
INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Editor’s Comments ……………..……2 

Commandant…………………………...3 

Sr Vice Cmdt……………………….......4 

Jr Vice Cmdt…………………..….…....4 

Chaplain……………………………….….5 

Eagle Scouts ………………….………...5 

Medal of Honor ………………………..6 

Veterans Affairs ………….…………...7 

Nat’l Park Service …………………….9 

Marine History…….……………...…..10 

MODD……………..………….…..….….11 

Family Spotlight …………..………...10 

ZOOM……………………………….…….12 

New Detachment ……………………. 12 

Young Marines……….…………...…..13 

MCL Calendar……………….…….….19 

Minutes ………………………………….20 

VFW Events...…………….…..……….22 

Sponsors………………….……...……..23 

 

 

 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
Anne Arundel County Detachment 1049 
 

    December 2022 

 

The official newsletter of the Anne Arundel Co Detachment 

MOTION MADE AND TABLED 

TO RELOCATE DETACHMENT 

DECEMBER MEETING MOVED 

UP A WEEK 

As in previous years, the detachment has moved its December meeting 

up one week to accommodate the Christmas holiday.  

We will meet on 19 December. 

The Commandant has promised a quick business meeting, followed up 

by some good chow and an open bar.  

Please bring your favorite dish to share. If you are not much of a cook, or 

simply lack the time to prepare something, be creative. Bring a dessert, 

salad, or anything else you’d like to share.  

 

At the November meeting, a motion to relocate the detachment’s 

monthly meetings was made. After much discussion, the motion was 

tabled for 2 months in order to allow members to comment. A vote 

will be taken at the January meeting on whether to move the detach-

ment. If you are unable to attend a meeting between now and the 

January meeting, please submit your written comments to the Judge 

Advocate, Ray Sturm, who will read them at the next meeting. His 

email is Bandit6A@gmail.com. Remember, you must be present to 

vote. No proxy votes are permitted under the bylaws. This is a very 

important topic. We need your input.  



NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

ALL THE NEWS THAT’S 

FIT TO PRINT.. AND 

SOME THAT ISN’T  

Greetings Marines, 

I trust everyone has recovered 

from Round One of the holiday 

season.   

I want to remind everyone that 

our December detachment 

meeting is on 19 Dec, not the 

4th Monday as usual. Please 

bring a covered dish, some 

dessert, or anything else to 

share after the meeting. 

As you know, the Comman-

dant has been seeking input on 

possibly moving the detach-

ment from its current home at 

Post 160. There are a few plac-

es that have offered to accept 

us if we decide to move.  This 

is a big decision and one that 

should not be made lightly.  

At our last meeting, a motion 

was made to move the detach-

ment. We are now out of the 

exploring options phase. The 

Commandant rightly tabled 

the motion in order for 

members to comment on 

the proposal. He, and the 

Board of Trustees, NEED 

your input.   

If you want to be part of 

the decision, please at-

tend our next two meet-

ings. They will be critical to the 

future of the detachment.  

I had the opportunity to attend 

the Charter Ceremony for a 

new detachment. The Peace-

makers Detachment will be 

“down the shore” covering the 

Ocean City area. They are al-

ready a very active unit.  

Lastly, I would like to wish all 

of you and your families a very 

Merry Christmas and safe holi-

day season.  

 

Semper Fi, 

Ray Sturm 
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COMMANDANT’S CORNER 

YOUR DETACHMENT 

STAFF 

Commandant Burt Helmka 

Sr Vice Cmdt Ben Wells 

Jr Vice Cmdt Joe Wright 

Judge Advocate Ray Sturm 

Jr Past Cmdt Ben Wells 

Adjutant  Norm Huffman 

Chaplain  Bill Collins 

Sgt-at-Arms Jim Galvin 

Color Guard Cdr Woody Bowman 

Newsletter Editor Ray Sturm 

Paymaster  Joe Wright 

Quartermaster Bill Collins 

Public Affairs  Vacant 

Marksmanship Ray Sturm 

Web Sergeant Joe Wright 

Young Marines Ray Sturm 

 

WEBSITE 

http://mclaacdet1049.org 

FACEBOOK 

Anne Arundel County Detachment 

1049, MCL 

MEETINGS 

The detachment meets the 4th Mon-

day of the month at 7:00 PM at the 

Harry L. Cooper VFW Post 160, 2597 

Dorsey Rd, Glen Burnie, MD 

SOCIAL HOUR 

Social hour commences immediately 

after the meeting. Come join us for a 

beverage and the telling of sea stories.  

SUBMISSIONS 

Submit articles, photos, or suggestions 

to Ray Sturm at Bandit6A@gmail.com 

by the Saturday following the detach-

ment meeting. 

 

Detachment Colors 
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Marines, 

Merry Christmas to all of you. 
 
First let me start out by saying that at our November 
detachment meeting, a motion was made, seconded, 
and discussed to move the detachment to a new loca-
tion. I tabled said motion for two months. I'm looking 
at 2 locations. The detachment has reached out to the 
VFW Commander and received no response. We'll try 
once more to see what the progress on VFW repairs is. 
 
Next on December 19th,  we will hold our meeting and Christmas par-
ty. Please bring a dish or contact me and let me know what you are 
bringing. Here is the list so far: 
 Commandant: Chicken strips 
 Sr. Vice: Bar-B-Que 
 Jr. Vice: 
 JA: Rice Pudding 
 Adjutant: 
 Sgt-at–Arms: Pasta Salad 
 
Shifting gears another Marine approached me from L/CPL Hettchen 
Det. asking about help with Ukraine Relief Project. I think this is a 
great idea to help with, one I'm part Ukraine from my mom's father 
who immigrated in1911, and also a Marine. See is a list of needs on 
Page 5.  
 
Senior Vice and Associate Member Ms. Jane Huffman also are start-
ing a Christmas  50/50 raffle for detachment fund raising. See Ms. 
Jane on Facebook. I'm also hawking raffle tickets to raise funds for 
MER-LIN Pack kitty.....WOOF-WOOF. It's a 300 Blackout on AR plat-
form, Maryland legal. 
 
Lastly, I have tickets for our 2023 Annual Cash Raffle for the Depart-
ment of Maryland.  
 
Remember all our Marines, service men & women that stand ready to 
defend especially all those that are forward deployed. 
That is all. 
 
Semper Fi 



 

 

 

 

SENIOR VICE COMMANDANT 

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDANT 
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Marines, 

December is a month of heart ache and joy, re-

member Pearl Harbor and Christmas. Never 

forget the men and women and their families 

who will not get to spend Christmas together. 

MCL Detachment 1049 meeting has been 

moved up to December 19th and this will be, 

bring a food dish meeting.  

Don’t forget Mid-Winter convention (February 23rd-25th), I 

would enjoy seeing more of our detachment there. 

Semper Fi 

Ben Wells 

Marines, 
 
Merry Christmas Marines. 
Let’s start off the new year with a focus on recruiting new members. They 
are the future of our detachment. 
 
S/F 
Joe 



CHAPLAIN 
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EAGLE SCOUT COORDINATOR 

Marines, 

Yes, it’s true. I have not been 100% lately. I want to thank all of you 
for your kind words and well wishes. I hope to rejoin you soon. Un-
til then, I wish all of you a great holiday season. 

Semper Fi, 

Bill Collins 

Ukrainian Relief Supplies 

Item Needed Priority 
Where to buy on-the-cheap 

(Recommendations) 

Flour High Aldi or Walmart 

Baby formula       High Walmart or Aldi 

Canned meat or fish, Vegatables High Walmart or Dollar Tree 

Protein bars High 
Trader Joes or  Vitamin Shoppee 
(Clearence Rack!) 

Vitamins (men and women) High Walmart 

Rice Moderate Walmart 

Pasta Moderate Walmart 

Canned soups  Moderate Walmart or dollar tree 

Powered soups Moderate Walmart 

Top Ramen/Dried Soups/Raman noodles Moderate Walmart 

Tampons* Moderate Costco/ Walmart 

Shampoo  Moderate Walmart 

Razors Moderate Walmart 

Tooth brushes Moderate Walmart 

Tooth paste (travel size bottle) Moderate Walmart 

Rice Moderate Walmart 

Tea Low Walmart or dollar tree 

Coffee Low Walmart 

On 7 December, Boy Scout Troop 216 celebrated with their annual Christmas party. Sgt-at-Arms 

and Scout Master Jim Galvin provided the entertainment with his guitar and Christmas songs. 

Santa Clause provided the gifts.  Everyone had a great time. 



Maryland county celebrates unveiling of memorial 
for Medal of Honor recipient Sgt. Alfred Hilton 

Oscar Hilton Jr., the great-great-great nephew of Sergeant Alfred B. Hilton, studies the memorial dedi-
cated to his ancestor Sergeant Alfred B. Hilton after the unveiling of the memorial in David Craig Park 
in Havre de Grace Friday, November 4, 2022. (Matt Button, The Aegis/TNS)  

(Tribune News Service) — Harford County on Friday celebrated the unveiling of the Sgt. Alfred B. Hilton 
Memorial at the David Craig Park. The memorial commemorates Harford County’s only Medal of Honor re-
cipient.  

The Havre de Grace site features a picture of what is believed to be Hilton and his unit and the flags of Hil-
ton’s country, state and county. Hilton’s personal history is engraved on the back of pictures of Hilton’s unit.  

Hilton is one of 16 Black Union Army soldiers who received the Medal of Honor for their service during the Civil 
War. 

According to the the Sgt. Alfred B. Hilton Memorial Fund, Hilton was born in the Hopewell area of Harford Coun-
ty, now Level, around 1842 to Harriet and Isaac Hilton, free citizens who had formerly been enslaved in the 
county. 

Hilton enlisted with the 4th Regiment United States Colored Troops in 1863 and was made a color bearer in 
1864, tasked with carrying the national flag into battle. 

On Sept. 29, 1864, Hilton and his regiment advanced ahead of Union troops against entrenched Confederate de-
fenses at Chapin’s Farm outside Richmond, Va. — a critical engagement during the war, according to the founda-
tion. Hilton was wounded but continued to advance, picking up the regimental standard from another fallen sol-
dier and carrying the national and regimental flags forward until he was unable to go farther. 

Story obtained from Stars & Stripes 







 

FREE ENTRANCE TO NATIONAL PARKS FOR GOLD STAR 

FAMILIES AND VETERANS 

The National Park Service in partnership with Operation Live Well would like to thank military personnel 

and their families for their service and invite them to enjoy their national parks.  

The free Military Pass is a way to thank current US military members and their dependents, Gold Star 
Families, and US military veterans for their support of our country and to encourage them to explore rec-
reational opportunities on their public lands and waters. 

A free lifetime Military Pass is available for Gold Star Families and US military veterans. A free annual 

Military Pass is available for current US military members and their dependents. The passes provide free 

access to more than 2,000 federal recreation areas, including national parks, wildlife refuges, and forests. 

What is the Military, Veterans, and Gold Star Family Free Access Pro-
gram? 
The Interagency Military Pass covers entrance fees and standard amenity fees (day use fees) at lands 
managed by the National Park Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Forest Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, Bureau of Reclamation, and US Army Corps of Engineers for current US military members, 
and dependents of current military members, US military veterans, and Gold Star Families. In recent 
years, they were able to receive annual passes. The new interagency Military Lifetime Passes will be 
available starting November 11, 2022. 

The free Military Pass waives entrance fees and does not cover expanded amenity or user fees for activi-
ties such as camping, transportation, special recreation permits, reservation fees or special tours. 

Who is eligible to get a free Military Lifetime Pass as a veteran? 
For purposes of this program, a veteran is identified as an individual who has served in the US Armed 
Forces, including the National Guard and Reserves, and is able to present one of the following forms of 
identification to get the Interagency Military Lifetime Pass when entering a national park: 

• Unexpired Department of Defense Identification Card (DD Form 2, DD Form 2765, or Next Generation 
USID replacement) 

• Veteran Health Identification Card (VHIC) 

• Veteran ID Card 

• Veterans designation on a state-issued US driver’s license or identification card 

 
 
 
Ref: www. NPS.gov/planyourvisit/veterans-and-gold-star-families-free-access.htm 
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Did you know…? 
AMERICANS FIRE FIRST SHOT AT PEARL HARBOR 

The first of many Pearl Harbor facts many people don’t realize is that on 
the morning of December 7th, 1941, the Wickes-class destroyer USS 
Ward attacked and sank a Ko-hyoteki-class midget submarine near the 
entrance to the harbor, making it not only the first shot fired on that day, 
but the first official American shots in the War. The minesweeper Con-
dor spotted the Japanese sub’s periscope above the water, which alerted 
the crew of the Ward, who opened fire on the intruder. Unfortunately, 
the reports from the Ward were discounted and disbelieved by Navy 
brass. Something they’d pay dearly for. The ship’s crew didn’t get confir-
mation that they’d sunk the submarine for over 60 years.  

ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR LASTED 75 MINUTES 



Hound Dog Pound 204 

Mer-lin Pack 

Officers 

Pound Keeper  Paul Gunther 

Sr Vice PK Pat Sharkey 

Jr Vice PK Howard Koontz 

Smart Dog Ray Sturm 

Dog Trainer Leonard Steipler 

Mad Dog Woody Bowman 

Police Dog Norm Huffman 

Watch Dog Burt Helmka 

Barking Dog Stuart Blair 

Dog Robber Joe Wright 

 

Next Growl 

12 February 2022 

 

Dog House 

Harry L. Cooper VFW Post 160 
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MODD 
Hound Dog Pound 204 

Pound 204 Growl 

New Pup Mike Jadoo from the Sgt Hettchen 

Det  1428. 

PDD Woody Bowman finally receiving 

his Dog of the Year. Welcome back Sir 

Mad Dog. 

Sir Pound Keeper  about to be boned for not just his phone going off, 

but for actually taking the call during the Growl.  

Woof Woof 



Hosted by the National Public 

Relations Committee 

9-8-8 
The new  National Suicide Prevention Hotline is 

live. 

We are all used to calling 9-1-1 to report an emergency. 

This new number is designed to save lives also. Howev-

er, it is only effective if people know it.  PLEASE PASS 

THE WORD. 

No information available. Will advise on next Zoom. 

NEW DETACHMENT IN MARYLAND 

On 8 December, the Peacekeeper Detachment 1492 received their Charter in Ocean City, MD. This is 

already a very active and motivated detachment. We wish them the best.  

The new Peacekeeper Detachment’s elected and 

appointed officers being sworn in by Department 

Commandant Joe Fay. 



 

17 Dec   Wreaths Across America Crownsville 

17 Dec   Unit Holiday Party  AMF Southdale   3:30 to 6:00 

28 Dec  Holiday Bowl Parade Annapolis 

8 Jan   Unit Drill   AmLeg Post 276   1:30 to 5:00 PM 

22 Jan   Unit Drill   AmLeg Post 276   1:30 to 5:00 PM 

5 Feb   Unit Drill   AmLeg Post 276   1:30 to 5:00 PM 

17—19 Feb  Back Azimuth  Cheltenham 

 

Look for us marching in the Holiday 
Bowl Parade on 28 December. 



The Young Marines have partnered with Downs Park in Pasadena.  

The first half of their day was spent on map reading and compass work. 

As part of their conservation work, the YMs spent the second part of the day 

removing Wisteria from the area near Mother’s Garden. Wisteria is a non-

native invasive plant. 

The Young Marines look forward to a future encampment at the park and 

continuing their conservation work. 







On 11 December, YM Pvt Caleb Missimore grad-

uated from Recruit Boot Camp to become a full 

member of the Anne Arundel Young Marines.  

Congratulations Caleb.. Best 
Wishes as you begin your Young 
Marines journey. 



Cameron Westerlund promoted to YM Sgt Bladen Wheatley promoted to YM SSgt 

Charlie Knott promoted to YM LCpl Hudson Mager promoted to YM LCpl 

The Anne Arundel Young Marines thank YM GySgt London Williams for joining the unit in its celebrations today.  She is 

the  Regiment’s Senior Young Marine of the Year and is a member of the Southern Maryland Young Marines.  



 

19 Dec  MCL meeting   VFW Post 160  7:00 PM 

23 Jan  MCL meeting   VFW Post 160  7:00 PM 

23 Feb  Midwinter Conf   Norfolk, VA 

27 Feb  MCL meeting   VFW Post 160  7:00 PM 

27 Mar MCL meeting   VFW Post 160 

24 April MCL meeting   VFW Post 160 

11 May Dept of MD Convention  Ocean City, MD 

22 May MCL meeting   VFW Post 160  7:00 PM 

2 June  Golf Tournament   Walden CC   9:00 AM 

3 June  Downs Park Fam Day  Pasadena, MD 

23 June MidEast Div Conference  TBD—MD 

26 June MCL meeting   VFW Post 160  7:00 PM 

 

Please send calendar additions to Ray Sturm at Bandit6A@gmail.com NLT the Saturday following 

the detachment’s monthly meeting. 

 

 

 

 

9-8-8 
Beginning in July, 9-8-8 will be the National Suicide 

Prevention Hotline. 

We are all used to calling 9-1-1 to report an emergency. 

This new number is designed to save lives also. Howev-

er, it is only effective if people know it.  PLEASE PASS 

THE WORD. 



Minutes 





Harry L. Cooper VFW Post 160 

2597 Dorsey Rd 

Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

The VFW Post 160 is a Veterans organization that stands for Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

We were founded on May 5th 1936, we moved to our current location in June 1958. We 

also have an auxiliary who are family of a Veteran.  

The Marine Corps League Anne Arundel County Detachment 1049 is based here, as is 

the Fleet Reserve Association branch 212.  Our members are from Marines, Army, Na-

vy, Coast Guard, and Air Force. 

 

We come together to help Veterans, their families, and community in our area. Why 

not see if you are eligible to join any of our organizations. ~ VFW Post 160 website 

 

VFW EVENTS 

VFW House Committee  2nd Monday @ 6:00 PM 

VFW/VFWA    2nd Monday @ 7:00 PM 

MOC/MOCA    2nd Friday @ 7:30 PM 

Fleet Reserve Assn   2nd Saturday @ 10:00 AM 

Marine Corps League  4th Monday @ 7:00 PM 

 

 

 

Canteen Hours 

Sun  12-6 PM Unless football. We could be open later. 

Mon—Thur 12-8 PM 

Fri-Sat 12-10 PM 

 

Wednesday and Friday night dinners: 6-8 PM 



We would like to thank all of  

Our Sponsors, Supporters, & Friends 

For your commitment to our community and charitable causes 

throughout the year. 

 

U.S. Structured Cabling, 

Inc 


