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Plant your potatoes in February 
Cut your seed potatoes into 2- to 3-ounce pieces, each having several eyes. Next, drop your pieces into a paper bag containing sulfur and shake the sack until all pieces are thoroughly covered with sulfur dust.
1. Cut your seed potato into 2 or 3 sections, large enough so that each has 2 or 3 "eyes" (sprouts) per section.

2. Then cure. Lay them out on a paper and let dry (cure) for about 3 or 4 days.

3. Next, dust with dusting sulfur and plant.

**  Potatoes are heavy feeders so till in Garden fertilizer prior to planting. 
PLANTING ~ 

1. Dig a trough about 6-8" deep, and about 4" wide.

2. Plant the seed potatoes about 12" apart. If you want bigger potatoes plant about 15" apart. If you just

want to harvest baby potatoes in early summer, plant them as close as 4" apart.

3. In the trough, cover the seed potatoes with about 3"-4"of your existing soil mix, mixed with some straw, so

that it's loose and aerated around the seed potatoes. You can keep a pile of the compost/soil you’ve dug out for the

Trough right next to it. You can use a bit of it and pine straw to back fill every each time you need to.

HILLING ~ 

One of the most important tasks when growing potatoes is hilling up soil around the plants. Once you have the seed potatoes planted, the potato plants will grow pretty quickly – with Sprouts usually start to emerge in a couple of weeks.
After the plants reach about eight to twelve inches tall, soil or straw needs to be hilled around the plants for the potato tubers to grow in. These “hills” are where the potatoes will form, and it’s important to keep them covered and away from sunlight.  If the potato tubers come in contact with sunlight they can become green and not fit to eat. In fact, green potatoes can carry toxins and could become poisonous.   To prevent this, potatoes should be hilled at least a couple times during their growth cycle. The more you can hill the potato plants, the more potatoes they will produce

 Let the stems get about 8" -12” tall, then back fill around them with another 3-4" inches of soil or straw mix. You'll probably need to do this "hilling" one more time 2 or 3 weeks later, then thereafter, only add about an inch or two around the stems each week as they continue to grow.
• Moisture management is key to potato success in our area. They are susceptible to a number of soil-borrn

fungal problems. Do not let stand soggy wet soil. Water them early in the day so moisture does not sit on the foliage

over night. If you see spots on the leaves forming, treat with an organic fungicide immediately and follow up several

times at 7-10 day intervals.

• When the plants are flowering, that is when they are forming potatoes. If weather has warmed up and dried out

by that time, make sure to provide adequate supplemental watering.

• If you want to harvest baby potatoes from just underneath the soil, you can start doing that about 2-3 weeks after

the plants start flowering. If you want larger potatoes in the fall, harvest about 2-3 weeks after the foliage has

died down in late fall.
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How to Grow Potatoes in a Container

Growing potatoes in containers can make gardening accessible for the small space gardener. When you grow potatoes in a container, harvesting is easier because all the tubers are in one place.  Potatoes can be grown in a large Nursery Container, garbage can, Tupperware bin or even a gunnysack or burlap bag. The process is easy and something the entire family can enjoy from planting to harvesting

If you are using a rubber or plastic bin, make sure you drill several drainage holes. Heavy burlap bags make ideal containers because they breathe and drain. Whatever type of container you choose, make sure there is room to build up the soil as the spuds grow.              Full Sun or at least 6-8 Hours ~ Temps around 60 degrees. 

Fill the container 1/3 full with your soil mix. …. Which should be a Well drained Garden Soil.  Potatoes are heavy feeders so again add Garden fertilizer prior to planting. 

Cut the seed potatoes into 2-inch chunks that have several eyes on them. Small potatoes can be planted as they are. 
Plant the chunks 5 to 7 inches apart and cover them with 3 inches of moist soil.
 Cover container potatoes with more soil after they grow 7 inches and continue to cover the small plants until you reach the top of the bag. Container potatoes need to be kept well watered but not soggy.

Harvesting Container Potatoes

Harvest potatoes after the plants flower and then turn yellow. You can also remove new potatoes before flowering. Once the stems turn yellow, stop watering and wait a week. 
Dig out the potatoes or just dump the container and sort through the medium for the tubers. Clean the potatoes and let them cure for two weeks for storage.
