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Club-A-Rama Week 43:

PUMPKIN
1970s Circleville Pumpkin Festival, OH

Sometimes I just have TOO much fun around here in the MOLDVILLE garage!  Once we mixed up a GLOW-IN-
THE-DARK ORANGE color, there was no doubt about which mold had to be made.  The problem was -
MOLDVILLE didn't own the PUMPKIN!  So even though there are only two existing moldsets of the PUMPKIN - 
we spared no expense for CLUB-A-RAMA members and acquired one!  Though it glows orange in the dark, it
looks pretty nice in daylight as well:



The PUMPKIN MAR was made by Eldin Irwin in the 1970s for the CIRCLEVILLE PUMPKIN FESTIVAL held
annually in Circleville, Ohio.  The original sculpture from which Eldin made the PUMPKIN moldset is shown
below!



This unique agricultural exhibit and street fair originated in October 1903, when the Mayor of Circleville conceived
the idea of holding a small exhibit in front of his place on West Main St.  Corn fodder and pumpkins (many cut into
Jack-O-Lanterns) formed the principal decorations, creating the nickname "The Pumpkin Show."  It is reputedly
the 6th largest festival in the US with an annual attendance over four days of more than 300,000 people.  It is also
called "The Greatest Free Show on Earth" because no admission or entry fee is charged.  (information courtesy
of www.pumpkinshow.com)

The CIRCLEVILLE PUMPKIN FESTIVAL traces its origins to 1903 - below is a postcard from 1910!



 

 

 

The MOLD machines were trailered to Ohio to the Circleville
Pumpkin Festival each year.   The actual MOLDVILLE machine
itself was one of the Mold machines adapted for being trailered (it
has an angle bracket welded at each leg,) and very possibly (if not
probably) was itself operated at the Circleville Pumpkin Festival in
the early 1970s.  In fact, it's extremely probable given that the
license still attached to the MOLDVILLE machine when found was
for the state of Ohio!

This 1960s postcard reads on the back:  "A 100,000 pound display of pumpkins, squash and gourds at the
Circleville, Ohio Pumpkin Show, "Greatest Free Show on Earth."



 

 

 

 

 

 

They apparently also name a "Miss Pumpkin
Show", such as Janet Collins in 1967, said to be
appearing before over 250,000 people in
attendance (shown here with here guest Mellisa
Trout, Sungoddess of the St. Petersburg Fla.
Festival.)



Bob Spohn, master pumpkin carver (1980s)

It is believed that the last year that the PUMPKIN MAR was used at the CIRCLEVILLE PUMPKIN FESTIVAL was
1979 (largely because Eldin Irwin had ceased trailering MOLD machines around the midwest by then!)





Truth be told, the PUMPKIN moldset has origins that go back a bit as well.  JH MILLER MFG Co itself (inventor of
the MOLD-A-RAMA machines) made pumpkins in the 1940s-50s.



Below are plaster recasts of the originals perfectly made by Miller aficionado KEN GLENNON.

 

This was an early test of the PUMPKIN moldset, temporarily installed without the cooling water lines attached
(which you can do for just a couple test figures or so - until the moldset gets too warm without cooling.)



There are only two existing PUMPKIN moldsets - and MOLDVILLE now owns one of them!  It was designed in
the 1970s by the immortal Eldin Irwin, who bought his first mold machines directly from Mold-A-Rama starting in
the late 1960s.  The engraving originally read "THE PUMPKIN SHOW" (you can see it in the glow image at the
top of this page.)  The moldset that MOLDVILLE acquired has the "PUMPKIN" portion of the original engraving
surviving.

Lights on.... ...lights off!

Disclaimers:  The color and/or exact condition of the MOLD you get in the CLUB-A-RAMA may or may not be as shown.  Not for children under 3.

Please visit the facebook page called 'Moldville', and 'LIKE' it, to keep up to date:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MOLDVILLE/156515454416041?success=1

If YOU would like to own this very moldset (and perhaps even include a fully operating MOLDVILLE machine
to go with it) so you can reissue your own souvenirs from 50 years ago, please email
MoldvilleMachine@gmail.com TODAY - before someone else beats you to it!

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/MOLDVILLE.com/156515454416041?success=1
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