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Safety, Care & Maintenance

*DO NOT SUBMERGE THE PHYTOTANK*

The LED lighting System is not waterproof
Avoid getting water on the PhytoTank, especially when opening 

the reactor to remove macroalgae.

As with all electrical aquarium equipment keep the power supply, electrical 
connections and the power cord away from water.  Create a drip loop with 

your power cord to prevent water from getting into the electronics.









Use Chaeto Macroalgae to remove 
phosphate and nitrate from your reef tank

Chaeto macroalgae is a natural and effective way to remove 
phosphate and nitrate.  Macroalgae consumes these nutrients 
during growth.  

The PhytoTank provides an ideal environment for macroalgae 
growth due to the efficient lighting system.

Set up the PhytoTank Chaeto reactor by installing a small pump 
in your sump (do not exceed 250 g/hr) that will pump water 
from your system, through the reactor and then back into your 
sump.

*DO NOT SUBMERGE THE PHYTOTANK!  The electronics are not 
waterproof!

PhytoTank Macroalgae Reactor



Use ½ inch outer 
diameter 
polyethylene 
tubing.

Connect tubing to 
quick connect 
fittings on the 
PhytoTank cap



Quick Connect Fittings
Use ½ inch outer diameter 
polyethylene tubing.

For best results cut the tubing 
with a tubing cutter

Firmly press the end of the tube 
into the fitting and then test it for 
leaks

To remove the tube, press the 
outer ring in and then slide the 
tube out.

After prolonged and repeated 
use the connectors may start to
leak and can be replaced.



Make sure the electrical connections are not in contact with water!

Figure 5

PhytoTank Macroalgae Reactor Set-Up

Connect the power supply 
to the PhytoTank

In Out

Recommend an outlet 
timer set to a 16 hour
light and 8 hour dark 

cycle

When the PhytoTank is filled with 
macroalgae the lights will appear a lot 
dimmer---always inspect the lights 
when your PhytoTank is empty, and the 
cap is removed!!!



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

1. Make sure the electrical connections are not in contact with water.

2. Check the plumbing connections periodically for leaks

3. If your aquarium is less that 30 gallons, then invert the light cycle so that the 
PhytoTank is on when your main lighting system is off.  This is because the LED 
lights in the PhytoTank may increase the water temperature.  

4. When the chaeto takes up the full volume of the PhytoTank, turn the pump off, 
remove the cap and discard 75% of the chaeto.  Take this opportunity to clean the 
inside of the tank with a damp cloth to remove any algae that may have started 
growing on the glass.  Do not submerge the PhytoTank while cleaning it!

5. If the reactor is positioned below the water level of the sump, make sure you lift 
the reactor above the sump before turning off the pump and removing the lid to 
avoid siphoning water out of the sump.  Alternatively, place shut off valves in the 
supply and discharge tubes as close to the reactor as possible so that you can close 
those valves after shutting off the pump and before removing the cap.


