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Introduct ion
7KH�LQFUHDVLQJ�QXPEHU�RI�PLJUDQW�FKLOGUHQ�EHLQJ�DSSUHKHQGHG�DW�WKH�86�ERUGHU�KDV�¿QDOO\�IRFXVHG�PHGLD�DQG�
political attention on the humanitarian plight of Central American migrant families.  However, the narrative being 
DGYDQFHG�E\�86�SROLWLFLDQV�DQG�WKH�PHGLD�LV�D�VKRUWVLJKWHG�GLVWRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�IDFWV��LV�EHUHIW�RI�KLVWRULFDO�FRQWH[W��
DQG�FRXOG�OHDG�WR�FRXQWHU�SURGXFWLYH�SROLF\�UHVSRQVHV��7KLV�VWRU\OLQH�FHQWHUV�RQ�WKH�FODLP�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�³VXUJLQJ�
FULVLV�RI�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�PLQRUV�DQG�WKDW�LW�LV�D�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�SKHQRPHQRQ�GULYHQ�E\�YLROHQW�FULPH�DQG�GUXJ�
WUDI¿FNLQJ�´�7KLV�QDUUDWLYH�LV�LQFRUUHFW�RQ�DOO�FRXQWV��EXW�SURYLGHV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�OHDUQ�¿YH�LPSRUWDQW�IDFWV�WKDW�
VKRXOG�JXLGH�LPPLJUDWLRQ�SROLF\�JRLQJ�IRUZDUG��

1) 7KH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�FKLOGUHQ�FXUUHQWO\�EHLQJ�DSSUHKHQGHG�LV�URXJKO\�KDOI�RI�ZKDW�LW�ZDV�EHIRUH�WKH�*UHDW�
5HFHVVLRQ���7KLV�LV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�D�ORQJ�WHUP�F\FOLFDO�SKHQRPHQRQ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�VXUJLQJ�
crisis

2) The increase in the share�RI�³XQDFFRPSDQLHG�DOLHQ�FKLOGUHQ´��8$&��EHLQJ�DSSUHKHQGHG�LV�WKH�SURGXFW�RI�D������
ODZ��:LOEHUIRUFH�7UDI¿FNLQJ�9LFWLPV�3URWHFWLRQ�5HDXWKRUL]DWLRQ�$FW��WKDW�UHTXLUHV�ERUGHU�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�
WR�PRUH�DFFXUDWHO\�LQWHUYLHZ��FODVVLI\�DQG�OHJDOO\�SURFHVV�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�WKH\�FDWFK��SDUWLFXODUO\�LI�WKH\�DUH�IURP�
³QRQ�FRQWLJXRXV�FRXQWULHV�´

3) &HQWUDO�$PHULFDQV�PDNH�XS�D�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�VKDUH�RI�WKH�8$&�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�GHWHQWLRQ�EHFDXVH�WKH������ODZ�
GRHV�QRW�SURYLGH�0H[LFDQ�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�OHJDO�ULJKWV�DQG�SURWHFWLRQV�1�:KLOH�WKH\�FRQVWLWXWH�D�VPDOOHU�
VKDUH�RI�WKH�IRUHLJQ�ERUQ�SRSXODWLRQ��&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�ZRUNHUV�LQ�WKH�86�DUH�\RXQJHU�WKDQ�WKHLU�0H[LFDQ�
FRXQWHUSDUWV�DQG�DUH�WKXV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�OHIW�FKLOGUHQ�EHKLQG�DQG�WR�DWWHPSW�WR�EULQJ�WKHVH�FKLOGUHQ�WR�EH�
with them in the US.

4) 7KH�UHFHQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�FKLOGUHQ�EHLQJ�DSSUHKHQGHG�DW�WKH�ERUGHU�LV�QRW�EHLQJ�GULYHQ�E\�DQ�
LQFUHDVH�LQ�YLROHQW�FULPH�UHODWHG�WR�GUXJ�WUDI¿FNLQJ��,Q�IDFW��WKH�PXUGHU�UDWH�LQ�(O�6DOYDGRU���PRVWO\�DPRQJ�
\RXWK�JDQJV�EDWWOLQJ�RYHU�WXUI�IRU�PLFUR�H[WRUWLRQ���KDV�GURSSHG�E\�DOPRVW�KDOI�LQ�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�\HDUV��7KH�PXUGHU�
UDWH�LQ�*XDWHPDOD�KDV�UHPDLQHG�UHODWLYHO\�VWHDG\�RYHU�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG��+RQGXUDV�KDV�VHHQ�UHODWLYHO\�ORZHU�
UDWHV�RI�PLJUDWLRQ�GHVSLWH�D�PXUGHU�UDWH�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�VXUJLQJ�DQG�SHDNLQJ�IRU�WKH�EHWWHU�SDUW�RI�D�GHFDGH��2XU�
VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�FRQ¿UPV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�(O�6DOYDGRULDQ��*XDWHPDODQ�DQG�
Honduran murder rate and the number of migrants these nations send to the United States

5) 7KH�VWUHQJWK�RI�WKH�86�MRE�PDUNHW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�WKH�SULPDU\�GHWHUPLQDQW�RI�WKH�OHYHO�DQG�WLPLQJ�RI�
LPPLJUDWLRQ�ÀRZV��$V�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�QRUP�IRU�GHFDGHV��WKH�GURSSLQJ�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�LV�QRZ�
FDXVLQJ�WKH�FXUUHQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�GHPDQG�IRU�ZRUNLQJ�DJH�PLJUDQWV���1HZ�MREV�DOVR�SURYLGH�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�UHVRXUFHV�
ZLWK�ZKLFK�PLJUDQW�SDUHQWV�FDQ�VHQG�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��2XU�VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�VXSSRUWV�WKLV�FRQFOXVLRQ��:H�
IRXQG�WKDW�WRWDO�ERUGHU�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�LQFUHDVH�ZKHQ�WKH�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�LV�ORZ�DQG�GHFUHDVH�ZKHQ�LW�LV�
KLJK��,QWHUHVWLQJO\��ZH�DOVR�IRXQG�WKDW�ZKLOH�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�LQFUHDVH�GXULQJ�SHULRGV�RI�IDOOLQJ�
XQHPSOR\PHQW��WKH\�VWDJQDWH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�GHFUHDVH�ZKHQ�WKH�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�ULVHV�

,Q�GLVSHOOLQJ�P\WKV�E\�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�IXOO�IDFWV��ZH�DUH�LQ�QR�ZD\�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�GHHPSKDVL]H�WKH�VHYHULW\�RI�WKH�
SRYHUW\��YLROHQFH�DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQ�FULVLV�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD���1RU�DUH�ZH�VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�WKH������ODZ���PXFK�
OHVV�'$&$���³FDXVHG�WKH�FULVLV´�DQG�VKRXOG�WKXV�EH�UHSHDOHG��DV�VRPH�LQ�FRQJUHVV�KDYH�UHFHQWO\�VXJJHVWHG��2Q�
WKH�FRQWUDU\��ZH�DUH�VWDWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�FULVLV�RI�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�MXYHQLOH�PLJUDWLRQ�LV�WKH�SURGXFW�RI�GHHSO\�URRWHG�
KLVWRULFDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�G\QDPLFV�WKDW�DUH�RQO\�QRZ�FRPLQJ�WR�EURDG�SXEOLF�DWWHQWLRQ��2XU�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�
conclusion is that the current crisis further proves the pressing need for comprehensive immigration reform. This 

1 According to Bipartisan Policy Center’s Lazaro Zamora, in his article Unaccompanied Alien Children: A Primer, “Under the TVPRA, 
'+6�VFUHHQV�0H[LFDQ�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWKLQ����KRXUV�RI�DSSUHKHQVLRQ�WR�GHWHUPLQH�LI�WKH�FKLOG�LV�D�YLFWLP�RI�WUDIÀFNLQJ�RU�KDV�D�FODLP�WR�DV\OXP�
based on fear of persecution. If the child does not meet that criteria, they are eligible to agree to a voluntary return and speedy repatriation 
to Mexico. On the other hand, UAC from non-contiguous countries must be transferred to ORR within 72 hours of apprehension and are 
guaranteed an immigration court hearing.” 

            

http://bipartisanpolicy.org/blog/immigration/2014/07/21/unaccompanied-alien-children-primer
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UHIRUP�PXVW�LQFOXGH�OHJDO�PHDQV�IRU�PLJUDQWV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�86¶V�GHPDQG�IRU�WKHLU�ODERU���,Q�
DGGLWLRQ��LPPLJUDWLRQ�UHIRUP�PXVW�EH�³WUXO\�FRPSUHKHQVLYH´�DQG�VXSSRUW�LQQRYDWLYH�DQG�FRVW�HIIHFWLYH�SROLFLHV�
WKDW�DGGUHVV�WKH�URRW�FDXVHV�RI�HPLJUDWLRQ�LQ�PLJUDQW�VHQGLQJ�QDWLRQV��,Q�WKH�VKRUW�WHUP��DQG�LQ�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�
FRPSOHWH�LPPLJUDWLRQ�UHIRUP��ZH�DOVR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�GXH�SURFHVV�SURWHFWLRQV�DIIRUGHG�E\�WKH������ODZ�VKRXOG�EH�
VWUHQJWKHQHG�DQG�VKRXOG�EH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�H[WHQGHG�WR�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�0H[LFR�DQG�&DQDGD���)LQDOO\�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�
VKRXOG�DFW�WR�SURYLGH�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�UHOLHI�WR�ORQJ�WHUP�ZRUNHUV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��ERWK�VWLPXODWLQJ�WKH�86�
HFRQRP\�DQG�HOLPLQDWLQJ�WKH�UHDO�KXPDQLWDULDQ�FULVLV�RI�IDPLO\�VHSDUDWLRQ�

7KH�QXPEHU�RI�FKLOGUHQ�EHLQJ�DSSUHKHQGHG�DW�WKH�ERUGHU�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�\HDUV��EXW�WKHVH�LQFUHDVHV�
KDUGO\�FRQVWLWXWH�D�³VXUJLQJ�FULVLV�´�,Q�UHDOLW\��WKH�FULVLV�LV�DQ�ROG�RQH��ZKDW�LV�RFFXUULQJ�RQ�WKH�ERUGHU�UHÀHFWV�D�
SUHGLFWDEOH�F\FOLFDO�SKHQRPHQRQ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DQ�XQH[SHFWHG�HYHQW��$�WHPSRUDU\�GURS�LQ�LPPLJUDWLRQ�UDWHV�GXULQJ�
WKH�*UHDW�5HFHVVLRQ�PDVNV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW��GHVSLWH�UHFHQW�LQFUHDVHV��WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�DSSUHKHQGHG�FKLOGUHQ�
KDV�GHFUHDVHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH��'XULQJ�WKDW�WLPH�MXYHQLOHV�KDYH�PDGH�XS�RQO\�D�VPDOO�VKDUH�RI�WKH�WRWDO�
DSSUHKHQVLRQV�HDFK�\HDU��DQG�WKHLU�VKDUH�RI�WKDW�WRWDO�KDV�UHPDLQHG�UHODWLYHO\�FRQVLVWHQW��

0RVW�RI�WKH�FRYHUDJH�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�FXUUHQW�³FULVLV´�KDV�XVHG�WKH�%RUGHU�3DWURO¶V�UHFHQWO\�SXEOLVKHG�GDWD�VHW��
ZKLFK�EHJLQV�ZLWK�)LVFDO�<HDU��)<���������/RRNLQJ�DW�MXYHQLOH�DSSUHKHQVLRQ�VWDWLVWLFV�EHJLQQLQJ�LQ�)<������
UHYHDOV�KRZ�UHO\LQJ�VROHO\�RQ�WKH�%RUGHU�3DWURO¶V�UHFHQW�GDWD�REVFXUHV�WKH�LVVXH��-XYHQLOH�DSSUHKHQVLRQ�QXPEHUV�
DUH�DFWXDOO\�PXFK�ORZHU�GXULQJ�WKH�³VXUJH´�WKDQ�WKH\�ZHUH�EHIRUH�WKH�UHFHVVLRQ��VHH�¿JXUH�����$FFRUGLQJ�WR�D�
�����UHSRUW�SXEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�&RQJUHVVLRQDO�5HVHDUFK�6HUYLFH��&56���8QDFFRPSDQLHG�$OLHQ�&KLOGUHQ��3ROLFLHV�

DQG�,VVXHV����������
children were 
apprehended in 
)<������2�)RU�
comparison, US 
&XVWRPV�DQG�%RUGHU�
3URWHFWLRQ�FODLPV�WKDW�
�������FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�
DSSUHKHQGHG�LQ�)<�
�����3�,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV�
QHDUO\�WZR�DQG�D�KDOI�
times more children 
were apprehended in 
)<������WKDQ�WKHUH�
ZHUH�LQ�)<�������WKH�
ODVW�FRPSOHWH�\HDU�RI�
WKH�³VXUJH´�IRU�ZKLFK�
we have complete 
annual data.

2 Haddal, Chad C. “Unaccompanied Alien Children: Policies and Issues.” Congressional Research Report for Congress (2007). Web. 
Accessed 24 July 2014.
3 U.S. Customs and Border Patrol. “Juvenile (0-17 Years Old) and Adult Apprehensions - Fiscal Year 2013 (Oct. 1st through Sept. 30th)” 
CBP. Web. Accessed 24 July 2014. 

1There is  no “surging cr is is”
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Sources: Congressional Research Service. "Unaccompanied Alien Children: An Overview." CRS (2014). Web. Accessed 24 July 2014 (http://
fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/230157.pdf). 
--Haddal, Chad C. "Unaccompanied Alien Children: Policies and Issues." Congressional Research Report for Congress (2007). Web. Accessed 
24 July 2014 (http://www.uscrirefugees.org/2010Website/5_Resources/5_3_For_Service_Providers/
5_3_2_Working_with_Refugee_and_Immigrant_Children/CongressionalResearchService.pdf). 
--U.S. Department of Homeland Security. "2012 Yearbook of Immigration Statistics." 2IÀFH�RI�,PPLJUDWLRQ�6WDWLVWLFV�(2013): DHS. Web. 
Accessed 24 July 2014.
--Sapp, Lesley. "Apprehensions by the U.S. Border Patrol: 2005–2010." Fact Sheet (2011): U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Web. 
Accessed 24 July 2014.
--U.S. Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Customs and Border Patrol. “Juvenile (0-17 Years Old) and Adult Apprehensions - Fiscal Year 
2011, 2012, and 2013 (Oct. 1st through Sept. 30th)” DHS, CBP. Web. Accessed 24 July 2014. 

Figure 1:
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7KH�ODQJXDJH�RI�FULVLV�WKDW�LV�FLUFXODWLQJ�LQ�WKH�PHGLD�DQG�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ�REVFXUHV�WKH�ELJJHU�SLFWXUH���:H�ZLOO�
GLVFXVV�LQ�VRPH�GHWDLO�WKH�VSHFL¿FV�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�EHLQJ�DSSUHKHQGHG��EXW�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�NHHS�LQ�PLQG�WKDW�WKHVH�
FKLOGUHQ�UHSUHVHQW�RQO\�D�IUDFWLRQ�RI�DOO�DSSUHKHQVLRQV��VHH�¿JXUH�����,Q�IDFW��FKLOGUHQ�QRW�RQO\�UHSUHVHQW�D�VPDOO�
VKDUH�RI�DOO�DSSUHKHQVLRQV��WKH\�KDYH�UHSUHVHQWHG�URXJKO\�WKH�VDPH�VPDOO�VKDUH�IRU�WKH�EHWWHU�SDUW�RI�D�GHFDGH��VHH�
¿JXUH�����7KLV�LV�LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�PLJUDQWV�EHLQJ�FDXJKW�DORQJ�WKH�ERUGHU�ÀXFWXDWHG�ZLGHO\�
GXULQJ�WKDW�SHULRG��,Q�������MXYHQLOH�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�PDGH�XS����RI�DOO�DSSUHKHQVLRQV� 4�,Q��������D�\HDU�ZLWK�
OHVV�WKDQ�D�WKLUG�DV�PDQ\�WRWDO�DSSUHKHQVLRQV���MXYHQLOH�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�FRQVWLWXWHG�RQO\�����RI�WKH�WRWDO�5  These 
QXPEHUV�VKRZ�WKDW�ZKLOH�UHFRUG�QXPEHUV�RI�GRZQWURGGHQ�FKLOGUHQ�VZDUPLQJ�DFURVV�WKH�ERUGHU�PD\�PDNH�IRU�D�
FRPSHOOLQJ�QHZV�VWRU\��LW�LV�QRW�D�QDUUDWLYH�WKDW�FDQ�VWDQG�XS�WR�KLVWRULFDO�DQG�VWDWLVWLFDO�VFUXWLQ\��

Figure 2:

Figure 3:

 

��+DGGDO��³8QDFFRPSDQLHG�$OLHQ�&KLOGUHQ´.
��8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+RPHODQG�6HFXULW\��³�����<HDUERRN�RI�,PPLJUDWLRQ�6WDWLVWLFV�´�2I¿FH�RI�,PPLJUDWLRQ�6WDWLVWLFV���������'+6��:HE��
$FFHVVHG����-XO\������
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Sources: Congressional Research Service. "Unaccompanied Alien Children: An Overview." CRS (2014). Web. Accessed 24 
July 2014 (http://fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/230157.pdf). 
Haddal, Chad C. "Unaccompanied Alien Children: Policies and Issues." Congressional Research Report for Congress 
(2007). Web. Accessed 24 July 2014 (http://www.uscrirefugees.org/2010Website/5_Resources/5_3_For_Service_Providers/
5_3_2_Working_with_Refugee_and_Immigrant_Children/CongressionalResearchService.pdf). 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security. "2012 Yearbook of Immigration Statistics." 0GmDF�PG�*NNJHSBUJPO�4UBUJTUJDT�(2013): 
DHS. Web. Accessed 24 July 2014.
Sapp, Lesley. "Apprehensions by the U.S. Border Patrol: 2005–2010." Fact Sheet (2011): U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security. Web. Accessed 24 July 2014. 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Customs and Border Patrol. “Juvenile (0-17 Years Old) and Adult 
Apprehensions - Fiscal Year 2011, 2012, and 2013 (Oct. 1st through Sept. 30th)” DHS, CBP. Web. Accessed 24 July 2014. 
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91%

FY 2006: Juvenile Apprehension as 
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Source: Congressional Research Service. "Unaccompanied Alien Children: An 
Overview." CRS (2014). Web. Accessed 24 July 2014 (http://fpc.state.gov/documents/
organization/230157.pdf). 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security. "2012 Yearbook of Immigration Statistics." 
2IÀFH�RI�,PPLJUDWLRQ�6WDWLVWLFV�(2013): DHS. Web. Accessed 24 July 2014.
!
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89%

FY 2013: Juvenile Apprehension as 
Share of Total

Juvenile Apprehensions Adult Apprehensions

Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Customs and Border Patrol. 
“Juvenile (0-17 Years Old) and Adult Apprehensions - Fiscal Year 2013 (Oct. 1st through 
Sept. 30th)” DHS, CBP. Web. Accessed 24 July 2014. 
!
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2The surge in the apprehension of  “unaccompanied 
al ien chi ldren” is an ar t i fact  of  the Traf f ick ing Vict ims 
Protec t ion Reauthor izat ion Act  of  2008.

The dramatic difference between the pre-recession and current apprehension numbers is the result of changes in the 
ZD\�WKDW�DSSUHKHQGHG�MXYHQLOHV�ZHUH�EHLQJ�FODVVL¿HG�EHIRUH�DQG�DIWHU�������,Q�������RQO\������RI�DSSUHKHQGHG�
children were unaccompanied.��,Q�������8$&�PDGH�XS�QHDUO\�����SHUFHQW�RI�DSSUHKHQGHG�FKLOGUHQ��VHH�¿JXUH�
4).��,I�WRWDO�MXYHQLOH�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�DUH�QRZ�ORZHU��ZK\�DUH�VR�PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�UHFHQWO\�DSSUHKHQGHG�FKLOGUHQ�EHLQJ�
FODVVL¿HG�DV�XQDFFRPSDQLHG"�7KH�DQVZHU�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�E\�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�:LOEHUIRUFH�7UDI¿FNLQJ�
9LFWLPV�3URWHFWLRQ�5HDXWKRUL]DWLRQ�$FW�RI������������7935$��KDV�DOWHUHG�WKH�%RUGHU�3DWURO¶V�RSHUDWLRQDO�
procedures. 

$OPRVW�DOO�RI�WKH�UHFHQW�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH������7935$�KDV�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�VWUDLQ�LW�SODFHV�RQ�LPPLJUDWLRQ�FRXUWV��
EXW�OLWWOH�DWWHQWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�JLYHQ�WR�KRZ�WKH�ODZ�FKDQJHG�WKH�ZD\�DSSUHKHQGHG�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�LQWHUYLHZHG�DQG�
FODVVL¿HG��7KH�QXPEHU�RI�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�FKLOGUHQ�%RUGHU�3DWURO�UHSRUWHG�DSSUHKHQGLQJ�MXPSHG�IURP�DURXQG�������
LQ������WR�DOPRVW��������LQ�������WKH�\HDU�WKDW�WKH������7935$�WRRN�HIIHFW��DJDLQ��VHH�¿JXUH������7KLV�VWURQJO\�
VXJJHVWV�WKDW�SULRU�WR�WKH������7935$�PLVFODVVL¿FDWLRQ�ZDV�ZLGHVSUHDG��DQG�WKDW�WKH�ODZ�OHG�WR�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�
%RUGHU�3DWURO¶V�VFUHHQLQJ�DQG�LQWHUYLHZ�SURFHGXUHV��$������&RQJUHVVLRQDO�5HVHDUFK�6HUYLFH��&56��UHSRUW�WLWOHG�
8QDFFRPSDQLHG�$OLHQ�&KLOGUHQ��3ROLFLHV�DQG�,VVXHV�UHLQIRUFHV�WKH�VXJJHVWLRQ�WKDW�WKH������7935$�PDGH�%RUGHU�
3DWURO¶V�FODVVL¿FDWLRQ�SURFHVV�PRUH�DFFXUDWH���7KH�UHSRUW�FLWHV�FODLPV�PDGH�E\�DGYRFDF\�JURXSV�ZKR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
%RUGHU�3DWURO�RI¿FLDOV�ZHUH�GHOLEHUDWHO\�PLVFODVVLI\LQJ�VRPH�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��,QYHVWLJDWLRQV�E\�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�

RI�-XVWLFH��'2-��DQG�WKH�
Department of Homeland 
6HFXULW\��'+6��FRQ¿UPHG�
that accompanied and 
unaccompanied children 
KDG�EHHQ�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�
PLVFODVVL¿HG�EXW�DOVR�
VWDWHG�WKDW�³PDOLFLRXV�
LQWHQW´�FRXOG�QRW�EH�
proven.� :KLOH�LW�LV�
encouraging that punitive 
PLVFODVVL¿FDWLRQ�ZDV�
PRVW�OLNHO\�QRW�RFFXUULQJ��
WKH�'+6�DQG�'2-¶V�
FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�RI�GHOLEHUDWH�
PLVFODVVL¿FDWLRQ�VXJJHVWV�
that border enforcement 
RI¿FLDOV�YLHZHG�
FODVVL¿FDWLRQ�FDWHJRULHV�DV�
malleable. 

6 Haddal, “Unaccompanied Alien Children”.
7 CBP, “Juvenile and Adult Apprehensions FY 2013”.
8 Congressional Research Service. “Unaccompanied Alien Children: An Overview.” CRS (2014). Web. Accessed 24 July 2014 (http://fpc.
state.gov/documents/organization/230157.pdf).
9 Haddal, “Unaccompanied Alien Children”.
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July 2014 (http://fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/230157.pdf). 
--Haddal, Chad C. "Unaccompanied Alien Children: Policies and Issues." Congressional Research Report for Congress (2007). 
Web. Accessed 24 July 2014 (http://www.uscrirefugees.org/2010Website/5_Resources/5_3_For_Service_Providers/
5_3_2_Working_with_Refugee_and_Immigrant_Children/CongressionalResearchService.pdf). 
--U.S. Department of Homeland Security. "2012 Yearbook of Immigration Statistics." 0GmDF�PG�*NNJHSBUJPO�4UBUJTUJDT�(2013): 
DHS. Web. Accessed 24 July 2014.
--Sapp, Lesley. "Apprehensions by the U.S. Border Patrol: 2005–2010." Fact Sheet (2011): U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security. Web. Accessed 24 July 2014.
--U.S. Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Customs and Border Patrol. “Juvenile (0-17 Years Old) and Adult 
Apprehensions - Fiscal Year 2011, 2012, and 2013 (Oct. 1st through Sept. 30th)” DHS, CBP. Web. Accessed 24 July 2014. 

Figure 4:
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,Q�OLJKW�RI�WKH�GUDPDWLF�LQFUHDVH�LQ�8$&�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�DIWHU�WKH������7935$��WKH�FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�
PLVFODVVL¿FDWLRQ�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�FXUUHQW�³VXUJH´�LQ�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�FKLOGUHQ�LV�DW�OHDVW�SDUWLDOO\�WKH�SURGXFW�RI�
FKDQJLQJ�OHJDO�JXLGHOLQHV��DQG�RI�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQW�WKDW�WKH�%RUGHU�3DWURO�PRUH�DFFXUDWHO\�FODVVLI\�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�WKDW�
WKH\�DSSUHKHQG��7KLV�LV�D�JRRG�WKLQJ��7KH������7935$�KHOSV�LQVXUH�WKDW�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�DFFXUDWHO\�
FODVVL¿HG�DQG�SURWHFWV�WKHLU�ULJKW�WR�GXH�SURFHVV��7KHVH�SURWHFWLRQV�VKRXOG�EH�H[WHQGHG�WR�DOO�LPPLJUDQW�FKLOGUHQ��
LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�IURP�0H[LFR�DQG�&DQDGD��+RZHYHU��FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�SRVW������7935$�LQFUHDVH�LQ�8$&�
apprehension, and the high level of pre-recession juvenile migration, the current levels of UAC apprehension 
ZHUH�SUHGLFWDEOH�DQG�VKRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�SODQQHG�IRU�E\�LPPLJUDWLRQ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI¿FLDOV��7KHVH�RI¿FLDOV¶�FXUUHQW�
LQDELOLW\�WR�KRXVH�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�WR�KDQGOH�WKHLU�OHJDO�SURFHHGLQJV�LQ�D�WLPHO\�PDQQHU��GRHV�QRW�
VWHP�IURP�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�LQFUHDVH�LQ�FKLOG�PLJUDWLRQ��RU�IURP�D�ODFN�RI�HQIRUFHPHQW�UHVRXUFHV��,W�LV�LQVWHDG�WKH�
SURGXFW�RI�ZHOO�IXQGHG�LPPLJUDWLRQ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DJHQFLHV¶�ODFN�RI�IRUHVLJKW�

3The cris is is not a Central  American phenomenon; 
Mexican migrat ion cont inues to be the larger 
component

7KH�³VXUJH´�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�KDV�FHQWHUHG�RQ�WKH�SUHGRPLQDQFH�RI�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQV�DPRQJ�WKH�DSSUHKHQGHG�8$&��
7KH�LQFUHDVLQJ�PLJUDWLRQ�RI�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQV�JHQHUDOO\�LV�QHLWKHU�VKRFNLQJ�QRU�XQH[SHFWHG��LW�LV�LQVWHDG�WKH�
ODWHVW�DUWLFXODWLRQ�RI�D�FOHDUO\�YLVLEOH�WUHQG��+RZHYHU��GHVFULELQJ�WKH�VXUJH�DV�D�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�SKHQRPHQRQ�LV�
LQDFFXUDWH�DQG�PD\�LQKLELW�RXU�DELOLW\�WR�DFFXUDWHO\�GLDJQRVH�DQG�WUHDW�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�SRVHG�E\�D�F\FOLFDO�SDWWHUQ�
RI�LPPLJUDWLRQ�ÀRZV���:KLOH�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�LPPLJUDWLRQ�LV�LQFUHDVLQJ��0H[LFR�VWLOO�VHQGV�PDQ\�PRUH�PLJUDQWV�
WR�WKH�86��VHH�¿JXUH�����&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQV�PDNH�XS�D�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�VHJPHQW�RI�WKH�8$&�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�SDUW�
EHFDXVH�RI�GHPRJUDSKLF�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�86¶V�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�ERUQ�DQG�0H[LFDQ�ERUQ�FRPPXQLWLHV��EXW�
WKHVH�GLIIHUHQFHV�GR�QRW�IXOO\�H[SODLQ�ZK\�VR�PDQ\�DSSUHKHQGHG�8$&�DUH�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�

&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQV�UHSUHVHQW�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�ODUJH�VKDUH�RI�WKH�XQDXWKRUL]HG�LPPLJUDQW�SRSXODWLRQ��EXW�0H[LFR�
LV�VWLOO�WKH�SULPDU\�VHQGLQJ�QDWLRQ�E\�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�DPRXQW��6HH�¿JXUH�����,Q�)<�������WKH�\HDU�ZLWK�WKH�PRVW�
WRWDO�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�RI�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQV�DQG�WKH�OHDVW�RI�0H[LFDQV�IRU�ZKLFK�QDWLRQ�RI�RULJLQ�DSSUHKHQVLRQ�GDWD�
LV�DYDLODEOH����������0H[LFDQ�PLJUDQWV�ZHUH�DSSUHKHQGHG�DQG�RQO\���������&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQV����<HW��DFFRUGLQJ�
WR�&%3��PRUH�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�DSSUHKHQGHG�LQ�������DQG�VR�IDU�LQ�������WKDQ�
ZHUH�0H[LFDQ�8$&�11 This paints a picture of an apprehended and unaccompanied child population that is the 
GHPRJUDSKLF�UHYHUVH�RI�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�LQ�JHQHUDO��)XUWKHU�DQDO\VLV�LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�IXOO\�H[SODLQ�WKH�FDXVHV�RI�WKLV�
G\QDPLF��EXW�GHPRJUDSKLF�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�QDWLRQV¶�IRUHLJQ�ERUQ�SRSXODWLRQV�LQ�WKH�86�GRHV�SURYLGH�D�
SDUWLDO�H[SODQDWLRQ�

)RU�RYHU�D�GHFDGH�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD¶V�VKDUH�RI�DSSUHKHQGHG�PLJUDQWV�KDV�EHHQ�ULVLQJ�ZKLOH�0H[LFR¶V�VKDUH�KDV�
fallen. This change in the national composition of the migrants attempting to cross the border, and the demographic 
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKH�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�ERUQ�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�86��KHOSV�H[SODLQ�ZK\�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�
FRPLQJ�QRUWK�LQ�ODUJH�QXPEHUV��*HQHUDOO\��&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�ERUQ�UHVLGHQWV�IURP�WKH�SULPDU\�LPPLJUDQW�VHQGLQJ�
QDWLRQV��(O�6DOYDGRU��*XDWHPDOD��DQG�+RQGXUDV��DUH�ERWK�\RXQJHU�DQG�QHZHU�WR�WKH�86�WKDQ�DUH�WKHLU�0H[LFDQ�
FRXQWHUSDUWV��6SHFL¿FDOO\��MXVW�RYHU�WKLUW\�SHUFHQW�RI�*XDWHPDODQ�DQG�+RQGXUDQ�ERUQ�LPPLJUDQWV�LQ�WKH�86�DUH�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI����WR�����ZKHUHDV�RQO\�������SHUFHQW�RI�0H[LFDQ�ERUQ�LPPLJUDQWV�DUH�LQ�WKDW�DJH�UDQJH�12 
<RXQJ�SDUHQWV�LQ�WKLV�DJH�UDQJH�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�KDG�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�ZHUH�QRW�ROG�HQRXJK�WR�PDNH�WKH�WULS�
DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKHLU�FURVVLQJ��7KHVH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�QRZ�UHDFKLQJ�WKH�DJH�ZKHUH�WKH\�FDQ�WUDYHO�QRUWK�DQG��GXH�WR�WKH�

���'+6�������<HDUERRN
���8�6��&XVWRPV�DQG�%RUGHU�3URWHFWLRQ��³6RXWKZHVW�%RUGHU�8QDFFRPSDQLHG�$OLHQ�&KLOGUHQ�´�&%3��:HE��$FFHVVHG����-XO\�������KWWS���
ZZZ�FES�JRY�QHZVURRP�VWDWV�VRXWKZHVW�ERUGHU�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�FKLOGUHQ
���8QLWHG�6WDWHV�&HQVXV�%XUHDX���$PHULFDQ�)DFW)LQGHU��³6������6HOHFWHG�3RSXODWLRQ�3UR¿OH´��������<HDU�$PHULFDQ�&RPPXQLW\�6XUYH\��
8�6��&HQVXV�%XUHDX¶V�$PHULFDQ�&RPPXQLW\�6XUYH\�2I¿FH��������:HE��$FFHVVHG����-XO\�������KWWS���IDFW¿QGHU��FHQVXV�JRY).

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5YR_B11001&prodType=table
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Figure 5:
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6�4��%FQBSUNFOU�PG�)PNFMBOE�4FDVSJUZ��ý�����:FBSCPPL�PG�*NNJHSBUJPO�4UBUJTUJDT�ý�0GmDF�PG�*NNJHSBUJPO�4UBUJTUJDT�	����
��
DHS. Web. Accessed 24 July 2014.

OHQJWK�RI�WKH�UHFHVVLRQ��WKLV�PD\�EH�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKDW�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�KDYH�KDG�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�WR�KHOS�VXSSRUW�WKDW�
MRXUQH\��&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�ERUQ�LPPLJUDQWV�DUH�DOVR�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�UHFHQW�DUULYDOV�WR�WKH�86��ZKLFK�LQFUHDVHV�WKH�
OLNHOLKRRG�WKDW�WKH\�VWLOO�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�KRPH�FRXQWU\��:KLOH��WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�LV�OHVV�SURQRXQFHG�ZLWK�
WKH�(O�6DOYDGRULDQ�ERUQ��+RQGXUDQV�DQG�*XDWHPDODQV�JHQHUDOO\�DUULYHG�PXFK�ODWHU�WKDQ�GLG�WKH�0H[LFDQ�ERUQ�������
��RI�*XDWHPDODQ�ERUQ��DQG�������RI�WKH�+RQGXUDQ�ERUQ�SRSXODWLRQ�DUULYHG�LQ�WKH�86�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������
ZKLOH�RQO\�������RI�0H[LFDQV�DUULYHG�GXULQJ�WKDW�SHULRG�13��:KLOH�WKH\�GR�QRW�IXOO\�H[SODLQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD¶V�
GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�VKDUH�RI�8$&�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�WKHVH�GHPRJUDSKLF�GLIIHUHQFHV�DUH�VLJQL¿FDQW��

,Q�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�GHPRJUDSKLF�IRUFHV��FKDQJHV�LQ�PLJUDWRU\�SDWWHUQV�PD\�DOVR�KHOS�H[SODLQ�WKH�GLVSURSRUWLRQDOO\�
ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQV�LQ�WKH�DSSUHKHQGHG�8$&�SRSXODWLRQ��&XUUHQWO\��WKH�PRVW�W\SLFDO�PLJUDWRU\�
SDWWHUQ�LQYROYHV�WKUHH�GLVWLQFW�SKDVHV��)LUVW��ZRUNLQJ�DJH�DGXOWV�FRPH�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�ORRNLQJ�IRU�ZRUN��2QFH�
WKH\¶YH�IRXQG�HPSOR\PHQW��WKH\�EHJLQ�VDYLQJ��7KHQ�WKH\�XVH�WKHVH�VDYLQJV�WR�VPXJJOH�WKHLU�UHPDLQLQJ�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV�LQWR�WKH�FRXQWU\��7KLV�SDWWHUQ�KDV�W\SLFDOO\�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�WKH�0H[LFDQ�PLJUDWRU\�H[SHULHQFH��EXW�LQ�
UHFHQW�\HDUV�0H[LFDQ�PLJUDWLRQ�KDV�GHFUHDVHG�ZKLOH�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�LPPLJUDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�RQ�WKH�ULVH��$V�WKH\�
KDYH�FRPH�WR�FRQVWLWXWH�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�VKDUH�RI�WKH�XQDXWKRUL]HG�SRSXODWLRQ��&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQV�KDYH�DGRSWHG�
WKH�PLJUDWRU\�SDWWHUQV�RI�WKHLU�0H[LFDQ�SUHGHFHVVRUV��0DQ\�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�FXUUHQWO\�EHLQJ�GHWDLQHG�DORQJ�WKH�
VRXWKZHVW�ERUGHU�DUH�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�MRLQ�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�WKDW�DUH�DOUHDG\�LQ�WKH�86��$�UHFHQW�0RWKHU�-RQHV�DUWLFOH�
FODLPHG�WKDW�URXJKO\����SHUFHQW�RI�DSSUHKHQGHG�DQG�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�FKLOGUHQ�HQG�XS�VWD\LQJ�ZLWK�86�EDVHG�IDPLO\�
members before their removal hearings.14 

7KH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�WKLV�PLJUDWRU\�SDWWHUQ�LQ�WKH�PLG�����¶V�FRLQFLGHG�ZLWK�D�KDUGHQLQJ�RI�WKH�ERUGHU�DQG�WKH�
PLOLWDUL]DWLRQ�RI�LPPLJUDWLRQ�HQIRUFHPHQW��,Q�������WKH�EXGJHW�RI�WKH�IHGHUDO�DJHQF\�WDVNHG�ZLWK�LPPLJUDWLRQ�
HQIRUFHPHQW��WKH�,PPLJUDWLRQ�DQG�1DWXUDOL]DWLRQ�6HUYLFH��,16���ZDV�URXJKO\�����PLOOLRQ�GROODUV�15�,Q�������WKH�
FROOHFWLYH�EXGJHW�RI�WKH�,16¶V�VXFFHVVRUV��&XVWRPV�DQG�%RUGHU�3URWHFWLRQ��&%3��DQG�,PPLJUDWLRQ�DQG�&XVWRPV�

���&HQVXV��³�����$&6���<HDU�´
14�*RUGRQ��,DQ��³�������.LGV�:LOO�6KRZ�8S�$ORQH�DW�2XU�%RUGHU�7KLV�<HDU��:KDW�+DSSHQV�WR�7KHP"´�0RWKHU�-RQHV��:HE��$FFHVVHG����
-XO\��������KWWS���ZZZ�PRWKHUMRQHV�FRP�SROLWLFV���������FKLOG�PLJUDQWV�VXUJH�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�FHQWUDO�DPHULFD) 
15 86�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH��'2-���-XVWLFH�0DQDJHPHQW�'LYLVLRQ����������%XGJHW�7UHQG�'DWD��)URP������7KURXJK�WKH�3UHVLGHQW¶V������
5HTXHVW�WR�WKH�&RQJUHVV��:DVKLQJWRQ��'&��'2-���KWWS���ZZZ�MXVWLFH�JRY�DUFKLYH�MPG�����B����������SGI�SDJH��������SGI 

http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2014/06/child-migrants-surge-unaccompanied-central-america
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Figure 6:
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Sources: US Department of Justice (DOJ), Justice Management Division. (2002). Budget Trend Data: From 1975 Through the President's 2003 Request to the 
Congress. Washington, DC: DOJ.  http://www.justice.gov/archive/jmd/1975_2002/2002/pdf/page104-108.pdf 
p. 106.
-US Department of Homeland Security (DHS). (2004). Budget in Brief FY 2005. Washington, DC: DHS. http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/budget_bib-fy2005.pdf 
-Also Budgets-in-Brief for FY2006, FY2007, FY2009, FY2011, FY2013, FY2015.
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!

(QIRUFHPHQW��,&(���ZDV�MXVW�XQGHU�����ELOOLRQ�GROODUV��VHH�)LJXUH�������,Q�������WKDW�QXPEHU�KDG�JURZQ�WR�RYHU�
���ELOOLRQ�GROODUV��6HH�¿JXUH�������7KLV�KDV�OHG�WR�DQ�LPPLJUDWLRQ�HQIRUFHPHQW�V\VWHP�WKDW�LV�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�
H[SHULHQFLQJ�IDOOLQJ�SURGXFWLYLW\�DQG�VRDULQJ�FRVWV��$QQXDO�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�SHU�%RUGHU�3DWURO�DJHQW�KDYH�IDOOHQ�IURP�
MXVW�XQGHU�����LQ������WR�MXVW�XQGHU�WKLUW\�¿YH�LQ�������VHH�)LJXUH�����$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�FRVW�RI�WKHVH�
DSSUHKHQVLRQV�KDV�VN\URFNHWHG��,Q�������WD[SD\HUV�SDLG��������SHU�DSSUHKHQVLRQ��,Q�������WR�FRVW�WR�WD[�SD\HUV�KDG�
ULVHQ�WR����������7KH�G\QDPLFV�RI�WKLV�LQHIIHFWLYH��XQSURGXFWLYH�DQG�LQKXPDQH�V\VWHP�DUH�GHVFULEHG�LQ�GHWDLO�LQ�
7KH�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�,QWHJUDWLRQ�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�&HQWHU¶V�IRUWKFRPLQJ�SDSHU��³7KH�6RDULQJ�&RVW�RI�&DWFKLQJ�D�
0H[LFDQ�´

$OO�WKH�PRQH\�VSHQW�RQ�ERUGHU�HQIRUFHPHQW�KDV�KDG�DV�PXFK�VXFFHVV�LQ�NHHSLQJ�XQDXWKRUL]HG�LPPLJUDQWV�LQ�WKH�86�
DV�LW�KDV�RQ�NHHSLQJ�WKHP�RXW��,W�EURNH�ORQJ�HVWDEOLVKHG�FLUFXODU�PLJUDWLRQ�SDWWHUQV��LQ�ZKLFK�LPPLJUDQWV�FDPH�WR�
WKH�86�IRU�VHDVRQDO�DJULFXOWXUH�ZRUN�DQG�WKHQ�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKHLU�KRPH�FRXQWULHV��7KH�PLOLWDUL]HG�ERUGHU�DOVR�UDLVHG�
WKH�SULFHV�FKDUJHG�E\�SHRSOH�VPXJJOHUV��RU�&R\RWHV��ZKLFK�LQ�WXUQ�PDGH�FLUFXODU�PLJUDWLRQ�FRVW�SURKLELWLYH��,W�ZDV�

both safer and cheaper 
WR�¿QG�SHUPDQHQW�ZRUN�
LQ�WKH�86��DQG�WR�SD\�WKH�
FR\RWHV�WKH�RQH�WLPH�FRVW�
RI�EULQJLQJ�\RXU�IDPLO\�
DFURVV�DIWHU�\RX��)DPLO\�
PHPEHUV�WRR�\RXQJ�WR�
ZRUN�KDYH�EHHQ�FRPLQJ�
QRUWK�HYHU�VLQFH��2IWHQ�
WKH\�DUH�ERWK�XQGHUDJH�DQG�
unaccompanied.

9LROHQFH�DQG�SRYHUW\�UHPDLQ�LPSRUWDQW�URRW�FDXVHV�RI�WKH�VXSSO\�RI�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�PLJUDQWV�JHQHUDOO\��EXW�
FKDQJHV�LQ�SRYHUW\�DQG�PXUGHU�UDWHV�GR�QRW�GLUHFWO\�FRUUHODWH�ZLWK�FKDQJHV�LQ�HPLJUDWLRQ�UDWHV��,W�LV�FULWLFDOO\�
LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHHPSKDVL]H�WKDW�ZKLOH�FKDQJHV�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�YLROHQFH�DQG�SRYHUW\�UDWHV�GR�QRW�H[SODLQ�WKH�
UHFHQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�8$&�DSSUHKHQVLRQ��PDQ\�RI�WKH�DSSUHKHQGHG�FKLOGUHQ�VWLOO�KDYH�D�FUHGLEOH�IHDU�RI�SHUVHFXWLRQ�
LQ�WKHLU�KRPH�FRXQWULHV�ZHUH�WKH\�WR�EH�GHSRUWHG��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�86�ODZ��WKHVH�FKLOGUHQ�VKRXOG�EH�
JUDQWHG�DV\OXP�DQG�EH�DOORZHG�WR�UHPDLQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�UHODWLYHV�LQ�WKLV�FRXQWU\��

���,ELG�
���86�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+RPHODQG�6HFXULW\��'+6�����������%XGJHW�LQ�%ULHI�)<�������:DVKLQJWRQ��'&��'+6��KWWS���ZZZ�GKV�JRY�[OLEUDU\�
DVVHWV�PJPW�GKV�EXGJHW�LQ�EULHI�I\�����SGI

4Central  American violence and pover ty are st i l l  root 
causes, but  do not dr ive the level  of  migrat ion.
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7KH�UHFHQWO\�UHOHDVHG�%RUGHU�3DWURO�GDWD�VHW�VKRZV�D�VKDUS�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�DSSUHKHQGHG�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�
(O�6DOYDGRU��*XDWHPDOD��DQG�+RQGXUDV�LQ�������DQ�HYHQ�VKDUSHU�LQFUHDVH�LQ�������DQG�DQ�H[WUHPH�LQFUHDVH�VR�IDU�
LQ�������VHH�¿JXUH�������:KLOH�WKH�QXPEHUV�RI�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�IURP�HDFK�FRXQWU\�DUH�ULVLQJ�DW�VLPLODU�UDWHV��WKHVH�
FRXQWULHV�DUH�H[SHULHQFLQJ�GLYHUJHQW�OHYHOV�DQG�SDWWHUQV�RI�YLROHQFH��

Figure 7:

$�VLGH�E\�VLGH�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�FULPH�DQG�HPLJUDWLRQ�UDWHV�VKRZV�WKH�OLPLWHG�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR��VHH�¿JXUHV�
��DQG�����$V�KDV�EHHQ�ZLGHO\�UHSRUWHG��+RQGXUDV�KDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�PXUGHU�UDWH�LQ�WKH�:HVWHUQ�+HPLVSKHUH��%HWZHHQ�
�����DQG�������$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�8�1��2I¿FH�RQ�'UXJV�DQG�&ULPH��WKH�+RQGXUDQ�PXUGHU�UDWH�DOPRVW�GRXEOHG��IURP�
���PXUGHUV�SHU���������SHRSOH�WR�URXJKO\����PXUGHUV�SHU���������SHRSOH��� Despite Honduras having a larger 
SRSXODWLRQ�WKDQ�(O�6DOYDGRU��MXVW�XQGHU�����PLOOLRQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�MXVW�RYHU�����PLOOLRQ��� and a murder rate that in 
�����ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�GRXEOH�WKDW�RI�(O�6DOYDGRU�21�WKHUH�DUH�OHVV�WKDQ�KDOI�DV�PDQ\�+RQGXUDQ�ERUQ�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�
United States.22�'XULQJ�WKDW�VDPH�WLPH�SHULRG��(O�6DOYDGRU¶V�PXUGHU�UDWH�ÀXFWXDWHG��EXW�XOWLPDWHO\�UHWXUQHG�LQ������
ZKDW�LW�KDG�EHHQ�LQ������23�<HW��WKH�(O�6DOYDGRULDQ�ERUQ�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�86�JDLQHG�RYHU���������QHZ�PHPEHUV��
ZKLOH�WKH�+RQGXUDQ�ERUQ�SRSXODWLRQ�JUHZ�E\�MXVW�XQGHU���������24�7KH�+RQGXUDQ�PXUGHU�UDWH�VN\URFNHWHG�VL[�\HDUV�
DJR��EXW�WKH�LQFUHDVHG�DSSUHKHQVLRQ�RI�+RQGXUDQ�FKLOGUHQ�EHJDQ�RQO\�LQ��������6HH�$SSHQGL[�$�IRU�D�PRUH�GHWDLOHG�
GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�RXU�VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�DQG�¿QGLQJV��

7KHUH�LV�KRZHYHU�D�ORQJ�WHUP�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�PLJUDWLRQ�DQG�YLROHQFH�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��,PPLJUDWLRQ�WR�WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�EHJDQ�LQ�HDUQHVW�GXULQJ�WKH�ODWH�����V�DQG�HDUO\�����V�ZKHQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�ZDV�UDFNHG�E\�D�VHULHV�RI�FLYLO�
ZDUV���&RQVXPPDWH�FROG�ZDUULRUV�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH��WKH�5HDJDQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�SOD\HG�DQ�DFWLYH�UROH�LQ�WKHVH�FRQÀLFWV��
VSHQGLQJ�ELOOLRQ�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�GHDWK�VTXDG�ZLHOGLQJ�PLOLWDU\�JRYHUQPHQWV���7KH�UHODWLYH�SHDFH�DIWHU�WKH�ZDUV�ZDV�
GLVUXSWHG�E\�WKH�86¶V�SROLF\�RI�GHSRUWLQJ�XQGRFXPHQWHG�JDQJ�PHPEHUV���06����DQG���th street, the two largest 
JDQJV�LQ�DOO�WKUHH�PLJUDQW�VHQGLQJ�FRXQWULHV��EHJDQ�LQ�/RV�$QJHOHV��DQG�RQO\�WRRN�KROG�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�DIWHU�
their members were deported en masse.

 

���&%3��³6RXWKZHVW�%RUGHU�8QDFFRPSDQLHG�$OLHQ�&KLOGUHQ�´
���8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�2I¿FH�RQ�'UXJV�DQG�&ULPH��³,QWHQWLRQDO�+RPLFLGH�&RXQWV�DQG�5DWH�SHU���������3RSXODWLRQ��E\�&RXQWU\�7HUULWRU\�
�����������´�812'&��:HE��$FFHVVHG����-XO\�������KWWS���ZZZ�XQRGF�RUJ�JVK�HQ�GDWD�KWPO���
���7KH�:RUOG�%DQN��³'DWD��(O�6DOYDGRU�´�:HE��$FFHVVHG����-XO\�������KWWS���GDWD�ZRUOGEDQN�RUJ�FRXQWU\�HO�VDOYDGRU����
$1'�7KH�:RUOG�%DQN��³'DWD��+RQGXUDV�´�:HE��$FFHVVHG����-XO\�������KWWS���GDWD�ZRUOGEDQN�RUJ�FRXQWU\�KRQGXUDV���
���81�2I¿FH�RQ�'UXJV�RQ�&ULPH��³,QWHQWLRQDO�+RPLFLGH�&RXQWV´�
���&HQVXV��³�����$&6���<HDU�´
���81�2I¿FH�RQ�'UXJV�RQ�&ULPH��³,QWHQWLRQDO�+RPLFLGH�&RXQWV´�
���&HQVXV��³�����$&6���<HDU�´
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7KH�:RUOG�%DQN¶V�SRYHUW\�KHDG�FRXQW�SURYLGHV�OHVV�GDWD�SRLQWV�WKDQ�GRHV�WKH�8�1�¶V�GDWD�RQ�QDWLRQDO�PXUGHU�UDWHV��
EXW�ZKDW�GDWD�LV�DYDLODEOH�DOVR�VKRZV�OLWWOH�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�FKDQJHV�LQ�QDWLRQDO�SRYHUW\�UDWHV�DQG�LPPLJUDWLRQ�
ÀRZV��&DOFXODWHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VWDQGDUGV��WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�SHRSOH�PDNLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�������86'�D�GD\�
LV�KLJKHVW�LQ�+RQGXUDV��DQG�KDV�EHHQ�VLQFH�DW�OHDVW������25�+RQGXUDV�LV�IROORZHG�FORVHO\�E\�*XDWHPDOD��� while a 
VLJQL¿FDQWO\�VPDOOHU�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�(O�6DOYDGRULDQV���DQG�0H[LFDQV���DUH�OLYLQJ�LQ�SRYHUW\��7KH�RUGHU�RI�WKLV�OLVW�LV�
LQYHUWHG�ZKHQ�RQH�ORRNV�DW�WKH�VL]H�RI�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�QDWLRQV¶�LPPLJUDQW�FRPPXQLWLHV�LQ�WKH�86��VHH�¿JXUHV����DQG�
�����:KLOH�0H[LFR¶V�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�ODUJHU�WKDQ�DQ\�FRXQWU\�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��DQG�LV�PXFK�FORVHU�JHRJUDSKLFDOO\�
WR�WKH�86��WKHVH�PLWLJDWLQJ�IDFWRUV�GR�QRW�DSSO\�WR�WKH�RWKHU�QDWLRQV��)RU�FRXQWULHV�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�WKH�SRYHUW\�
UDWH�KDV�QR�GLUHFW�EHDULQJ�RQ�WKH�UDWH�DW�ZKLFK�LWV�FLWL]HQV�PLJUDWH�WR�WKH�86�

Figures 10 and 11:

 

7KH�VWUHQJWK�RI�WKH�86�MRE�PDUNHW��DERYH�DOO�RWKHU�IDFWRUV��GHWHUPLQHV�ZKHQ�PLJUDQWV�DUH�QHHGHG�DQG�KRZ�PDQ\�
FRPH�WR�¿OO�WKH�GHPDQG�IRU�ODERU��6WDWLVWLFDOO\��WKH�UHFHQW�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�86¶V�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�LV�WKH�SULQFLSOH�
cause of increased immigration among both adults and children. A long literature of statistical research has shown 
WKDW�DV�XQHPSOR\PHQW�GURSV��DQG�MREV�EHFRPH�HDVLHU�WR�JHW��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�XQGRFXPHQWHG�LPPLJUDQWV�OLYLQJ�LQ�

25 �7KH�:RUOG�%DQN��³'DWD��+RQGXUDV�´�:HE��$FFHVVHG����-XO\�������KWWS���GDWD�ZRUOGEDQN�RUJ�FRXQWU\�KRQGXUDV���
26  7KH�:RUOG�%DQN��³'DWD��*XDWHPDOD�´�:HE��$FFHVVHG����-XO\�������KWWS���GDWD�ZRUOGEDQN�RUJ�FRXQWU\�JXDWHPDOD��
27  7KH�:RUOG�%DQN��³'DWD��(O�6DOYDGRU�´�:HE��$FFHVVHG����-XO\�������KWWS���GDWD�ZRUOGEDQN�RUJ�FRXQWU\�HO�VDOYDGRU��
����7KH�:RUOG�%DQN��³'DWD��0H[LFR�´�:HE��$FFHVVHG����-XO\�������KWWS���GDWD�ZRUOGEDQN�RUJ�FRXQWU\�PH[LFR��

Figures 8 and 9:
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WKH�86�LQFUHDVHV��:KHQ�WKH�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�LV�KLJK�DQG�MREV�DUH�VFDUFH��VR�WRR�DUH�WKH�XQGRFXPHQWHG��,W�LV�QRW�
VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�WKH�HFRQRPLF�UHFRYHU\��FRXSOHG�ZLWK�IDOOLQJ�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWHV��KDV�WULJJHUHG�D�GUDPDWLF�LQFUHDVH�
in immigration.  1RU�LV�LW�VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�FKLOGUHQ�UHSUHVHQW�D�UHODWLYHO\�ODUJH�VHJPHQW�RI�WKLV�
LQFUHDVH��7KH�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�JUHDW�UHFHVVLRQ��FRXSOHG�ZLWK�WKH�PRUH�UHFHQW�DUULYDO�DQG�UHODWLYH�\RXWK�RI�WKH�86¶V�
&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�ERUQ�SRSXODWLRQ��PHDQV�WKDW�IRU�PDQ\�RI�WKHP�WKLV�LV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKH\�KDYH�KDG�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�
FDSDFLW\�WR�EULQJ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�QRUWK��

7KH�KLVWRULFDO�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VWUHQJWK�RI�WKH�86�MRE�PDUNHW�DQG�LPPLJUDWLRQ�ÀRZV�EHFRPHV�UHDGLO\�
DSSDUHQW�ZKHQ�RQH�PDNHV�D�VLGH�E\�VLGH�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�WKH�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH��WKH�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�DPRQJ�
/DWLQRV��DQG�QHW�XQGRFXPHQWHG�PLJUDWLRQ��VHH�¿JXUH������,Q�������WKH�DYHUDJH�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�ZDV���SHUFHQW��,W�
ZDV�WKH�ORZHVW�XQHPSOR\PHQW�KDG�EHHQ�LQ�D�GHFDGH�DQG�LW�ZDV�D�OHYHO�WKDW�KDVQ¶W�EHHQ�VHHQ�VLQFH����2YHU�WKH�FRXUVH�
RI�WKDW�\HDU�WKH�86¶V�HVWLPDWHG�XQGRFXPHQWHG�SRSXODWLRQ�JUHZ�E\�RYHU�D�PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH��LW�ZDV�WKH�ODUJHVW�VLQJOH�
\HDU�LQFUHDVH�EHWZHHQ������DQG������ ����7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�KDV�EHHQ�UHPDUNDEO\�FRQVLVWHQW���,Q�������XQHPSOR\PHQW�
DYHUDJHG�D�VWDJJHULQJ������31�7KDW�\HDU�WKH�XQGRFXPHQWHG�SRSXODWLRQ�ORVW���������SHRSOH��WKH�ODUJHVW�GHFOLQH�RI�
DQ\�\HDU�EHWZHHQ������DQG������32 

This correlation between the unemployment rate and juvenile apprehensions is also strong.  Superimposing the 
/DWLQR�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�LQ�WKH�86�RQWR�WKH�FKDUW�RI�MXYHQLOH�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�PDNHV�WKLV�DEXQGDQWO\�FOHDU��7KH�
total number of juvenile apprehensions increased when unemployment was low and decreased when it was high 
�VHH�ÀJXUH������%HWZHHQ������DQG������WKH�/DWLQR�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�LQFUHDVHG�IURP������WR�������33 while 

29��86�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�/DERU��'2/���%XUHDX�RI�/DERU�6WDWLVWLFV��%/6�����������³(PSOR\PHQW�6WDWXV�RI�WKH�&LYLOLDQ�1RQLQVWLWXWLRQDO�
3RSXODWLRQ�������WR������´�:DVKLQJWRQ��'&��'2/��%/6��KWWS���ZZZ�EOV�JRY�FSV�FSVDDW���KWP
30�:DUUHQ��5���	�:DUUHQ��-��5����������³8QDXWKRUL]HG�,PPLJUDWLRQ�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��$QQXDO�(VWLPDWHV�DQG�&RPSRQHQWV�RI�&KDQJH��E\�
6WDWH�������WR������´�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�0LJUDWLRQ�5HYLHZ���������
31�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�/DERU��³(PSOR\PHQW�6WDWXV�RI�&LYLOLDQ´�
32 :DUUHQ�	�:DUUHQ��³8QDXWKRUL]HG�,PPLJUDWLRQ�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV´
33�7KH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�/DERU��³7KH�/DWLQR�/DERU�)RUFH�LQ�WKH�5HFRYHU\�´���$SU��������:HE��$FFHVVHG����-XO\�������KWWS���
www.dol.gov/_sec/media/reports/hispaniclaborforce/). 

Figure 12:
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Sources:Warren, R., & Warren, J. R. (2013). Unauthorized Immigration to the United States: Annual Estimates and Components of Change, by 
State, 1990 to 2010. International Migration Review, 47(2), p. 315. doi:10.1111/imre.12022
-US Department of Labor (DOL), Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). (2014). Employment Status of the Civilian Noninstitutional Population, 1943 to 
2013. Washington, DC: DOL, BLS. http://www.bls.gov/cps/cpsaat01.htm
-Passel, J., Cohn, D., & Gonzalez-Barrera, A. (2013). Population Decline of Unauthorized Immigrants Stalls, May Have Reversed. Washington, DC: 
Pew Hispanic Center IUUQ���XXX�QFXIJTQBOJD�PSH�mMFT���������6OBVUIPSJ[FE�4FQU������'*/"-�QEG
!



Page 13 

WRWDO�-XYHQLOH�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�GURSSHG�IURP���������WR��������34�)LJXUH����VKRZV�WKDW�DIWHU�WKH�7935$�LQ������WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�DSSUHKHQGHG�8$&�DOVR�UHVSRQGHG�WR�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�/DWLQR�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH��%HWZHHQ������DQG������
8$&�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�ZHQW�IURP��������WR��������35�ZKLOH�/DWLQR�XQHPSOR\PHQW�GURSSHG�IURP�������WR�������� 

)LJXUH����LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WRWDO�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�DQG�/DWLQR�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH��,W�VKRZV�WKDW�WKH�
86�ODERU�PDUNHW�LV�WKH�PRVW�SRZHUIXO�GHWHUPLQDWH�RI�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�UDWH�DW�ZKLFK�PLJUDQWV�DWWHPSW�WR�HQWHU�WKH�
86��2XU�VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKLV�UHODWLRQVKLS�FRQ¿UPV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�VWURQJ�DQG�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�
ÀXFWXDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�86�MRE�PDUNHW�DQG�WKH�RYHUDOO�QXPEHU�RI�PLJUDQWV�DSSUHKHQGHG�DORQJ�WKH�ERUGHU��VHH�$SSHQGL[�
$���,QWHUHVWLQJO\��WKH�KLVWRULFDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�PLJUDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�86�MRE�PDUNHW�GLIIHUV�
IURP�WKH�JHQHUDO�WUHQG��VHH�)LJXUH������'XULQJ�SHULRGV�RI�ULVLQJ�86�XQHPSOR\PHQW��RYHUDOO�DSSUHKHQVLRQ�QXPEHUV�
GHFUHDVH�ZKLOH�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�DSSUHKHQVLRQ�QXPEHUV�VWDJQDWH��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�ZKHQ�WKH�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�
GURSV��&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�DSSUHKHQVLRQ�QXPEHUV�H[SHULHQFH�H[SORVLYH�JURZWK�UDWHV�WKDW�DUH�UHODWLYHO\�KLJKHU�WKDQ�
WKH�RYHUDOO�UDWH���9LROHQFH�DQG�SRYHUW\�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�FUHDWH�PLJUDWRU\�SUHVVXUH�DQG�WKH�86�MRE�PDUNHW�DFWV�DV�
D�SUHVVXUH�YDOYH��:KHQ�WKHUH�LV�GHPDQG�IRU�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�ODERU��WKLV�EXLOW�XS�SUHVVXUH�LV�UHOHDVHG�DQG�WKH�86�
H[SHULHQFHV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�VSLNH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQV�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�HQWHU�WKH�FRXQWU\���

���+DGGDO��³8QDFFRPSDQLHG�$OLHQ�&KLOGUHQ´�
$1'
6DSS��/HVOH\��³$SSUHKHQVLRQV�E\�WKH�8�6��%RUGHU�3DWURO������±�����´�)DFW�6KHHW���������8�6��'+6��2,6��:HE��$FFHVVHG����-XO\������
����8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+RPHODQG�6HFXULW\��8�6��&XVWRPV�DQG�%RUGHU�3DWURO��³-XYHQLOH�DQG�$GXOW�$SSUHKHQVLRQV���)LVFDO�<HDU�������2FW��
�VW�WKURXJK�6HSW����WK�´�'+6��&%3��:HE��$FFHVVHG����-XO\�������
$1'
&%3��³-XYHQLOH�DQG�$GXOW�$SSUHKHQVLRQV�)<�����´�
36�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�/DERU��³7KH�/DWLQR�/DERU�)RUFH´

Figure 13:

4.0%

5.0%

6.0%

7.0%

8.0%

9.0%

10.0%

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

140,000

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

U
n
e

m
p

lo
y
m

e
n
t 

R
a
te

A
p

p
re

h
e

n
s
io

n
s

"Unaccompanied" vs. "Accompanied Alien Children" and U.S. 
Unemployment : FY2003-FY2013

"Unaccompanied Alien Children" "Accompanied Alien Children"

Total Juvenile Apprehensions Unemployment Rate

Sources: Congressional Research Service. "Unaccompanied Alien Children: An Overview." CRS (2014). Web. Accessed 24 July 2014 (http://
fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/230157.pdf). 
--Haddal, Chad C. "Unaccompanied Alien Children: Policies and Issues." Congressional Research Report for Congress (2007). Web. Accessed 24 
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Figure 14:
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5HFHQWO\�UHOHDVHG�QXPEHUV�IURP�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�/DERU�VKRZHG�D�VKDUS�GHFUHDVH�LQ�XQHPSOR\PHQW�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�
TXDUWHU�RI�������ZKLFK�KDV�SUHGLFWDEO\�FRLQFLGHG�ZLWK�WKH�KHLJKW�RI�WKH�8$&�VXUJH��,Q�OLJKW�RI�WKHVH�¿JXUHV��LW�LV�
XQVXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�ZDYH�RI�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�LPPLJUDWLRQ�KDV�FRPH�DV�WKH�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�LQ�WKH�
86�FRQWLQXHV�WR�GURS�DQG�WKH�HFRQRP\�DV�D�ZKROH�LV�JURZLQJ��7KLV�LV�ZK\�ERUGHU�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�VKRXOG�KDYH�
NQRZQ�WKDW�HFRQRPLF�UHFRYHU\�ZRXOG�EH�FRXSOHG�ZLWK�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�8$&�DSSUHKHQVLRQV��DQG�ZK\�WKH\�VKRXOG�
KDYH�DOORWWHG�WKHLU�FRQVLGHUDEOH�UHVRXUFHV�DFFRUGLQJO\����

7KH�PHGLD¶V�DQDO\VLV�RI�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�RXW�PLJUDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�REVHVVHG�ZLWK�V\PSWRPV��*DQJ�YLROHQFH�DQG�
WKH�ZDYH�RI�HPLJUDWLRQ�LW�KDV�VXSSRVHGO\�FDXVHG�DUH�IUXLWV�RI�WKH�VDPH�SRLVRQHG�EUDQFK��7KH�VXUJH�LVQ¶W�D�UHFHQW�
³SKHQRPHQRQ�´�LW�LV�LQVWHDG�WKH�ODWHVW�DUWLFXODWLRQ�RI�D�FRPSOH[�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLS��)RU�GHFDGHV�MREOHVVQHVV�
DQG�SRYHUW\�KDYH�EHHQ�GULYLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�HLWKHU�LQWR�WKH�DUPV�RI�JDQJV�RU�RQWR�WKH�URDGV�OHDGLQJ�QRUWK���$�UHSRUW�
SXEOLVKHG�E\�7KH�(O�6DOYDGRULDQ�3ROLFtD�1DFLRQDO�&LYLO�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�WZR�ODUJHVW�JDQJV��06����
DQG���th�6WUHHW��WDNH�LQ�DURXQG�D�FRPELQHG����PLOOLRQ�GROODUV�LQ�DQQXDO�UHYHQXH��7KHVH�IXQGV��GLYLHG�XS�DPRQJ�WKH�
JDQJV¶��������HVWLPDWHG�PHPEHUV��SURYLGH�DQ�DYHUDJH�LQFRPH�RI�MXVW�RYHU��������SHU�JDQJ�PHPEHU�SHU�\HDU���7KLV�
QXPEHU�KRYHUV�DURXQG�WKH�YHU\�ERWWRP�RI�(O�6DOYDGRU¶V�LQGXVWU\�VSHFL¿F�PLQLPXP�ZDJH�VSHFWUXP��EXW�LW�LV�DOPRVW�
GRXEOH�WKH�QDWLRQDO�SRYHUW\�OLQH�ZKLFK�����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�OLYHV�EHQHDWK��)DFHG�ZLWK�OLPLWHG�HPSOR\PHQW�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV��\RXQJ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQV�KDYH�WKH�FKRLFH�WR�MRLQ�D�JDQJ�DQG�GLH�\RXQJ��OLYH�LQ�SRYHUW\��RU�WUDYHO�
QRUWK��$OO�WKUHH�RI�WKHVH�V\PSWRPV�KDYH�WKH�VDPH�FXUH��UHVSRQVLEOH�DQG�VXVWDLQHG�HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW��,I�VDIH�
MREV�H[LVW��HYHQ�LI�WKH\�RQO\�SD\�PLQLPXP�ZDJH��WKH�JDQJ�OLIH�DQG�WKH�WUHDFKHURXV�MRXUQH\�QRUWK�ZLOO�ORVH�PXFK�RI�
WKHLU�DSSHDO��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��D�JURZLQJ�HFRQRP\�ZLOO�ORZHU�WKH�QXPEHUV�RI�IDPLOLHV�OLYLQJ�EHORZ�WKH�SRYHUW\�OLQH��

([LVWLQJ�SURSRVDOV��LI�LPSOHPHQWHG��FRXOG�HQDFW�WKH�NLQG�RI�UHVSRQVLEOH�DQG�VXVWDLQHG�HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW�
WKDW�ZRXOG�GLVLQFHQWLYH�ERWK�HPLJUDWLRQ�DQG�JDQJ�PHPEHUVKLS��ZKLOH�¿QDQFLDOO\�HPSRZHULQJ�WKH�PDQ\�&HQWUDO�
$PHULFDQV�FXUUHQWO\�OLYLQJ�LQ�SRYHUW\��2QH�VXFK�SURSRVDO�LV�WKH�1$,'�&HQWHU¶V�0LJUDQW�6DYLQJV�%RQG�IRU�
'HYHORSPHQW��RU�%RQR�0LJUDQWH�GH�'HVDUUROOR��7KH�ERQR�LV�D�VDYLQJV�DQG�ORFDO�LQYHVWPHQW�WRRO�WKDW�ZRXOG�LQFUHDVH�
¿QDQFLDO�LQFOXVLRQ�DQG�SURYLGH�DFFHVV�WR�PLFUR�¿QDQFH�IRU�SURGXFWLYH�SURMHFWV��VSHFL¿FDOO\�ORFDO�HFRQRPLF�
GHYHORSPHQW�SURMHFWV�WKDW�DUH�OLQNHG�WR�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�ELRGLYHUVLW\�UHJHQHUDWLRQ��7KH�
ERQR�KDUQHVVHV�WKH�SURGXFWLYH�SRZHU�RI�UHPLWWDQFHV�IURP�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQV�DOUHDG\�LQ�WKH�86�WR�FUHDWH�MREV��
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�D�PRUH�HFRORJLFDOO\�VRXQG�QDWLRQ�IRU�WKHLU�IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\�DW�KRPH��7KH�ERQR�ZRXOG�EH�
LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ�WZR�VWDJHV��)LUVW��KRPHWRZQ�DVVRFLDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�86�FKRRVH�WR�KDYH�WKHLU�collective remittances build 
an interest bearing eco-development fund, which will then be leveraged as a guarantee fund to attract additional 
development funding and local investors. This funding is then used to distribute micro-loans for the development 
SURMHFWV��ZKLFK�SURYLGH�MREV�WR�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV��:LWKRXW�WKHVH�MREV�PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�PLJKW�
LQVWHDG�MRLQ�JDQJV�RU�PLJUDWH�WR�WKH�86��7KH�VHFRQG�SKDVH�ZLOO�LQFRUSRUDWH�WHFKQRORJLHV�WKDW�DOORZ�DQ\�PLJUDQW�
DQG�RU�LQGLYLGXDO�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�D�JXDUDQWHH�IXQG�YLD�WKH�SXUFKDVH�RI�D�ERQG�XVLQJ�D�PRELOH�GHYLFH��WKH�LQWHUQHW��
DQG�D�GHELW�FDUG��7KH�ERQG�ZLOO�SD\�D�UHWXUQ�RQ�LQYHVWPHQW�DQG�FRQWULEXWH�WR�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�WKH�JXDUDQWHH�IXQG��7KLV�
DSSURDFK�ZLOO�FRQWULEXWH�WR�UHDFKLQJ�D�ODUJHU�VFDOH�DV�ZHOO�DV�SURPRWH�¿QDQFLDO�LQFOXVLRQ�DQG�VDYLQJV�DQG�ZHDOWK�
building in transnational communities.

1) The most important conclusion regarding the plight of the unaccompanied children is that the US must 
FRPSUHKHQVLYHO\�UHIRUP�LPPLJUDWLRQ�ODZV�WR�DOORZ�IRU�D��WKH�OHJDO�HQWU\�RI�ZRUNHUV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�H[SHFWHG�JURZLQJ�

Root  causes of  an old  cr is is

Conclusion
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QHHG�RI�LPPLJUDQW�ZRUNHUV�DQG�E��WKH�OHJDOL]HG�UHXQL¿FDWLRQ�RI�LPPLJUDQW�ZRUNHUV�ZLWK�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��7KHUH�LV�
QRZ�ZLGH�FRQVHQVXV�WKDW�OHJDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�XQGRFXPHQWHG��SOXV�PRGHUDWHG�OHJDO�IXWXUH�ÀRZV��ZLOO�SURGXFH�RYHU�
�����WULOOLRQ�LQ�86�*'3�JURZWK�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�������\HDUV���  

���,Q�RUGHU�WR�EH�WUXO\�FRPSUHKHQVLYH��WKH�UHIRUPLQJ�RI�86�LPPLJUDWLRQ�ODZ�PXVW�EH�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�H[SOLFLW�
VWUDWHJLHV�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�URRW�FDXVHV�RI�PLJUDQW�VXSSO\�LQ�WKH�SULQFLSOH�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VHQGLQJ�FRXQWULHV��/DVW�\HDUV�
6HQDWH�%LOO�����GLG�QRW�FRQWDLQ�D�VLQJOH�VHQWHQFH�GHVLJQHG�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�URRW�FDXVHV�RI�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�PLJUDWLRQ�
phenomenon.

,Q�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�FRQJUHVVLRQDO�DFWLRQ�RQ�WUXO\�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�LPPLJUDWLRQ�UHIRUP��WKH�DJHQGD�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ�
VKRXOG�IRFXV�RQ�

���5HVLVWLQJ�WKH�WHPSWDWLRQ�WR�MXVW�WKURZ�PRUH�HQIRUFHPHQW�PRQH\�DW�WKH�SUREOHP��7KH�KLVWRULFDO�HQIRUFHPHQW�RQO\�
LPPLJUDWLRQ�VWUDWHJ\�RYHU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�KDV�EHHQ�LQFUHGLEO\�LQHIIHFWLYH��ZKHQ�XQHPSOR\PHQW�GURSV�PLJUDQW�
ZRUNHUV�DWWHPSW�WR�HQWHU�WKH�86��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ERUGHU�HQIRUFHPHQW�VSHQGLQJ��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�FXUUHQW�VWUDWHJ\�KDV�
KDG�WKH�XQLQWHQGHG�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�NHHSLQJ�XQGRFXPHQWHG�LPPLJUDQWV�LQ�WKH�86��7KH�KDUGHQLQJ�RI�WKH�ERUGHU�
KDV�GULYHQ�XS�WKH�FRVW�RI�FURVVLQJ�LW��ZKLFK�PDNHV�FLUFXODU�PLJUDWLRQ�FRVW�SURKLELWLYH��DQG�SUHYHQWV�PDQ\�PLJUDQWV�
IURP�UHWXUQLQJ�KRPH�ZKHQ�86�XQHPSOR\PHQW�LV�KLJK���7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKHVH�PLJUDQW�ZRUNHUV�DUH�DOZD\V�JRLQJ�WR�
ZDQW�WR�EH�ZLWK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��7KHLU�LQDELOLW\�WR�UHWXUQ�KRPH�ZKHQ�WKHLU�ODERU�LV�QRW�LQ�GHPDQG��FRPELQHG�ZLWK�WKH�
H[SHQVH�DQG�GDQJHU�RI�FURVVLQJ�LOOHJDOO\��DOVR�PDNHV�FKLOGUHQ�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�XQGHUWDNH�WKH�MRXUQH\�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�
E\�WKHLU�SDUHQWV��

���6WUHQJWKHQ��QRW�ZHDNHQ�WKH�7935$��)XQGV�VKRXOG�EH�SURYLGHG�WR�DOORZ�WKH�ODZ�WR�RSHUDWH�SURSHUO\�DQG�WR�
VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�GXH�SURFHVV�SURWHFWLRQV�LW�RIIHUV�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�PLQRUV���6LPXOWDQHRXVO\�WKH�7935$�VKRXOG�EH�
H[WHQGHG�WR�LQFOXGH�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�0H[LFR�DQG�&DQDGD���

���3UHVLGHQW�2EDPD�VKRXOG�XVH�KLV�H[HFXWLYH�DXWKRULW\�LQ�WZR�ZD\V�

D��%XLOG�RQ�WKH�'$&$�PRGHO�DQG�H[WHQG�ERDUG�EDVHG�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�UHOLHI�DQG�OHJDO�ZRUN�SHUPLWV�WR���PLOOLRQ�
XQGRFXPHQWHG��LQFOXGLQJ�DOO�'$&$�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�DQG�XQGRFXPHQWHG�SDUHQWV�RI�86�ERUQ�FKLOGUHQ��7KLV�ZRXOG�
boost the economic empowerment of immigrants and eliminate most of the current humanitarian crisis.

E��3UHVLGHQW�2EDPD�VKRXOG�VFKHGXOH�D�VHULHV�RI�ZRUNLQJ�VXPPLWV�DQG�HQJDJH�SUHVLGHQWV�RI�WKH�UHJLRQ�LQ�RUGHU�
to develop model programs of collaboration that address root courses. This would be much more effective than 
ZKDW�WKHLU�FXUUHQW�VWUDWHJ\��PHUHO\�ZDJLQJ�D�SXEOLF�UHODWLRQV�FDPSDLJQ�LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�GLVVXDGH�LPPLJUDQWV�IURP�
FRPLQJ�WR�WKH�86���3UHVLGHQW�2EDPD�VKRXOG�EHJLQ�E\�UHGLUHFWLQJ�86$,'��0&&�DQG�RWKHU�PXOWLODWHUDO�UHVRXUFHV�WR�
KHOS�OHYHUDJH�WKH�����ELOOLRQ�GROODUV�RI�DQQXDO�UHPLWWDQFHV�LQWR�VDYLQJV�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW�SURMHFWV�WR�FUHDWH�MREV�IRU�
\RXWKV�LQ�LPPLJUDQW�VHQGLQJ�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV��

2XU�VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�PLJUDWLRQ��YLROHQFH�DQG�WKH�86�MRE�PDUNHW�UHYHDOV�WKDW�WKH�
ODWWHU�LV�WKH�SULPDU\�GHWHUPLQDWH�RI�PLJUDWLRQ�UDWHV��2YHUDOO�ERUGHU�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�DQG�WKH�86�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�
KDYH�D�VWURQJ�DQG�VLJQL¿FDQW�QHJDWLYH�FRUUHODWLRQ��ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKDW�DV�WKH�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�IDOOV�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�
LQFUHDVH��DQG�YLFH�YHUVD��VHH�¿JXUH�$���7RWDO�ERUGHU�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�DQG�WKH�86�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�KDYH�D�3HDUVRQ�
&RUUHODWLRQ�RI��������:KHQ�D�RQH�\HDU�ODJ�LV�DSSOLHG�WR�XQHPSOR\PHQW���WKLV�LV�XVHG�WR�DGMXVW�IRU�WKH�WLPH�LW�WDNHV�
PLJUDQWV�WR�UHDFW�WR�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH���WKH�FRUUHODWLRQ�LV�VKRZQ�WR�EH�QRW�RQO\�VWURQJ��EXW�DOVR�
VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW��:H�IRXQG�D�VLPLODU�QHJDWLYH�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�0H[LFDQV�DSSUHKHQGHG�

����+LQRMRVD�LQ�&DWR�DQG�&$3�$,&��&%2�QXPEHUV�UHLQIRUFHG�WKH�VDPH�FRQFOXVLRQ�

Appendix  A:  Stat is t ical  Analysis
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DW�WKH�ERUGHU�DQG�WKH�86�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH��6HH�¿JXUH�%���7KLV�UHODWLRQVKLS�KDG�D�3HDUVRQ�&RUUHODWLRQ�RI�
�������ZLWK�D�RQH�\HDU�ODJ�UHYHDOLQJ�D�FRUUHODWLRQ�WKDW�LV�DOVR�VWURQJ�DQG�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW���:H�XVHG�ERUGHU�
apprehensions, as opposed to total apprehensions, because the former does not count criminal apprehensions. These 
FULPLQDO�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�DUH�RI�XQGRFXPHQWHG�LPPLJUDQWV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�LGHQWL¿HG�WKURXJK�WKHLU�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW�RU�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�XVXDOO\�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�86�IRU�VRPHWLPH�
DQG�WKHUHIRUH�WKHVH�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�DUH�QRW�D�VWURQJ�LQGLFDWRU�RI�PLJUDWRU\�ÀRZV��

2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��RXU�VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�PLJUDWLRQ�ÀRZV�DQG�YLROHQFH�VKRZHG�OLWWOH�
WR�QR�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�IRUFHV��0H[LFDQ�ERUGHU�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�KDG�D�QHJDWLYH�FRUUHODWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�QDWLRQV�
PXUGHU�UDWH��6LQFH�SRWHQWLDO�PLJUDQWV�DUH�XQOLNHO\�WR�UHPDLQ�DW�KRPH�EHFDXVH�WKH\�HQMR\�LQFUHDVLQJ�OHYHOV�RI�
YLROHQFH��ZH�DVVXPH�WKHUH�LV�QRW�D�FDXVDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�YDULDEOHV��VHH�)LJXUH�&���0H[LFDQ�ERUGHU�
DSSUHKHQVLRQV�DQG�WKH�0H[LFDQ�PXUGHU�UDWH�KDG�D�3HDUVRQ�&RUUHODWLRQ�RI��������(PLJUDWLRQ�IURP�(O�6DOYDGRU��
*XDWHPDOD��DQG�+RQGXUDV�KDV�EHHQ�VWHDGLO\�LQFUHDVLQJ�IRU�ZHOO�RYHU�¿IWHHQ�\HDUV�VR�IRU�RXU�VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�
RI�WKHVH�FDVHV�ZH�HPSOR\HG�D�VOLJKWO\�DOWHUHG�PHWKRGRORJ\��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�FRPSDULQJ�PXUGHU�UDWHV�DQG�WKH�86�
XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�WR�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�ERUGHU�DSSUHKHQVLRQV��ZH�DOVR�FRPSDUHG�WKHVH�IDFWRUV�WR�GHYLDWLRQV�IURP�

Figure A:

Figure B:
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WKH�DYHUDJH�ERUGHU�DSSUHKHQVLRQ�JURZWK�UDWH��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��ZH�H[DPLQHG�ZKHWKHU�DSSUHKHQVLRQ�UDWHV�DERYH�RU�
EHORZ�WKH�DYHUDJH�JURZWK�UDWH�ZHUH�FRUUHODWHG�ZLWK�VLPXOWDQHRXV�LQFUHDVHV�RU�GHFUHDVHV�LQ�WKH�PXUGHU�UDWH���,Q�WKH�
FDVH�RI�(O�6DOYDGRU�DQG�+RQGXUDV�ERWK�PHWKRGV�VKRZHG�QR�SRVLWLYH�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�PXUGHU�UDWH�
DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�PLJUDQWV�DSSUHKHQGHG�DW�WKH�86�ERUGHU��VHH�)LJXUH�'���,Q�*XDWHPDOD�WKH�¿UVW�PHWKRG�VKRZHG�D�
FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR��VHH�)LJXUH�(���EXW�WKLV�FRUUHODWLRQ�GLVDSSHDUHG�ZKHQ�WKH�VHFRQG�PHWKRG�ZDV�XVHG�WR�
PLWLJDWH�WKH�VWDWLVWLFDO�QRLVH�WKDW�ORQJ�WHUP�PLJUDWRU\�JURZWK�KDG�FUHDWHG��VHH�)LJXUH�)��

Figure D:

Figure C:
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Figure E:

Figure F:


