MOLD-A-RAMA (moldarama) machine made in 1964 by Mold-A-Rama, Inc. for New York World's Fair, and Seattle World's Fair in 1962, is restored to its original glory to
reissue souvenirs last seen half a century ago. MOLD-A-RAMA machine made in 1964 by Mold-A-Rama, Inc. for New York World's Fair, and Seattle World's Fair in 1962,
is restored to its original glory to reissue souvenirs last seen half a century ago.
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Experience the souvenir fun of the 60s & 70s again, for the first time...

(MOLDVILLE is not affiliated with Mold-A-Rama, Inc. of Chicago, IL nor with the 1960s
company Mold-A-Rama, Inc. of Los Angeles, original operator of the "Disneyland Toy
Factory.")
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HUMBLE OIL BUILDING

1962-63

Houston, TX

The HUMBLE OIL BUILDING is located in Houston, Texas.



The HUMBLE OIL BUILDING was the home office for Humble Oil and Refining Company in Houston, Texas, was
designed by Welton Becket with continuous horizontal sun shades on four exposures to reduce air-conditioning
costs.



The new office skyseraper for Huomble 01 is
unuzual in two important respeets, Broad
“evebrow" lype aluminum sun shades are
used at every oflice floor on each face of the
building, and these, enameled gray on top and
white below, give lhe building facades a
unique character. The T-fool eantilevered
shades completely sereen out the summer
sun; in the spring, fall and winter they admit
morning sun un the southeast and lale after-
noon sun on the southwest. Studies have
proved to the satiafaction of the owners that
the sercens will save enough air-condition-
ing dollars to pay for themselves overy five
veurz, A site disgonslly scrosz from the eity
hleck selected for the office tower was sequired
hy the building owners fur & parking garage.
The architects conceived the idea of placing
the boilers, compressors and three cooling
towerz on top of the seven-story parking
structure rather than at the penthouse level
of the tower, thus achieving substantial
ecomgmies,

While the 280-foot-asquare cily bloek on
which the office tower is built is not quite large
enough to provide a generous plaza, the 225-
foet-long hy 115-foot-wide reetangular huild-
ing hus been set as far back from the major
strect az posaible. The entire zite has boen de-
signed as a raiged podium.
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Coneourse floor plan shows the 900-zeat cafeteria and
a G00-seat auditorium placed below grade te accom-
modute wide spuroe requirements which could not be
eonveniently loeated in the tower, The cafeteria is
lighted by a glass enclesed sunken garden courtyard,
A pedestrian tunnel at the coneourse level connects to
the parking garape
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SECTION

GROUND FLOOR — e

The tower shown at lebby level in the ground fleor
plan comprises 40 per cent of the site, It is set back on
a pedivm which rises 8% feet above the sidewalk leval,
and iz approached by five broad granite stairwaya.
Three fountains and the eafeterin light-well interrupt
the podium surface. The seuth entrance provides ae-
cess by vamp for taxis and limousines, az well as
ramps down to the concourse level Tor traek loading

Floors 9, 21, 33 and 45 shown in the section (left) are
mechanical floors, but they econtain only electrical
equipment and fan facilities for air-conditioning and
ventilating. All boilers, compressors and cooling tow-
ers are located on the roof of the parking garage
across the street. Not only does thiz eliminate noise
and vibratien in the office building but it reduces the
dead loads on the steel strueture, resulting in a lighter
and move econcmical building. A two-story, glaszs en-
elosed private elub and cbzervation platform are lo-
cated on top, where the heating and cooling equipment
wonld have been, and printing, duplicating and other
serviees, plus shops and storage, are located in the
barement. The oflice tower rests on a 7-foot-thick rein-
foreed conerete mat
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PLAN OF SUNSHADES

Continuous horizontal sunshades are ecantilevered a
distance of 7 feet from 41 of the building’s 44 floors.
They control solar radiation, reduce the air-condition-
ing load and create changing patterns of light and
shade on the facades. Supported on aluminum out-
riggers, the aluminum panels are covered with a light
gray poreelain enamel on the top surfaee to reduce
glare, and white porcelain enamel on the bottom sur-
face to harmonize with the facade. The panels are
held at the line of the projecting white-marble-
sheathed structural columns, a distance of approxi-
mately 1 foot 6 inches from the eurtain wall. Air thus
ean circulate freely up the face of the building and
warm air pockets are avoided. The shades support
maintenance men when they wash the structure’s
6,241 fixed glass windows. They are designed to carry
a 200-pound dead load and to withstand wind veloci-
ties up to 150 miles per hour. The 4-foot B-inch-wide
precast spandrel panels of the curtain wall have an
exposed Texas dolomite facing which is self cleaning.
Aluminum mullions are natural finish




Typical office flocra are planned on d.foot E-inch
Luilding module located around a central utility core.
Fach medule iz 2 2elf-contoined unit with s own un-
dorleor eleetrien] and communications connections
permitting completely flexible partitioning, On office
floors, conditivnemd air iz supplied through fexible
ducts leading to eombination aiv-cenditioning and
lighting fxtures recessed into Uhe vemovable acousti-
cal eeiling { fop righth, Thi= fixture, developed by Wel-
iom Decket for anether building, is now a slendarvd
jtem. It consista of u recessed flusrescent light with
air slots on either side. Certain of the sloks supply
air while thers sre used to exhaust or return the air,
the ceiling acting as the return air plenum. Sinee the
fixtures are medularly spaced aeross the entire cell-
ifng, it becomes an air-conditioning source, with even
air distribution and no noise or dralte, There are ap-
progimately 2000 individual zomes of temoperatore
control, which allow each individusl effice to comlrel
ite own temperatures. lumination in excess of 140
font-eandles is provided throughout the office area
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All interior design was coordinated by Wel-
ton Becket Associates. Elevator cab interiors
(above left) are color keyed to the floors each
serves. Ceiling effect in cab is achieved by
rectangular plastic cubes, edge-lighted from
hidden fluorescent lights above. A lighting
cove around the edge above the floating ceil-
ing washes the walls of the cab with indirect
light. The three walls of each cab are faced
with a putty-colored plastic into which strips
of walnut inlays blend with a walnut railing
in the rear of the cab which is partially in-
set in the backwall. The cove into which the
handrail is set is colored to match the cab’s
carpeting, which in turn matches the carpet-
ing and color schemes of the elevator lobbies
on the floors served by that particular eleva-
tor. Colors utilized are red, yvellow-gold, olive
green and blue. Conference room door (left)
has walnut inlays similar to those in eleva-
tor. The architects developed the three-way
telephone stands in the lobby (above) and
refer to them as “telephone pods”

A couple vintage HUMBLE OIL BUILDING molds!



DY, T <.

The HUMBLE OIL BUILDING moldset is UNnumbered, which makes it difficult to date. But it has an earlier-style
mating design with the curved corners, and the October 1963 article in Architectural Record magazine includes
photos of the building. It is my guess that this mold dates to the early 1962-63 era of Mold-A-Rama.

Disclaimers: The color and/or exact condition of the MOLD you get in the CLUB-A-RAMA may or may not be as shown. Not for children under 3.

Please visit the facebook page «called 'Moldville’, and 'LIKE' it, to

keep up to date:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MOLDVILLE/156515454416041?success=1

space lab | 02: cardinal | 03: panda | 04: chimpanzee | 05: the general sherman | 06: george washington | 07: pavilion of electric power | 08:
przewalski's horse | 09: jai-alai | 10: macaw | 11: riverboat | 12: gemini space capsule | 13: rattlesnake | 14: lunar module | 15: water ski girl | 16:
singing_angel | 17: southern belle | 18: president johnson | 19: pelican | 20: king_cobra | 21: bull | 22: Hackney's lobster | 23: cockatoo | 24: cowboy
w/ bag | 25: valley forge | 26: miami airport | 27: muddy mud hen | 28: truman bust | 29: large dolphin | 30: space rail | 31: standing_lincoln | 32:
glass bottom boat | 33: kitty bank | 34: aardvark | 35: chimp & baby, | 36: large JFK | 37: stone mountain | 38: bowling_pin plaque | 39: corky the
clown | 40: new york skyline | 41: titan Illc missile | 42: walking_bear | 43: cow | 44: clown | 45: humble oil building | 46: brontosaurus (looking_back)
| 47: Roosevelt bust | 48: coal car train | 49: piggy_bank | 50: pirate | 51: sea turtle | 52: space shuttle in orbit | 53: georgia state capitol | 54:
eisenhower bust | MILLER ALIEN Purple People Eater | The MOLD-A-RAMA Machine | History | 1964 NY WORLDS FAIR questions answered! |
Moldville RetroWax (TM) | Moldville MillerWax (TM) | FOR SALE: Vintage MOLD machine | Contact Us
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