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    Precious manuscripts began to trickle into Constantinople after the 
Edict of Milan in AD 313. 

     The process was slow, and even after the first batch of manuscripts 
had been received they were to be copied by professional scribes hired 
by the Roman government (the copying of a single manuscript could 
have taken up to a year or more), and along with the professional 
scribes, the copying was taken up by men and women in the monasteries 
who were also trained in calligraphy.
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The First New Testament Reference System, the harmony of 
Ammonius suggested to Eusebius, (around 330A.D)

Eusebius says in a letter that the idea of drawing up ten tables (kanones) in 
which the sections in question were so classified as to show at a glance 

where each Gospel agreed with or differed from the others.
(Pictured here is from the book of Kells)
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Saint Gregory of  Nazianzus 329-390A.D
(A small town in Cappadocia, “Nenizi” in moder  Turkey)

4th Archbishop of Constantinople 
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Saint Gregory
emphasizes
the deity
and need
of the
Holy Spirit
from
Scripture,
including 1 John 5:7,8



Saint Basil, Saint Gregor , and Saint Chr sostom
om 

Mosaic of Mar s, 
Basilica of Saint Apollinare, Ravenna, Italy
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Constantius II 
317A.D . to 361 A.D.

(Son of Constantine the Great) 
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Creed of Nicaea 
(from Rufinas)

We believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, maker of all things 

visible and invisible, 
and in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

Son of God born as only-begotten of the Father, 
that is of the Father's substance, 
God from God, light from light, 

true God from true God, 
born not made, 

homoousios with the Father, 
that is of the same substance as the Father, 

through whom all things were made, 
those in heaven and those on earth. 

Who for the sake of us human beings 
and our salvation 

came down and was incarnate, 
and becoming a human being 

suffered and rose on the third day, 
and ascended to heaven, 

from where he is to come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
And in the Holy Spirit.
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Constantius
and

The Conversion of the Roman Empire

From Rufinas of Aquileia, Church History, Books 10 and 11

      Alexander received the episcopal office afterAchillas, who had 
succeeded the martyr Peter in Alexandria, and it was then that since our 
people were enjoying peace and a respite from persecution, and the glory 
of the churches was crowned by the merits of the confessors, the 
favorable state of our affairs was disturbed by strife within.

The Story of Arius

     A presbyter of Alexandria named Arius, a man religious in appearance 
and aspect rather than in virtue, but shamefully desirous of glory, praise, 
and novelties, began to propose certain impious doctrines regarding the 
faith of Christ, things which had never before been talked about. He tried 
to sever and divide the Son from the eternal and ineffable substance or 
nature of God the Father, something which upset very many in the 
church.

     Bishop Alexander, by nature gentle and reserved, desired to recall 
Arius from his impious enterprise and teaching by unceasing 
admonitions, but did not succeed, because by then the contagion of his
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 pestilential doctrine had infected so many not only in Alexandria, but 
also in the other cities and provinces to which it had spread.

     He therefore, thinking it would be disastrous to ignore the situation, 
brought it to the notice of very many of his fellow priests.! The dispute 
became widely known. Word of it reached the ears of Constantine since 
he was making every effort to look after our affairs. He then, in 
accordance with the mind of the priests, summoned a council of bishops 
to the city of Nicaea, and ordered Arius to present himself there to 318 
bishops in attendance, and to be judged on the teachings and questions 
he had brought forward. 

     The issue was discussed in the bishops' council for many days, and 
quite a few there vigorously supported Arius's initiative. There were still 
some, however, who abhorred the impious enterprise. In fact, there were 
at the council a large number of priest-confessors who were opposed to 
Arius’s novelties, but somehow those who supported him were heard - 
men clever in disputation and opposed to the simplicity of faith.

   Arius was often summoned to the council, and his propositions were 
discussed in painstaking detail. The most careful consideration was 
given to the question of what position or decision to take against him and 
his followers. Finally, after a long and detailed discussion, it was 
decided and decreed as though by the mouth and heart of all, that the 
word homoosios should be written, and that the Son should be 
acknowledged to be of the same substance as the Father. This was most 
firmly declared by the vote of them all.
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  However, there were then only seventeen, it is said, who preferred 
Arius's creed, and who affirmed that God's Son had been created 
externally from nothing existing, and had not been begotten from the 
Father's very divinity. The decision of the council of priests was 
conveyed to Constantine, who believed it had been pronounced by God, 
and declared that anyone who should try to oppose it would be banished 
as transgressing divine decrees.

     Six of them suffered themselves to be expelled with Arius, while the 
other eleven, after taking counsel together, agreed to subscribe with 
hand but not in heart. The chief designer of this was Eusebius, bishop of 
Nicomedia (not Eusebius of Cesarea).

The Arian Conversion of Constantius

     After Helena, the mother of Constantine, had passed from this life 
with the highest honors of the Roman empire, Constantia, then Licinius's 
widow, was consoled by her brother, Constantius. It happened, however, 
that she had previously become acquainted with a presbyter who covertly 
supported the Arian party.  The presbyter at first divulged nothing at all 
of this to the sovereign's sister, but when long familiarity gave him his 
opportunity he began gradually to suggest that Arius had been the target 
of envy, and that bishop Arius was stung by jealousy because he was so 
popular with the people, and had not stirred up the argument out of 
private motives of rivalry.  By frequently saying these and other things, 
he impressed his attitude upon Constantia.
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     It is said that when she was dying and her brother Constantius was 
visiting her and speaking to her in a kindly and religious way, she asked 
him as a last favor to receive Arius the presbyter into his friendship and to 
listen to whatever he would propose to him that had to do with his hope of 
salvation. 

     She herself said that she had no concerns now that she was departing 
from this life, but she was worried about her brother's situation, lest his 
empire fall into ruin on account of the innocent being punished. He 
accepted his sister's advice, believing that her concern for him was 
genuine, and lent his ear to Arius ordering him from exile so that he could 
explain his views about his faith.

Falsified Creed

     Arius then composed a creed, which while it did not have the same 
meaning as ours, yet seemed to contain our words and profession. The 
emperor was indeed amazed, and thought that the very same views were 
set out in his exposition as in that of the council held previously. However, 
he referred him once again to a council's scrutiny, for in fact priests from 
all over the world were being invited to gather for the dedication of 
Jerusalem. In regard to Arius, the emperor wrote to them saying that if 
they approved of Arius’s exposition of faith, and found either that he had 
previously been convicted unjustly and out of jealousy, as he maintained, 
or was now corrected of his error, they should judge him with clemency, if, 
that is, the bishop, Alexander, would agree (Alexander had been the 
moderator of the council that had passed a sentence on Arius for the 
falsehood of his doctrines), and those who from the first had supported

53



Arius and his endeavors and subscribed insincerely made no difficulty 
about the receiving of Arius.

The Death of Constantine

     When Arius first reached Alexandria, he could get nowhere with his 
plans. His tricks worked with the ignorant, but just raised a laugh from 
the knowledgeable. In the meantime, while this vain commotion was going 
on in Alexandria, the venerable Augustus Constantine died in a suburban 
villa of Nicomedia in the thirty-first year of his reign, having left his 
children written in his will as heirs in succession to the Roman world.

    Constantius, to whom he had bequeathed the Eastern empire, was not 
present at the time. It is said that Constantine summoned in secret the 
presbyter who had been recommended to Constantius by his sister, and 
entrusted to him the will he had written, and bound him by oath to hand it 
over to no one but Constantius, when he came.

     Since the palace eunuchs were also on this presbyter’s side, news of 
the emperor's death was skillfully suppressed until Constantius's arrival. 
Many tried to seize power but were put down, and the state remained safe 
and undamaged. When Constantius arrived, the presbyter handed over 
what had been committed to him.

The Rise of Arius

     The emperor, in his desire for the realm, was - on account of
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DIVISION OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 
I WESTERN ROMAN EMPIRE/Constans

I EASTERN ROMAN EMPIRE/Constantius
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this favor - so bound to the presbyter that gave him the will, that, anxious 
as he was to govern others, cheerfully allowed himself to be governed by 
the presbyter. From that time on, having subjugated the emperor to 
himself, the presbyter began to speak about restoring Arius, and to urge 
the emperor to compel the priests who were reluctant to agree.

    At that time the priesthood was being exercised in Alexandria and 
Constantinople by Alexander, and in Jerusalem by Maximus the confessor 
as it is recorded in the writings of Athanasius.

     Now Eusebius, who was in Nicomedia and about whose pretense in 
subscribing we spoke earlier, seized his chance having become friendly 
with the sovereign through the offices of the presbyter. He bent his efforts 
to rolling everything back and rendering invalid the council's previous 
actions. He got Arius, who was residing in Alexandria, to come to 
Constantinople, and through imperial edicts summoned a fresh council.

    Those who convened were mostly of the party of Arius and Eusebius. 
Time and again they met with Alexander to try to get him to receive Arius, 
but they did not convince him, and poured  much abuse on him. Finally 
they told Alexander that they were setting a day on which either he would 
receive Arius or, if he refused, he should realize that he would be driven 
from the church and into exile, and that someone else would be appointed 
to receive Arius.

The Long and Tearful Prayers of Alexander
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 Alexander spent the whole night before the day in question lying at the 
foot of the altar in tears and prayer, commending the church's cause to 
the Lord. When dawn had broken, Alexander was still in prayer, and 
Eusebius with all of his company, like the standard-bearer of an army of 
heretics, went up in the morning to Arius's house and bade him to follow 
them to the church without delay, and to demand a meeting with 
Alexander. 

The Great Bowel Movement

     Everyone was waiting with great interest to see where the prayers of 
Alexander or the perseverance of Eusebius and Arius would lead. The 
importance of the affair held everyone in suspense.

     Arius, on his way to Alexander, was hemmed in by a crowd of bishops 
and laity. But as he was making his way to the church, he turned aside to 
use the bathroom at a public facility. When he sat down, his intestines and 
all his innards slipped down into the privy drain, and thus it was in such a 
place that he met a death worthy of his foul and blasphemous mind.

     When news of this was later brought to the church to Eusebius and to 
those with him who were pressing the holy and innocent Alexander to 
receive Arius, they departed overcome with shame and covered with 
confusion. Then was fulfilled to the glory of the Lord the word which 
Alexander had cried out to God in prayer, saying, "Judge, O Lord, 
between me and the threats of Eusebius and the violence of Arius!"
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Another Deception

     Now these events caused some slight and short-lived embarrassment; but 
the heretics met together, fearful that the affair would be reported to the 
emperor Constantius just as it happened, and that not only would he disown 
their perfidy, in which he had so cleverly been ensnared, but would also 
visit upon the authors of his deception stern treatment through his imperial 
power. They therefore arranged through the eunuchs, whom they had 
already won over, that, as far as could be done, the emperor should hear a 
commonly agreed-upon version of Arius's death, and that he should learn 
nothing that would hint of God's punishment. Having done this, they 
continued the efforts they had begun with respect to the faith.

The Rise of Athanasius

     Upon the death of Alexander, Athanasius was appointed bishop of 
Alexandria in his place. Now the heretics were already well aware that 
Athanasius was a man of keen intelligence and altogether tireless in the  
management of the church, since he had come to the Council of Nicaea with 
his old bishop Alexander, by whose counsel the tricks and deceits of the 
heretics had been unremittingly exposed.  As soon as they found out that he 
had been made bishop, they concluded that their concerns would find no 
easy way past his vigilance, as in fact turned out to be true, and so they cast 
about everywhere deceptions to use against him.
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The Struggles of Athanasius

     Athanasius had such struggles to undergo in the church for the 
integrity of the faith that the following passage seems to have been 

written about him too: "I will show him how much he will have to suffer 
for my name." For the whole world conspired to persecute him, and the 

princes of the earth were moved, 28 nations, kingdoms, - and armies 
gathered against him. But he guarded that divine utterance which runs: 
"If camps are set up against me, my heart will not fear, if battle is waged 

against me, in him will I hope."
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Known for Excellence

     When Constantius, then, had obtained sole control of the Eastern 
empire upon the death of his brother Constantine, who was killed by 
soldiers not far from Aguilia by the river Alsa, Constans, his brother, was 
ruling the West with fair diligence. On the other side, Constantius, to be 
sure. was of royal nature, and carefully cultivated the mainstays of his 
rule, but he was cleverly deceived into supporting Arius by depraved 
priests who used the eunuchs, and he, as a result, eagerly supported their 
wicked designs.

The Trial of the Severed Arm

     Many feared that Athanasius might sometime gain access to the 
sovereign and teach him, according to the scriptures, the truth about the 
faith, which they were distorting. So they proceeded to accuse him to the 
sovereign in every possible way of every sort of crime and outrage, even to 
the point of showing the emperor an arm from a human body which they 
presented in a case, claiming that Athanasius had severed it from the body 
of one Arsenius in order to use it for magic. They made up other crimes 
and misdeeds as well.

     They wanted Constantius to condemn Athanasius, and a council was 
summoned and convened at Tyre as a result, and the emperor, Constantius, 
sent Archelaus, then Count of Oriens, who was also assisted by the 
governor of the province of Phoenicia. There Athanasius was brought, the 
case with the human arm was shown around, and an indignant horror 
invaded the souls of all - religious and ordinary folk alike.
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     This Arsenius, whose arm was supposed to have been cut off, had once 
been a lector of Athanasius, but fearing rebuke for some fault, he had 
withdrawn from his company. These outrageous men considered his 
concealment ideal for their schemes, and kept him hidden when they began 
to hatch their plot with someone they believed they could fully trust with 
their misdeed.

     But while in hiding, Arsenius heard of the crime they intended to 
commit in his name against Athanasius. Moved either by human feeling or 
by divine providence, he secretly escaped his confinement, and in the 
silence of the night he sailed to Tyre. There, he presented himself to 
Athanasius on the day before the final day of Athanasius’ case, and 
explained the affair from the beginning.

      Athanasius then ordered him to stay in the house, and not let anyone 
know he was there. However, in the meantime the council was summoned. 
Some gathered at the council were aware of the calumny concocted, and 
almost everyone was hostile to Athanasius.

    The confessor, Paphnutius, was there at the time and was aware of 
Athanasius' innocence. Paphnutius saw Bishop Maximus of Jerusalem 
sitting with the others whom the shameful plot had united. Bishop Maximus 
had an eye gouged out and a hand severed, and thus became a confessor, 
but because of his excessive simplicity he suspected nothing of the 
monstrous behavior of the priests. 
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 Paphnutius, who also had an eye gouged out, went up to him fearlessly 
where he was sitting in their midst and said, "Maximus, you bear along 
with me one and the same mark of confession, and for you as much as for 
me the gouging out of the mortal eye has procured the brighter sight of the 
divine light. I will not let you sit in the council of evildoers and go in with 
the workers of malice." And taking hold of him he lifted him up from their 
midst, informed him in detail of what was taking place, and joined him 
thereafter.

An Accusation of Rape

    The first case to be presented against Athanasius was the charge of a 
woman who said that she had once received Athanasius as a guest, and 
that during the night she had been forcibly violated by him. Athanasius was 
ordered to be presented to her. Athanasius came to the trial with a 
presbyter of his named Timothy, and asked him to approach the woman 
before the court in his place. So when the woman had finished the speech 
she had been taught, Timothy approached her and said, "Is it true, woman, 
that I once stayed with you? Or that I forced you, as you claim?"  Then she, 
with the effrontery common to such women, turned toward Timothy and 
said, "You, you forced me; you defiled my chastity in that place!" At the 
same time, turning to the judges, she began to swear to God that she was 
telling the truth.

     Then  the embarrassment at being made ridiculous came over the 
accusers, because the plot involving the crime which had been invented had 
so easily been laid bare without the accused having to say anything.
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 But the judges, sadly, were not allowed to question the woman about where 
she was from or by whom and how the calumny had been devised, since 
liberty of judgment rested with the accusers. They proceeded from this to the 
other charge. A crime was revealed never before heard of. "Here," they 
said, "we have something about which no one can be deceived by artful 
speech; the matter is something for the eyes, and speech falls silent.”

The Presentation of the Severed Arm

“This severed arm accuses you, Athanasius. This is Arsenius's right arm; 
explain how you cut it off and to what purpose."
     Athanasius replied, "Which of you knew Arsenius and may recognize that 
this is his right arm?" Some of them stood up and said that they knew 
Arsenius quite well; among them were several who had no knowledge of the 
plot. Athanasius then asked the judges to order his man brought in whom the 
matter required. When Arsenius had been brought in, Athanasius lifted his 
face and said to the council and judges, "This is Arsenius." And raising his 
right hand likewise, he said, "This is also his right hand and this his left. But 
as for where this hand comes from which they have presented, that is for you 
to investigate."

     Then something like night and darkness fell upon the eyes of the 
accusers, who did not know what to do or where to turn. The witnesses 
confirmed that it was Arsenius, whom they had just before said they knew, 
but because the council was being held not to judge but to put down 
Athanasius, a clamor suddenly arose from all sides that Athanasius was a 
sorcerer who was deceiving the eyes of the onlookers, and that such
a man should by no means be allowed to live any longer.
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 They then rushed at Athanasius, ready to tear him apart with their hands, 
but Archelaus, who with the others was presiding at the council by the 
emperor's command, snatched Athanasius from the hands of his 
assailants, led him out by a secret way, and advised him to seek safety by 
any means that he could.

     The council, however, met again as though nothing whatever had come 
to light, and condemned Athanasius as having confessed to the crimes with 
which he had been charged. And having concocted minutes in this form, 
they then sent them throughout the world, and forced other bishops to 
assent to his crimes saying that the emperor himself was compelling them 
to do this.

Athanasius, a Fugitive

     Athanasius was now a fugitive at large in the empire, and there 
remained for him no safe place to hide. Tribunes, governors, counts, and 
even armies were deployed by imperial orders to hunt him down. Rewards 
were offered to informers to bring him in alive if possible, or at least his 
head. Thus the whole power of the empire was directed against 
Athanasius, but God was with him.  

    During this time he is said to have remained concealed for six 
successive years in a dry cistern, never seeing the sun. But when his 
presence was revealed by a servant woman, who seems to have been the 
only one aware of the good offices of her masters who offered him 
concealment, then as though warned by God's Spirit, he moved to another 
place on the very night they came 
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A Powerful Intercessor for Athanasius

But lest his concealment cause trouble for someone and provide an 
opportunity for calumniating the innocent, the fugitive, presuming that 
there was no safe place for him any longer in Constantius's realm, 
withdrew to Constans's region in the western part of the empire. 

     Athanasius was received by Constans honorably and in a religious 
spirit, and having carefully investigated his case, news of which had 
reached him, he wrote to his brother that he had learned as something 
certain that the priest of God most high Athanasius had undergone flight 
and exile unjustly. He would therefore be doing the right thing if he 
restored him to his place without causing him any trouble. If he did not 
want to do so, then he would take care of the matter himself by making 
his way to the innermost part of his realm and subjecting the authors of 
the crime to the punishment they richly deserved.

     Constantius was terrified by the letter because he realized that his 
brother was capable of carrying out his threat, and bade Athanasius 
with pretended kindness to come to him of his own accord, and, having 
rebuked him lightly, allowed him to proceed to his own church in safety.       

    The emperor, though, at the prompting of his impious counselors said, 
"The bishops have a small favor to ask of you, Athanasius: that you 
concede one of the many churches in Alexandria to the people who do 
not wish to hold communion with you."
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    At God's prompting Athanasius found a stratagem on the spot. "O 
Emperor," he replied, "Is there anything that may be denied you if you 
request it, seeing that you have the power to command everything? But 
there is one thing I ask: that you allow me also a small request." He 
promised to grant anything he wanted, even if it was difficult, if only he 
would concede this one thing, so Athanasius said, "What I ask is that 
since there are some people of ours here as well" (this interview was 
taking place in Antioch), "and they do not want to communicate with 
them, one church may be given over in this city to their use." The 
emperor happily promised this, since it seemed to him quite just and 
easy to grant.

    When the emperor presented the matter to his counselors, however, 
they answered that they wished neither to accept a church there nor to 
yield one in their city, since each of them was looking to his own 
interests rather than to those of people not present. The emperor, then, 
marveling at the prudence of Athanasius, bade him hurry off to receive 
his church.

The Death of Constans

     When Magnentius's villainy had robbed the emperor Constans of his 
life and his realm together, then once again those who in past times had 
incited the sovereign against Athanasius began to revive their hatred. 
Athanasius was forced to flee again from the church, and George, a 
companion of the Arians in their perfidy and cruelty, replaced him.
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     Once again, flight, concealment, and imperial edicts issued against 
Athanasius were put up everywhere promising rewards and honors to 
informants. Constantius, came to the West to avenge his brother's murder 
and recover his realm, and as a result took sole possession of the empire 
once the usurper was eliminated. He also proceeded to wear out the 
Western bishops by deception, and to compel them to assent to the Arian 
heresy. The condemnation of Athanasius was thus fixed, with Constantius 
being the great barrier which was hard to remove.

     For this reason a council of bishops was summoned to Milan. Most of 
them were taken in, but Dionysius, Eusebius, Paulinus, Rhodanius, and 
Lucifer announced that there was treachery lurking in the proceedings, 
asserting that the case against Athanasius had no other purpose than the 
destruction of the faith. They also were driven into exile, and Hilary of 
Potiers joined them. 

     Subsequent events, however, showed that such had been the plan 
behind the proceeding. Once the followers of Athanasius were out of the 
way, no time was lost in summoning a synod to Ariminum. There at the 
synod,  shrewd and cunning men easily cricked the simple and 
inexperienced Western priests in a manner consistent with what the 
Easterners had fashioned at Seleucia, putting the question to them in this 
way: Whom do you prefer to adore and worship, the homoonsios or 
Christ? 
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     Since most did not know what the word homoonsios meant, such talk 
aroused disgust and abhorrence in them, and they declared that they 
believed in Christ, not the homoousios. Thus the majority, with the 
exception of a few who knowingly lapsed, were deceived, and set 
themselves against what the fathers at Nicaea had written, decreeing that 
homoousies should be removed from the creed as a word unknown and 
foreign to scripture, and spoiling as a result their communion by 
associating it with the heretics. This was the time when the face of the 
church was foul and exceedingly loathsome, for now it was ravaged, not 
as previously by outsiders, but by its own people. 

    Those banished, and those who banished them were all members of the 
church. Nowhere was there altar, immo- lation. or libation, but there was 
nonetheless transgression, lapse, and the ruin of many. Alike was the 
punishment, unequal the victory. Alike was the affliction, unequal the 
boast, for the church grieved over the fall of those as well who forced the 
others to lapse.

     Liberius, then, was exercising the priesthood at the time in the city of 
Rome following Julius, the successor of Mark, whom Silvester had 
preceded; he was banished, and his deacon Felix was put in his place by 
the heretics. Felix was tainted not so much by sectarian difference as by 
the connivance surrounding his communion and ordination.  

    In Jerusalem Cyril now received the priesthood after Maximus in an 
irregular ordination, and wavered sometimes in doctrine and often in 
communion. 
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      In Alexandria George exercised the episcopacy seized by force with 
such lack of moderation that he seemed to think he had been entrusted 
with a magistracy and not a priesthood involving religious duties. 

     In Antioch a great many things were certainly done in a decidedly 
irregular fashion at various times. For after the death of Eudoxius, when 
many bishops from various cities were doing their utmost to acquire the 
see, they finally transferred there Meletius of Sebaste, a city in Armenia, 
contrary to the decrees of the council, but they drove him back into exile, 
because against their expectation he began to preach in church not 
Arius's faith, but ours. A large group of people who followed him when he 
was ejected from the church was sundered from the heretics fellowship.

     In the meantime, that the luxuriant evil might at last turn its rage on 
itself too, the priests and people who under Arius's guidance had been 
originally sundered from the church were split afresh into three sects and 
parties. Those who we earlier said had not agreed to the pretenses of 
Eusebius and the rest, but had suffered exile with Arius, would not even 
hold communion afterward with Arius himself when he returned from 
exile, because with his feigned confession he had accepted communion 
with those who acknowledged that the Son is of the same substance as the 
Father. 

     With unrestrained or rather impudent blasphemy, they maintained 
what Arius had first taught: that the Son had not been born but created 
and made out of what did not exist.
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     After their death, one Aetius propounded this, and after Aetius 
Eunomius developed the doctrine even more vigorously and extensively. 
He was a leprous man in body and soul, and outwardly afflicted with 
jaundice, but exceedingly able in debate. He wrote much against our faith 
and gave principles of disputation to the members of his sect.

     Even today, the Eunomian heresy is named after him. There was 
another named Macedonius, whom after rejecting and killing our people 
in Constantinople, they had ordained a bishop because like them, he 
acknowledged the Son was like the Father, and he also blasphemed the 
Holy Spirit just as they did.

     The reason was that he was teaching concerning the Son similar to 
what he said of the Father. But he is not associated with our people, his 
views about the Spirit being at variance with ours. 

    Thus that fell the beast, which Arius had first caused to raise its head as 
though from the underworld, suddenly appeared in a crippled form: the 
Eunomians, who say that the Son is in all respects different from the 
Father, because in no way can what is made be like its maker; the Arians, 
who say that the Son can indeed be said to be like the Father, but by the 
gift of grace, not by a natural property, to the extent, that is, that a 
creature may be compared to the Creator; and the Macedonians, who say 
that while the Son is in all respects like the Father, the Holy Spirit has 
nothing in common with the Father and the Son. 
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 This is what took place among them, but as is written of such people: 
"They were torn but not stung to repentance."  For very many of those 
who apparently led a strict life, and a great number of monasteries in 
Constantinople and the neighboring provinces, and noble bishops, 
followed rather Macedonius's error.

The Death of Constantius

     But the emperor Constantius, while he was preparing to go with an 
army against Julian, whom he had left as Caesar in Gaul and who had 
on his own presumed to take the rank of Augustus, died at Mopsucrenac, 
a town in Cilicia, in the twenty-fourth year of his reign after his father's 
death. After him Julian as sole ruler received as a legitimate sovereignty 
what he had presumed to take. At first, as though critical of what 
Constantius had done, he bade the bishops be released from exile, but 
afterward he rose against our people with every hurtful stratagem.

From Rufinas ofAquileia, Church History, Books 10 and 11
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Text Symbols in Codex Vaticanus, Evidence of Filtering

    Codex Vaticanus contains 850 textual markers which in 1995 were 
discovered to be markers for textual variants. The textual markers look 
like umlauts (double dots). The Vatican itself says that many of these 
dots were made with the original ink of the document, and some might 
have been “remarked” at later dates.  Many of these dots point to variants 
that only exist in Byzantine texts (the text behind the Textus Receptus). 
There are dots next to 1 John 5:7-8, and John 7:52, where the PA 
(woman caught in adultery) would begin in the ancient text. The 
markings show that codex Vaticanus was copied after the Byzantine text.

     This pattern follows the established use by Origen in the midst of 
LXX G body text, proving that both were part of the original production 
of LXX G. There is no dispute that these dot marker locations where the 
Hebrew Scriptures do not include the adjacent text. Origen describes the 
method he used in his famous letter to Africanus (c. A.D. 240), "I 
marked, for the sake of distinction, with the sign the Greeks call an 
[obelus] … those passages in our copies which are not found in the 
Hebrew." The use of distigmai (umlauts) to mark Greek textual variants 
was well established in Alexandria, the most widely accepted provenance 
of Codex Vaticanus. 

From TextusReceptusBibles.com, and "The Originality of Text-Critical 
Symbols in Codex Vaticanus," by P.B.Payne and P. Canart

Note: The latest edition of Nestle-Aland (NA28) which uses the INTF text 
from the University of Münster, Germany, has updated its apparatus to 
show some of these textual variants. 
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Jerome on the Arian Clerics in Alexandria

We know that at the Council of Nicæa, which was assembled on account 
of the Arian perfidy, eight Arian bishops were welcomed, and there is not a 
bishop in the world at the present day whose ordination is not dependent 
on that Council. This being so, how could they act in opposition to it, when 
their loyalty to it had cost them the pain of exile? 20. L. Were Arians really 
then received after all? Pray tell me who they were. O. Eusebius, bishop of 
Nicomedia, Theognis, bishop of Nicæa, Saras, at the time presbyter of 
Libya, Eusebius, bishop of Cæsarea in Palestine, and others whom it would 
be tedious to enumerate; Arius also, the presbyter, the original source of all 
the trouble; Euzoius the deacon, who succeeded Eudoxius as bishop of 
Antioch, and Achillas, the reader. These three who were clerics of the 
Church of Alexandria were the originators of the heresy.

Jerome, Saint. The Complete Works of Saint Jerome. Illustrated: Letters, 
The Perpetual Virginity of Blessed Mary, To Pammachius Against John of 
Jerusalem and others (pp. 1091-1093). Strelbytskyy Multimedia 
Publishing. Kindle Edition.
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      After the death of Constantine, the Arians took over the Church and 
altered the passage. They also took control of the Church's manuscript 
production.
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Athenagorus of Athens, (AD 177), Plea for the Christians, 
“Who, then, would not speak of God the Father, and of God the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, and who declare both their power in union and in their distinction in order…” 
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The grammar of :
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     The evidence for the authenticity of John 8:1-11 is more than ample, 
however, many modern scholars cannot afford to acknowledge any of it 
due to their allegiances, and in many cases, perhaps an employment of 
sorts that requires the support of the Nestle/Aland text.

     On the other hand, for the Church, there is also the consideration of 
John 14:17, and one's ability to accept or receive the truth. Many 
scholars are good honest people, however, they do not have the same 
moral compass or even the ability to view the evidence in a non bias 
way. Also, passages such as, Dt.4:2; 12:32, Pro.30:6 and Rev.22:18-19 
has little value in their eyes. In the eyes of the Church, however, these 
passages should loom large, and at the very least, the Church should 
know the validity of the faith once delivered (Jude 1:3).
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Johannes Gensfleisch zur Laden zum Gutenberg, c. 1393–1406, was 
a German inventor who introduced a movable-type printing press to the 
world. His work led to a massive spread of literature throughout Europe, 

and had a direct impact on the Reformation.
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