
FROM THE PRESIDENT  
Jim Semerad, CDR, SC, USN (Ret) 

 Happy 2021 to the Reserve Organization of America community in 
Michigan.  Having worked with the Sea Service community for years, I have 
the privilege to look at all Reserve service’s; i.e. our Great Lakes U.S. Coast 
Guard Reserve Force has been very busy the last couple of months.  This 
month, I have the opportunity to present a Family Support award.  We strongly 
encourage you to reach out to the Reserve community and extend your support.  
The reality is many in the Reserve community, especially the Michigan Nation-
al Guard, are being asked to serve our country and are stepping up to the chal-
lenge. 

Our Annual Conference will be virtual on April 10, 2021.  The guest speaker, 
Gavin Brown of MAMA, will present an update on the Michigan space launch initiative.  We will also have an 
update from ROA Headquarters on current operations and Legislative Affairs.  Our annual meeting will fol-
low. 

I have been attending 
National events virtu-
ally and can attest that 
ROA is vibrant and 
very active.  It is 
amazing that the staff 
and volunteers have 
not stopped supporting 
members and Reserv-
ists.  Col (Ret) Keith 
Sousa is preparing to 
present the ROTC and 
JROTC awards for 
2021.  We are still 
waiting to determine 
whether these will be 
presented virtually or 
in person. 

We are anxious to re-
cruit and retain mem-

bers.  Bookmark www.roa.org and www.roami.org websites.  Through ROA, I found many people to mentor 
me in my career.  You can provide a similar opportunity to a Reserve member. 
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Join Zoom Meeting online: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85605322282?pwd=QmpDV0tmbzhHVFJWUDlKTmtzdkx1dz09 

Or join by phone: (312) 626-6799 
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Robotic Combat Vehicles:  The Army’s Future Tanks 

 The Army has outlined objectives for a range of Robotic Combat Vehicles (RCV) to include:  an RC-
Light 7 ton armed scout, an RC-Medium 10 ton armed with fire-power, and an RC- Heavy 30 ton to serve a as 
wingman to the 60-70 ton Abrams M-1. 
 The Army envisions drones and ground robots advancing ahead of human soldiers.  On a future battle-
field, Robotic Combat Vehicle (RCV) Lights scout the enemy, sweep paths through minefields, pop smoke to 
conceal the advances, jam enemy transmissions, report enemy con-
tacts, and take shots with anti-tank missiles.  Their computers trans-
mit target coordinates to the rest of the force.  Precision-guided long-
range shells pound the enemy positions as larger robots move up, 10-
ton mini-tanks called RCV-Mediums that boast machine-guns, mis-
siles, and 30mm chain guns.  The third wave follows not far behind: a 
hard core of humans in M1 Abrams tanks, escorted by wolf packs of 
cannon-toting 30-ton RCV-Heavies. 
 This vision is years ahead of reality, but the Army is experi-
menting with  unmanned vehicles.  The Robotic Combat Vehicle 
(RCV) family will use common navigational software and control 
interfaces.  Each variant will use the same electronic and mechanical 
standards, a modular open architecture that should let soldiers in the 
field plug and play a range of payloads, from missiles to smoke gen-
erators to radio jammers. 
 Maj. Corey Wallace, an armored cavalry officer serving on the Futures Command’s Next Generation 
Combat Vehicle (NGCV) Cross Functional Team, told the NDIA Armaments, Robotics, and Muni-
tions (ARM) Conference, the goal is that “most things are modular” and troops in the field can “swap payloads 
in 30 minutes or less.” 
The NGCV team has drafted desired “characteristics,” for the RCV family.  The priority is assured wireless 
control with autonomy.  The Army always wants a human gunner deciding whether to fire.  For now, the ro-
bots will need a remote-control driver as well, so that each RCV requires two human operators, plus a sergeant 
coordinating each pair of robots.   
 A top priority payload is defense against small drones.  ISIS has mounted hand grenades on drones.  
Russia used drones to spot targets for artillery in Ukraine.  A future adversary is likely to flood the zone with 
swarms of drone scouts.  The Army looked into drone-killing lasers, but the power supplies are too bulky for 
the lighter RCVs.  What is far more compact and feasible, are jammers that keep the drone from reporting your 
position to enemy artillery. 
 Priorities also include: handling hazards such as minefields and IEDs, air defense Stinger missiles,  and 
retransmission nodes for battlefield communications.  The RCV-Light will carry a single anti-tank guided mis-
sile (ATGM) to give it one shot against the toughest targets, but otherwise it will be designed to fight infantry 
and unarmored trucks.  The RCV-Medium, like the Textron M5 Ripsaw, is a lot more like a tank.  The Medi-
um will carry more armor and a pair of anti-tank missiles and a high-velocity 30mm auto-cannon to kill light 
armored infantry vehicles.  The RCV-Heavy is the least clearly defined.  It is meant to be a “robotic tank” with 
firepower and survivability comparable to the M1 Abrams main battle tank.   It is intended as a “wingman”. 

From the Army Vice President 

Louis Wilson, LTC, US Army Retired, Army Vice President 

Titan Robot Fitted with Javelin Anti-Tank Missile 



Reserve Officers Association 

Department of Michigan 

6779 Serenity Drive 

Troy, MI 48098 

“BUCK A YEAR” 

 

 

  $ 1.00 – Buck a Year 

  $ 5.00 – Donor 

  $10.00 – Sponsor 

  $20.00 – Benefactor   
      

Name: _____________________________________Rank:__________ 

 

Street:____________________________City:____________St:____Zip:___________ 

 

Chapter: ___________________________Branch of Service: ______________________ 

Make your contributions payable to: 

ROA Department of Michigan 

Send to: 

39842 Golfview Drive 

Northville, MI.  48167 

Phone: 248-879-7357 
 

EMAIL NOTIFICATION! 

Yes I can help reduce the 
printing and mailing expenses. 

 

Please send your email address 
to: smurdoch@imanor.com 

And future newsletters will be 

sent via email attachment. 

The Michigan Reservist 
Opinions expressed herein are those of the editor or columnists and are not necessarily those of 
the Department of Michigan or the Reserve Officers Association of the United States. 

Newsletter Editor LTC (Ret) Scott D. Murdoch smurdoch@imanor.com 
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