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  Bible Study Notes

2nd Thessalonians

Pastor Timothy Jones

Part Nine
Irresponsible Attitudes in the Church 
2nd Thessalonians 3:6-18
“But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly among you; 8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread free of charge, but worked with labor and toil night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, 9 not because we do not have authority, but to make ourselves an example of how you should follow us.
10 For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat. 11 For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, but are busybodies. 12 Now those who are such we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ that they work in quietness and eat their own bread.
13 But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good. 14 And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed. 15 Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

16 Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always in every way. The Lord be with you all.
17 The salutation of Paul with my own hand, which is a sign in every epistle; so I write.
18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. (NKJV)
1. There were three things that Paul knew that he had to address in the Church.
1. Sin of Laziness. 
v6 “you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly,”

v11 “For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all,”
There are over 100 verses in the Bible that deal with laziness.
Lazy people can discourage members from doing the work of the Lord.

2. Sin of Meddling/ Gossip.
v11, “but are busybodies”
v12, “they work in quietness”
There are over 133 verses in the Bible that speak about meddling/gossip.
Eph 4:9 “Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.”
A meddler or gossiper causes great damage to a person and/or the church.
3. Sin of Disobedience.

v14 “does not obey”
Disobedience has consequences, and it affects more than that those who are disobedient. 

2. Paul handles the situation by exercising his authority over the church.

1. He commands the church in the name of Jesus Christ in v6.

2. He tells the church to imitate him in v7,9.

3. He gives them an example of himself in v8.

4. He commands them in v10.
5. We command you in v12.

6. He advises them in v13.

7. He said if they do not obey the instructions in v14.
3. The Paul’s consequences for the irresponsible attitudes in the church. (Church discipline)
1. Withdraw from them, keep ones distance from them.

 v6 “that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly”
2. Do not associate with them.

v14 “note that person and do not keep company with him,”
3. Counsel them (leadership).

v14b “do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.”
4. This is the equivalent of a mild shunning for the purpose of becoming ashamed (verse 14) and getting them back on track.

The Apostle Paul closes the letter with short prayer and saying that “The salutation of Paul with my own hand, which is a sign in every epistle; so I write.” (V17).
Biblical Application: 
1. We must respect the commands of the Bible and the spiritual authority of the pastor. 
2. As a family we should exercise a degree of discipline. 

3. Members should not become lazy, busybodies, or disobedient to God’s Church.

4. We should not grow weary in doing good (v13b).
