florida-Georgia Dis-

trict on April 7, 2019) 

Being called ñsaltyò isnôt much of a compliment these days.  If someone says 

youôre ñsalty,ò they might be describing you as feisty, irritable, aggressive, and some-

what coarse.  To be honest, these arenôt traits which we consider very becoming of 

Godôs people. 

However, as Jesus addressed the crowds who accompanied Him in Luke 14, 

He exhorted them to be salty in the best possible way.  For instance, consider the posi-

tive traits of sodium chloride.  Salt is a flavor enhancer.  It preserves food from rotting 

and serves as an aid in healing minor wounds.  In Roman times, soldiers were paid their 

wages in salt because it was so highly valued.  Jesus urges His followers to be ñthe salt 

of the earthò (Matthew 5:13).  It is our Lordôs desire that we flavor the world with His love 

and offer the hope of eternal life to those exposed to the spiritual pollution of the world 

and deceived by the temptations of the evil one.   

The key to us being salty saints is water.  Normally, moisture is saltôs enemy.  

Ever been to a restaurant where rice has been poured into the salt shakers?  The rice 

absorbs humidity in the air and keeps the grains of salt from sticking together and be-

coming a salt block.  But for us the waters of Holy Baptism connect us to Jesus whose 

salty sweat and precious blood spilled on Calvaryôs cross assure us that our debt of sin 

has been paid in full.  Godôs grace is not diluted as water is poured out on our collective 

heads in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Instead, God 

concentrates His love and forgiveness on every one of us.  He equips us by the Holy 

Spirit to be individual salt shakers to make a difference in a tasteless, impure, and rotten 

world. 

Jesus rose from the grave on Easter and shook up the world.  He walked out of 

the tomb and conquered death, much to the amazement of the women and the eleven 

remaining disciples.  The Good News of His resurrection spread quickly, and, thankfully, 

the world has never ever been the same.  Through faith, we share in Jesusô victory and 

look forward to spending eternity in His presence.  Our lives are enhanced and pre-

served forever because of Easter.   

You and I are blessed by Jesus to be salty ï salty saints.  Letôs go and shake 

up our communities with the Good News of our Savior so that Jesus can be seen in 

2019.  By sprinkling Jesusô love, we give flavor to a culture that is often coarse and 

tasteless.  By sharing the joy of Jesusô Resurrection, we tell those around us that physi-

cal death canôt spoil our hope of everlasting life.   

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Pastor Alan 
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Announcements/Upcoming Events 

REMINDER:  If you are planning on attending the Reformation Herit-

age trip to Germany (including the Passion Play at Oberaummer-

gau) hosted by Pastor Alan and Linda Struckmeyer, June is the 

deadline to save $50.  The trip is scheduled for June 9-18, 2020. 

Noisy Offering will be Sunday, May 19th - all proceeds 

will go to fund our Meals of Hope initiative. 

Preschool Director Search Update 

On Friday, April 26th, Stephanie Genske emailed the church letting us know that 

she is declining our call for Preschool Director.  Stephanie struggled with this deci-

sion and in the end did not feel this was Godôs plan for her.  However, she did say 

ñPlease tell everyone whom we met with we said, óThank you from the bottom of 

our hearts.  We are blessed to have met you all!ò  We all wish Stephanie continued 

growth in her current Call.  Based on this, the Preschool search committee met last 

weekend and will be meeting again during the first week in May to review the next 

options.  Please keep the search committee in your prayers as we move forward 

with Godôs plan. 

Blessings,  Allison Fissenden 

Congregation Elections 

Congregation Elections for officers and ministry leaders are fast approaching in early July.  

The positions of vice-president, treasurer, outreach director, and head trustee are to be de-

cided this year.  So far, Phyllis Leone has agreed to serve again as Vice-President, Ann 

Stone has agreed to return as Treasurer, and Hannah Mazur has agreed to return as lead-

er of evangelism and outreach. 

If you have any suggestions for filling an of these positions please contact President, John 

Underwood or Pastor Alan Struckmeyer. 
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Where has the year gone?  We still have so much more fun to squeeze in before 
the end of the year! 

We ended April with lots of cheering and singing on our last Spirit Day of the 
year, April 26th. Everyone had a great time! 

Weôll be hearing the following Bible stories during the month of May: The Ascen-
sion and the Great Commission, Pentecost, Peter and John Heal a Crippled Man, 
Timothyôs Mother and Grandmother, and God Cares for the Birds and Flowers. 

The Lord has blessed our school in many ways this year and during Teacher/
Staff Appreciation Week, May 20th ï 24th, we will offer accolades to a remarka-
ble group of Christian women who, through their own special God-given talents, 
are connecting Jesus to childrenôs hearts every day and make our school the 
best preschool in Gainesville. Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

There is another group of women we also want to honor this month: Mothers! We 
will celebrate them with handmade gifts and muffins during Muffins with Moms on 
May 9th and 10th. 

Our seventh annual Art Show and Songfest is on May 15th and 16th at 11:00 
with an ice cream social afterwards. The artwork will be showcased in our Family 
Life Center until the end of the month. Come and take a peek! A huge thank you 
to Kerry Rousseau, our art teacher, for her creative lessons and to Art Swett for 
accompanying the children during the Songfest. 

The Preschool will also have families and teachers sponsoring meals and helping 
out at our Meals of Hope meal packing event on May 18th. We canôt wait! It will 
be so much fun! Our Pie Supper silent auction proceeds and the rummage sale 
proceeds have helped us sponsor over 7,000 meals already!  

The Bear Classes will hold their graduation ceremony on Friday, May 31st at 
9:30 AM. Itôs sad to see them go, but we are happy that we were able to give 
these children a good academic foundation that is anchored in Christ. 

We have very limited openings for fall and are planning great activities for sum-
mer camp. Our ñThe World is a Rainbowò Summer Camp starts on June 10th for 
ages 2 - 8. We are accepting applications for summer counselors and are happy 
to accommodate high school students who would like to perform community ser-
vice hours. Stop by the preschool office! 

Blessings,  Ms. Gabi 
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Young Childrenôs Sunday School 

We have two classes, one for 3-6 year olds and one for 7-10 year olds. 

This Easter season has been special for the children of Abiding Savior. Susan 

Moss taught them a part so they could sing once again with the adult choir on 

Palm Sunday. During Sunday School on Palm Sunday we looked through the lens 

of the donkey that carried Jesus into Jerusalem and played games that celebrated 

Jesusô journey that day. And on Easter Sunday we ñflowered" a cross for the late 

service. Thanks to the Mossôs for later delivering the cross to Harbor Chase assist-

ed living and memory care facility for the residents to enjoy! 

Weôve had an exciting year in Sunday School but will take a break for the summer. 

The last day of Sunday School will be Sunday, May 19. Weôll resume with Rally 

Day at the beginning of the school year!  



 

 

H e l p i n g  H a n d s / V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  ( V B S ) 

HELPING HANDS 

Our Mission Statement:  Reaching out to our local community in the name of Jesus 
by organizing church resources & talents to respond to community needs.  If you 
have any questions or suggestions about Helping Hands, please contact Laurie 

Knuth at 352-278-3398 or email yiayia39@windstream.net 
 

We are always accepting donations for Publix and Gas Cards. 

 If you have any questions or suggestions about Helping Hands, please contact our  

Helping Hands Team Leader Laurie Knuth at  352-278-3398 or e-mail yiayia39@windstream.net 

James 2:14-17 ~14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no 

deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one 

of you says to them, ñGo in peace; keep warm and well fed,ò but does nothing about their physical needs, what 

good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 
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Dear Friends! 

We are so excited to get started training and workshopping our 2019 VBS 

program! Mandatory VBS training will take place 12:30pm - 2:30pm 

May 19 and June 2, 9, and 16 (Lunch WILL be provided) Decoration 

and Preparation will be Friday, June 21 (evening) and Saturday, June 22. 

Then it's go time June 23 - 27!  

If you have not yet volunteered and are interested in helping with this crit-

ical program please email me at Joshua@abidingsavior.info with your in-

terest! This will be an amazing program this year and I can't wait to get 

everyone going!  

Best,  

Joshua and Hannah 

2019 VBS Directors 

tel:352-278-3398
mailto:yiayia39@windstream.net
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Spring Has Sprung! 
 
With less rain the past few months, water levels are slowly receding in the wetlands and the sinkhole is 
again dry. This month many of the plants will be displaying their colorful flowers! As in past years, May 
is lily month with a  few late amaryllis and other lilies still blooming at the beginning of the month. Rain 
lilies (pale pink to white flowers) will pop open if we get a good rainstorm and some of the aloe plants 
(also in the lily family) may bloom by the ridge of rocks. Bidens pilosa (Spanish needles) along the 
edge of the woods by the CPC end of the trail should be blooming mid May. By the end of the month 
the dwarf palmetto plants (Sabal minor) with minute white flowers on 6 - 8 foot flower spikes will be 
blooming near sign post # 6. This Fall it will have black berries/fruits that are eaten by raccoons and 
gray squirrels. Beautyberry (Callicarpa americana) will also be blooming at the end of the month with 
clusters of pale pink flowers in the axils of the leaves. This Fall it will have purple berries/fruits that are 
consumed by more than 40 species of songbirds. The leaves and berries are also consumed by white-
tailed deer (although I have yet to see a deer in the wood along the trail). Last but not least, the clumps 
of spiral ginger (Costus sp.)  should be blooming at the end of month in the 
flowerbed at the CPC end of the trail (Sign Post #12) and just past the medi-
tation benches area. 
 
Mike Hein (Head Mulch Mover) at (352) 372-1500 (work), (352) 870-2187 
(home),  hein@waterandair.com.  
 
 
 
 
 

National Day of Prayer 

 This year's celebration is on Thursday, May 2nd. If  you did not receive the 

prayer guide at church on April 28th, you can participate at the national level by 

�O�R�J�J�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�R���´nationaldayofprayer.org�µ���Z�K�H�U�H���D���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���Z�L�O�O���E�H��streamed live 

from 7:30 �² 9:30 EDT in the Statuary Hall of  the U.S. Capitol Building or you 

can pick up a prayer guide on the table in the Narthex. The goal is to find unity 

among Christians and a spiritual awakening among all people. The theme this year 

�L�V���´�/�R�Y�H���R�Q���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�µ���D�Q�G���L�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���-�R�K�Q���������������Z�K�L�F�K���U�H�D�G�V����� �́$���Q�H�Z���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G���,��
�J�L�Y�H���\�R�X�����$�V���,���K�D�Y�H���O�R�Y�H�G���\�R�X�����V�R���\�R�X���P�X�V�W���O�R�Y�H���R�Q�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���µ����Our sanctuary 

will be open from 8am-5pm for your use to pray.  Please come through the 

church office door to access the sanctuary.  There will also be an informal 

time of  music and corporate prayer from 6:30-7:30 pm lead by our Praise 

Team.   

Spiral 

Ginger 

 

 

Beautyberry 

Rain 

Lily 
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