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Club-A-Rama Week 52:

LAWRENCE WELK
Thomas Organ promotion

1967

"Ah one, and ah two..."  It's LAWRENCE WELK!
Lawrence Welk (1903-1992), born in the German-speaking community of Strasburg, North Dakota, was an
American bandleader who hosted "The Lawrence Welk Show" from 1955 to 1982.  His style came to be known as
"champagne music".  His parents emigrated to America in 1892 from a German-speaking area of Russia (now
part of the Ukraine.)

In the 1960s the Thomas Organ Company was at the height of its popularity.  The company became the importer
of the English-made Vox combo, the electronics of which would turn up in Thomas models.  Thomas also took
over manufacturing rights of the Moog synthesizer and enjoyed heavy celebrity endorsement from the likes of
Lawrence Welk, whose organist Bob Ralston both played a Thomas organ on "The Lawrence Welk Show" and on
tour at organ and piano shops to demonstrate the greatly improved tonal quality of the new models.

In 1968 Lawrence Welk had a high-end model Thomas Organ named after him: the Lawrence Welk spinet model.





TRIVIA:  Lucille Ball featured a Thomas organ on at least one episode of "The Lucy Show."

 

 

 

 

 

1965 advertisement:

Advertisements from 1966 and 1967, respectively (below):



 



The LAWRENCE WELK moldset is unnumbered, which would place it in my numbering system as 1967 or later. 
This dovetails nicely with some Lawrence Welk/Thomas Organ advertisements I found dated from 1965 through
1967, and a youtube video from 1965 with Lawrence Welk introducing the Thomas Organ played by Bobby
Ralston on the show.

Thomas Organ went out of business in 1979.

Disclaimers:  The color and/or exact condition of the MOLD you get in the CLUB-A-RAMA may or may not be as shown.  Not for children under 3.

Please visit the facebook page called 'Moldville', and 'LIKE' it, to keep up to date:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MOLDVILLE/156515454416041?success=1

If YOU would like to own this very moldset (and perhaps even include a fully operating MOLDVILLE machine
to go with it) so you can reissue your own souvenirs from 50 years ago, please email
MoldvilleMachine@gmail.com TODAY - before someone else beats you to it!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bq9j1M74lvY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bq9j1M74lvY
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MOLDVILLE.com/156515454416041?success=1
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