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Arizona Revised Statutes 

Birth Certificate  
& 

Immunizations 
Requirements 

ARS 15-828(A) Birth certificate; school records; exception 

A. On enrollment of a pupil for the first time in a particular school district or private school offering instruction to pupils in any 
kindergarten programs or grades one through twelve, that school or school district shall notify the person enrolling the pupil in writing 
that within thirty days the person must provide one of the following: 

1. A certified copy of the pupil's birth certificate. 

2. Other reliable proof of the pupil's identity and age, including the pupil's baptismal certificate, an application for a social security 
number or original school registration records and an affidavit explaining the inability to provide a copy of the birth certificate. 

3. A letter from the authorized representative of an agency having custody of the pupil pursuant to title 8, chapter 2 certifying that the 
pupil has been placed in the custody of the agency as prescribed by law. 

B. If a child is instructed at home pursuant to section 15-802, the person who has custody of the child shall, within thirty days after the 
home instruction begins, provide to the county school superintendent of the county in which the child resides one of the following: 

1. A certified copy of the child's birth certificate. 

2. Other reliable proof of the child's identity and age, including the child's baptismal certificate, an application for a social security 
number or original school registration records and an affidavit explaining the inability to provide a copy of the birth certificate. 

3. A letter from the authorized representative of an agency having custody of the pupil pursuant to title 8, chapter 2 certifying that the 
pupil has been placed in the custody of the agency as prescribed by law. 

C. On presentation of a document pursuant to this section, a photocopy of the document shall be placed in the pupil's file and the 
document that is presented shall be returned. 

D. A pupil shall be enrolled in the school or school district, or the county school superintendent shall record the pupil's name, using the 
name that is printed on the birth certificate, other reliable proof of the pupil's identity, or letter from an agency having custody of the 
pupil provided pursuant to this section. This subsection does not prohibit a school or school district from calling a pupil by any name the 
pupil's parent or guardian wishes the pupil to be called. 

E. On the failure of a person enrolling a pupil or instructing a child at home to comply with subsection A or B of this section, the school, 
school district or county school superintendent shall notify that person in writing that, unless the person complies within ten days, the 
case shall be referred to the local law enforcement agency for investigation. If compliance is not obtained within the ten-day period, the 
school, school district or county school superintendent shall refer the case to the local law enforcement agency. 

F. The school, school district or county school superintendent shall immediately report to the local law enforcement agency any affidavit 
received pursuant to this section which appears inaccurate or suspicious in form or content. 
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G. Within five school days after enrolling a transfer pupil from a private school or another school district, a school shall request directly 
from the pupil's previous school a certified copy of the pupil's record. The requesting school shall exercise due diligence in obtaining the 
copy of the record requested. Notwithstanding any financial debt owed by the pupil, any school requested to forward a copy of a 
transferring pupil's record to the new school shall comply and forward the record within ten school days after receipt of the request 
unless the record has been flagged pursuant to section 15-829. If the record has been flagged, the requested school shall not forward 
the copy and shall notify the local law enforcement agency of the request.  School districts shall include in the educational records 
required by this subsection data collected pursuant to sections 15-741 and 15-766, as prescribed by the state board of education. 

H. Any disclosure of educational records by the school district or charter school shall comply with the family educational rights and 
privacy act of 1974 (20 United States Code section 1232g). 

I. The provisions of this section do not apply to homeless pupils as defined in section 15-824, subsection C. 

ARS 15-872. Proof of immunization; noncompliance; notice to parents; civil immunity 

A. The director of the department of health services, in consultation with the superintendent of public instruction, shall develop by rule 
standards for documentary proof. 

B. A pupil shall not be allowed to attend school without submitting documentary proof to the school administrator unless the pupil is 
exempted from immunization pursuant to section 15-873. 

C. Each public school shall make full disclosure of the requirements and exemptions as prescribed in this section and section 15-873. 

D. On enrollment, the school administrator shall suspend that pupil if the administrator does not have documentary proof and the pupil 
is not exempted from immunization pursuant to section 15-873. 

E. Notwithstanding subsections B and D of this section, a pupil may be admitted to or allowed to attend a school if the pupil has 
received at least one dose of each of the required immunizations prescribed pursuant to section 36-672 and has established a schedule 
for the completion of required immunizations. The parent, guardian or person in loco parentis of a pupil shall present to the school 
administrator documentary proof of the immunizations received and a schedule prepared by the pupil's physician or registered nurse 
practitioner or a health agency for completion of additional required immunizations. 

F. The school administrator shall review the school immunization record for each pupil admitted or allowed to continue attendance 
pursuant to subsection E of this section at least twice each school year until the pupil receives all of the required immunizations and 
shall suspend a pupil as prescribed in subsection G of this section who fails to comply with the immunization schedule. Immunizations 
received by a pupil shall be entered in the pupil's school immunization record. 

G. Unless proof of an exemption from immunization pursuant to section 15-873 is provided, a pupil who is admitted or allowed to 
continue to attend and who fails to comply with the immunization schedule within the time intervals specified by the schedule shall be 
suspended from school attendance until documentary proof of the administration of another dose of each appropriate immunizing agent 
is provided to the school administrator. 

H. The provisions of subsections B, D and E of this section do not apply to homeless pupils until the fifth calendar day after enrollment. 

I. A school and its employees are immune from civil liability for decisions concerning the admission, readmission and suspension of a 
pupil that are based on a good faith implementation of the requirements of this article. 

 

 

  

 


