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“Without Choosing Our Roots,  

I don’t know where I'd be right now.”  

— Lela, Youth Participant 

Wow, friends! We have come a LONG way. Back in 
2016, we were a small group gathered in my living 
room, knowing the statistics and the stories, knowing 
that queer youth homelessness was an urgent 
problem that needed our collective attention, but 
not knowing what to do. So we did that marvelous 
thing—we reached out to you, and together as a 
community, we brainstormed, planned, took one 
step after another, and took to heart the motto: 
“Proceed as if success is inevitable.”  

Five years later, there are so many new stories... 
Young people who have grown confident and 
competent as leaders. Young people who share 
heartfelt gratitude for a chance to feel safe, to feel 
heard, to feel seen, to feel the embrace of 
community. Some of their stories are shared in this 
report. You made it all possible. You believed it could 
be done. You supported COR with money, time, 
compassion and dedication. 

Looking ahead to the next five years, we see a 
building being purchased in Anchorage to provide 
more housing options, expansion into more rural 
areas in Alaska, increased advocacy across the state, 
and more success stories as young people connect 
with essential supports and resources. Will you be a 
part of that future? Can you volunteer, host, mentor, 
or become a sustaining donor?  

The needs are here, now, all around us. Because of 
you, COR is prepared to meet those needs. When we 
come together, success is inevitable. 

Chris Terry, Community Investor  

“This organization  

just makes me feel  

so safe.”   

— COR Youth Leader 

While living in a host home this year, Lela graduated from high 
school.  Her goal is to go to college for music and social work.  

She says, “I’ve progressed a lot, and I’m pretty positive I’m 
going in a good direction.”  We’re positive she is too! 

“Before COR, I felt alone.  

Now I feel like I’m part of a community 

that really cares about me.”  

— COR Youth Participant 

Youth participants led a series of virtual arts events this spring, which fostered 
mental wellness through creativity and connection.  As one young person said, 

"There is so little community right now that I have access to ... and this felt like a 
community." The paintings shown here include self-affirmations, as young 

people see that they are calm and strong, genuine and kind, alive and resilient! 

COR youth, staff, and volunteers enjoyed Pride 
celebrations all over the state—including this one 
in Homer– and were able to take leadership roles 

in several of these life-affirming events. 



The Financial Information presented here reflects the fiscal year that 
ended on June 30, 2021. Some grant funds were received at the end of 
the last fiscal year for projects that are underway in the current year, 
which is why FY21 shows a substantial net revenue. The budget for 
FY21 reflects significant growth in comparison to FY20, and we expect 
additional growth in FY22, as COR extends services to more young 
people throughout Alaska. This essential growth is only possible    

because of your generous support. 
Thank you! 

“I love Choosing Our Roots because they help 

the LGBTQ+ community find housing …  

They also help us to accomplish our dreams.”  

— Gaby, Youth Participant 

Adrian was couchsurfing in the Valley. He entered the host home program as a trans teenager who had 

already experienced years of housing instability. In a COR host home, he built a strong relationship with his 

host family. In that supportive environment, Adrian was able to graduate high school, access gender affirming 

healthcare, and address his mental wellness needs as a survivor of trauma. Now he is working full time, 

paying rent in his own apartment, and attending college classes. Although he has left the host home program, 

he maintains an ongoing connection with his former hosts. Adrian and his hosts affirm that they have become 

one another’s family and plan on staying in one another’s lives – both for support and mentorship with 

practical needs, and because they genuinely care for one another. Today, Adrian says that he is loving life.  

In 2021, COR has:  

Housed 16 youth  

in safe, supportive,  

identity-affirming host homes 

Provided case management to 68 youth 

including ongoing intensive case 

management for 36 youth, as they work 

toward fulfillment of their personal goals 

FY21 Total Revenue      $608,580 

FY21 Total Expenses       $441,480 

Net Revenue       $167,100  

 

FY22 Operating Budget     $821,898 

FY22 Capital Budget     $500,000 

 

Note: FY21 financial figures have not yet 
been audited and may be subject to change.  

REVENUE 

EXPENSES 

Donations 
17% 

Other Direct Services 
for Youth 

2% 

Empowered 8 youth to move 

into stable housing after 

participation in COR programs 

Peter and Raven are a young married couple who 

went through periods of homelessness, as well as 

extreme housing instability. Both of them felt 

isolated and unsafe in community. They had 

persistent trouble finding employment or safe 

housing, due in large part to their gender identities 

and disabilities. After connecting with COR, they 

were able to receive supportive services that kept them safe while waiting to be matched with a host who 

could support both of them, as well as their beloved dog. Since entering a host home this summer, Peter has 

begun working full time. Raven is taking on volunteer roles where ze can serve others, while gaining 

leadership and advocacy skills. Both of them are accessing regular mental health supports. Feeling safe and 

affirmed in their identities, they report decreased suicidal ideation and increased stability. Peter says,  

"COR has helped me find community. Without it I wouldn't know all the cool people I do now.  

Being hosted has also helped me find hope. I am now working, and I don't have to worry about where I'm 

gonna sleep at night." They hope to become financially stable, to access the medical care they need to feel 

comfortable in their own bodies, and eventually to live independently. Meanwhile, they are grateful for a 

host who can share empathy and understanding based on common experiences, and who is providing the 

space they need to rest and feel secure during this time of transition. Because of COR, they know that they 

are not alone and that they are loved.  

Hosted 47 multigenerational  

virtual events for social support and 

community building in a time of pandemic 

 Advocated for the needs of homeless LGBTQ+ youth in 

local and statewide systems 

 Created opportunities for youth leadership development 

 Compensated youth leaders for their valuable time and 

wisdom shared 

 Conducted an unprecedented Community Needs and 

Readiness Assessment focused on queer youth in the 

Matanuska Susitna and Kenai Peninsula Boroughs  

“Being a part of Choosing Our Roots has 

been such a rewarding experience. 

Watching a youth blossom from shy, 

lonely, and lost into an adult who feels 

like they can navigate more of the world 

around them feels amazing.  

I am so grateful to continue to host and 

be involved with COR.” 
— Sheri, Host 

Government 
Grants   28% 

Private Foundation 
Grants   55% 

Housing Stipends 
12% 

Host Home Program 
Operating Costs   25% 

Case Management / 

Program Staff   48% 

Purchases for Youth 
12% 

Other Direct Services   2% 
Needs Assessment   1% 

Celebrated the personal accomplishments 

of youth participants, including  

8 who gained new employment 
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THANK YOU for Your Generous Support!  
Grantors & Corporate Donors 

Agnew::Beck 
Alaska Community Foundation* 
AmazonSmile Foundation 
American Library Association 
Anchorage Brewing Company 
Anchorage Youth Development  
     Coalition* 
AT&T* 
Awesome Foundation: AK Chapter 
Calypso Farm and Ecology Center 
CareThinc 
Cheeky MedSpa 
Chulengo Expeditions 
City of Soldotna COVID-19 Relief  
     Fund* 
Costco Wholesale 
Doyon, Limited 
Emergency Food and Shelter  
     Program 
Employees of American Eagle 
First National Bank of Alaska 
Forrest Dunbar for Mayor 
Fred Meyer 
Full Spectrum Health 
Fund for Trans Generations* 
Hemera Foundation 
Hutchings & Associates 
Jazwares 
Mat-Su Health Foundation 
Native Movement* 
NeighborWorks Alaska 
No on Rivera Recall 
PowerOn, a program of LGBT  
     Technology Institute 
Pride Foundation* 
Radical Imagination Family Fund* 
Rasmuson Foundation* 
Rising Tide Communications 
Robert R. Bergis Donor Advised  
     Fund* 
Sarah Perez & Bleeding Heart  
     Brewery 
Sitka Pride 
Sparkles Productions 
Spirit of Youth 
St. John United Methodist Church 
St. Mary's Episcopal Church 
Standing Together Against Rape 
Starbucks Foundation 
State of Alaska* 
Student Social Work Coalition at  
     UAA 
The Upswing Fund for Adolescent  
     Mental Health* 
Three Peaks Mercantile 
Transitions Voice Lab 
U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban  
     Development * 
#UglyDogs 
Urban Greens 
/Vib/ Cycle 
Wild Scoops 
 

* grant awards above $5,000 

 

Individual Donors 

Anonymous (28+) 
Aaron Walker 
Albert Fogle  
Alex Carr Johnson 
Alex France 
Alexandra Codina 
Alexandria Romano 
Alice Gausch 
Alisha Wenzel 
Amanda Hurtubise 
Amber Stoner 
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Amy Lee 
Analise H. Goedeke 
Andrew Streight 
Angela Matz & David Payer 
Angela Ramirez 
Anita Goetz 
Ann Kirby 
Ann McKay Bryson 
Anna Dalton 
Anna Meredith 
Anne Harrington 
Annette Choszczyk 
Annis Killen 
Annmarie Buckley 
April Whitehead 
Aria Phillips 
Ariel Berg 
Ariel Gingrich 
Arin Underwood 
Art & Marilyn Carpenter 
Arthur Werneck 
Ashley Brasfield 
Austin Quinn-Davidson  
Ayuq Bryson 
Barbara & Terry McCarthy 
Barbara Nock 
Barbara Rodgers 
Barbara Soule 
Beaty Graves 
Becka McKissick 
Becky Bitzer 
Beth Putman 
Betsy & Mick Johnson 
Bhavisha Bhalsod 
Bonnie & Don Bladow 
Bonnie Bruhn Lowder 
Brenna McCarthy 
Brian McManus 
Brianna Beswick 
Bridget Duffy 
Britta Hamre 
Brittanie Lammers 
Brittany Garner 
Brook Beveridge 
Brook Wright 
Bryson Corbett 
Buz Norwood 
Callie Little-Davis 
Caroline Hodge 
Carolyn Norton & Gulliver the Grey 
Carrie & Bradley Harris 
Cassidy Regan 
Cassie Haugen 
Chami Krueger & C 

 

Chantal De Alcuaz 
Charlene Aqpik Apok 
Charlie Mills 

Cherry Thomas 
Cheryl & David Vastola 
Cheryl Imbriani 
Cheryl Lovegreen 
Chris & Maggi Arend 
Chris Bailey 
Chris Kolerok 
Chris Terry & Bob Hancock 
Christa Jade 
Christina Perkins O'Marrah 
Cindi Fisher 
CJ Levine 
Claire Dorn 
Cody Carver 
Colby Bleicher & Jackson McKinney 
Cory McCoy 
Dalecia Young 
Dana Turton 
Dane Larsen 
Daniel & Candace Stanton 
Daniel Nicoll 
Dave Mayo-Kiely 
Dave Milburn 
David & Debbie Lockard 
David Brown 
David Clark 
David Edlefsen 
Dawn Allen-Herron 
Diane DuFresne 
Donovon Dildine 
Dorena Montgomery 
Dorinda Pulliam 
Dorothy & Russell Colegrove 
Doug Koester 
Douglas Causey 
Douglas MacIver 
Douglas Watts 
Eileen Arnold 
Eli Michael 
Elissa Brown 
Elizabeth & John Ungerleider 
Elizabeth Ellis-Steinzeig 
Elizabeth Galloway 
Elizabeth Schafer 
Ellen Brown 
Ellen Johnson-Price 
Ellen Weiser & David Weissman 
Emily Becker 
Emma Haddix 
Enigma Jindra 
Eric & Brigitte Miller 
Erica Carroll 
Erica Phillips 
Erika Maxx 
Erin Willahan 
Ethan Pantel 
Eva Knutson 
Evan Lozano 
Gaea Miller 
Garrett Costello 
Gary Juul III 
Gay Peterson-Berg & Mark Berg 
Glenn Forbes 
Gor Galstyan 

 

Greg Smith 
Gretchen Wellman 

Hailey Dieken 
Hannah Feldman 

Hannah Graham 
Hannah Love & Rendon Foy 
Heather Davis 
Heather Harris 
Heidi Velveeta 
Helen Jenkins 
Hope McGratty & Tyler Jones 
Hunter Dill 
Irene Vasquez 
Jack Dishman 
Jacob Powell 
Jacqueline Pitt 
James & Mollie Crittenden 
James Welch 
Jamez & Julia Terry 
Janel Gagnon 
Janet Howe 
Janna Christen 
Jean Mitchell 
Jeanne Ashcraft 
Jeffrey Burka 
Jeltje deJong 
Jen Chikoyak 
Jen Johnson 
Jen Laws 
Jenn Eskridge & David Crowson 
Jenna Taormina 
Jennie Armstrong & Ben Kellie 
Jennie Williams 
Jennifer Fowler 
Jennifer Kneppar 
Jeremy Rath 
Jess Limbird & Solomon Stettinger 
Jim & Kathy Nolan 
Jim Strohmer 
JJ Harrier 
Joan McGrath 
Joanna Going 
Jocelyn Ludlow 
Jodi Reasons Marshall 
Joel & Darlene Terry 
Johnny Blazes & Brendan Higgins 
Jonah Scharf 
Josie Oliva 
Julian Dann 
Julie & Patrick Myles 
Julie Glynn 
Julie Harris & Mel Buhr 
Julie Schmidt & Gayle Schuh 
Justin Reeder 
Kaeden Raye 
Kaegan Koski 
Kaia Pearson 
Kaitlin & Nick Pabo-Eulberg 
Kal Bacon 
Kale Casey 
Kaleb Johnson 
Kara Woo 
Karen & George Sonray 
Karen Goodman 
Karen Lonardo 
Karen Seda 
Karen Zeman 

We are grateful to all who make this program possible and do our best to maintain a thorough and accurate record of contributions received.   

If you believe there has been an error or omission, please let us know: info@choosingourroots.org or 907-764-6233 
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Kathie Albers 
Kathleen Stenson 
Kathryn Lynch 
Kathy and Pat Kelly 
Kathy Moore 
Katia Holmes 
Katie Carter 
Katie McKay Bryson 
Katie Muzik 
Katy Jurney 
Kayla Epstein 
Kayla Green 
Kerry Howell 
Kim Ciccone 
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Kim Nielsen 
Kimberly Pace 
Kris Pitts 
Kristi Holta 
Ky Burt 
Kyle Mielke 
Kylee Smith 
Laura Butcher 
Laura Carpenter 
Laura Herman 
Laura Murphy 
Laura Wheeler 
Laurie Wolf 
Lesleigh Owen 
Leslie MacPherson 
Lew Scheinert 
Liam Smith 
Lillian Lennon 
Linda Berg 
Linda O'Brien 
Lindsay Nicoll 
Lindsey Hajduk & Jedediah Smith 
Lisa & Gary Coughlen 
Lisa Donnelly 
Lisa Hillier 
Lisa Hord 
Liz Dean 
Löki Gale Tobin & Walker Gusse 
Lona Powell 
Lori Lober 
Lynalice Bandy 
Lynnis Roberts 
Mac Lyons 
Madalene Mandap 
Mandy Ramsay 
Marah Gotcsik 
Marc Flothe 
Margaret Eggleston 
Margaret Irene 
Margaux Delotte-Bennett 
Maria Elena Cacciatore 

 

Marianne Pellegrini 
Marit Vick 
Mark Mesle 
Marlene Silva 
Marsha Buck 
Marsha Holbrook 
Mary Ann Thomas 
Mary Beth Bosco 
Mary Bristol 
Mary Dowling 
Mary Ruebelmann 
Matthew Putnam 
Megan & Matthew Carlson 
Megan McBride & Michael Barber 
Meka Harris 
Melanie Schaffner 
Melissa Butler 
Melissa Cook 
Melissa Green 
Meneka Thiru 
Micah Sewell 
Michael Garvey 
Michael Kerosky 
Michele Whaley & Karl Wilhelmi 
Miel Leslie 
Monica Mueller 
Morgan & Amy Vail 
Morgan Rath 
Natalie Kiley-Bergen 
Nestlyne Aquino 
Neva Reece 
Nicolas & Jonah Wieder 
Nicole Lawrence 
Nicole Riordan-Randall 
Nicole Sola 
Nora Gecan 
Ohma Zee 
Paige & Christi Harper 
Patience Magby 
Patrick O'Flanigan 
Peggy Rankin 
Pelczynski Family 
Peter Mueller 
Peterson Berg 
Phyllis Rhodes 
Phyllis Rude 
Piri Jenkins 
Pistotnik Family 
Pixie Cat 
Ptery Lieght 
Rachael McPherson 
Rachel Levitt 
Rachel Sze 
Randi Strachan 
Randy Taradash 
Rayna Marie 
Rebecca Dunne 
Rebecca Mazonson 
Rebekah Bob-Waksberg 
Renee Nowicki 
Rev. Dr. Gina Casey 
Rev. Susan Halvor 
Rhona Stewart 
Rhonda Hunter 
Richard Magwood 
Rik Newton-Treadway 
RJ Sedor 

 

Robbi Marie 
Robbin LaVine 
Robert Smith 
Robert Winter 
Roberta Miller 
Robin Figueroa 
Robin Goffena 
Robin Moffet 
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Royal Ansaldo Kelley 
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Shaina Kilcoyne 
Shari Selzer 
Sharon Barr 
Sharon Richmond 
Shawn Gardner 
Shay Elbaum 
Shayna Stillman 
Sheila Bannigan 
Sheldon Brown 
Shelley Eggert 
Shelley Wickstrom 
Sheri Heritage 
Shirley Staten 
Sid McCausland 
Sophia Paul 
Stella Maris 
Stephanie & Richard Allen 
Stephanie Butte 
Stephanie Stroupe 
Susan & Mark Hickey 
Susan Johnson 
Susan Levy 
Susan Malen 
Susan Orlansky & Jim Bouchard 
Susan Raymond 
Susie Boggess 
Sydney Stokes 
Sydney Tarzwell, Robin Lutz, &  
      Isler Lutz-Tarzwell 
Talia Sopp 
Tammie Brenzovich Willis 
Tammy Doerrman 
Tara Miller 
Tash Willpow 
Tatiana Abbott 
Taylor Brelsford 

 

Tazia Wagner 
Thomas Azzarella 
Thomas Brady 
Thomas Rachal Jr. & Andy  
     Robichaud 
Tim Stallard 
Toni Solenne 
Toya Perkins 
Travis Neff 
Travis Rector 
Tricia Brouillard 
Tyler Pelo 
Tyler and Robin Holmes 
Vanessa Verigin 
Veri di Suvero 
Veronica Morris 
Vic Carlson 
Vic Perrupato 
Vicki Aderman 
Victoria Harrison 
Wendy & Ben Martin 
Wendy Woolf 
Yaso Thiru 
Zane Perron 
 

Gifts Made in Honor of: 
Alex Carr Johnson 
Anchorage School District teachers  
     and staff members who support  
     our LGBTQ+ students. 
Aria Phillips 
Ariel Berg & Madalene Mandap 
Barbara McCarthy 
Chloe Elfreda Pleznac 
Chris Terry 
COR's Youth Leaders 
Enigma Laith Jindra 
Everyone for whom being  
     themselves is the bravest thing  
     they do everyday 
Jamez, Julia & Sebastian Terry 
Kat Banner 
Keith Price 
Lillian Isabele 
Löki Gale Tobin 
Luka Kondratyeva 
Melanie Dowling 
Morgan Rath 
Nicole Sola 
Nyk Starr 
Ohma Zee 
Ptery Lieght 
Quince Mountain & Blair  
     Braverman 
Randi Strachan 
Rory & Robin O'Donoghue 
Sarah 
Sarha Shaubach 
Skayellahr Sirens 
Suzanna Dowling 
Tara S. Miller 
Vic Perrupato 
 

Gifts Made in Memory of: 
David Green 

Frances Wright 

Jahaira DeAlto 

THANK YOU for Your Generous Support!  

We are grateful to all who make this program possible and do our best to maintain a thorough and accurate record of contributions received.   

If you believe there has been an error or omission, please let us know: info@choosingourroots.org or 907-764-6233 
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I don’t know where I'd be right now.”  

— Lela, Youth Participant 

Wow, friends! We have come a LONG way. Back in 
2016, we were a small group gathered in my living 
room, knowing the statistics and the stories, knowing 
that queer youth homelessness was an urgent 
problem that needed our collective attention, but 
not knowing what to do. So we did that marvelous 
thing—we reached out to you, and together as a 
community, we brainstormed, planned, took one 
step after another, and took to heart the motto: 
“Proceed as if success is inevitable.”  

Five years later, there are so many new stories... 
Young people who have grown confident and 
competent as leaders. Young people who share 
heartfelt gratitude for a chance to feel safe, to feel 
heard, to feel seen, to feel the embrace of 
community. Some of their stories are shared in this 
report. You made it all possible. You believed it could 
be done. You supported COR with money, time, 
compassion and dedication. 

Looking ahead to the next five years, we see a 
building being purchased in Anchorage to provide 
more housing options, expansion into more rural 
areas in Alaska, increased advocacy across the state, 
and more success stories as young people connect 
with essential supports and resources. Will you be a 
part of that future? Can you volunteer, host, mentor, 
or become a sustaining donor?  

The needs are here, now, all around us. Because of 
you, COR is prepared to meet those needs. When we 
come together, success is inevitable. 
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“This organization  

just makes me feel  

so safe.”   

— COR Youth Leader 

While living in a host home this year, Lela graduated from high 
school.  Her goal is to go to college for music and social work.  

She says, “I’ve progressed a lot, and I’m pretty positive I’m 
going in a good direction.”  We’re positive she is too! 

“Before COR, I felt alone.  

Now I feel like I’m part of a community 

that really cares about me.”  

— COR Youth Participant 

Youth participants led a series of virtual arts events this spring, which fostered 
mental wellness through creativity and connection.  As one young person said, 

"There is so little community right now that I have access to ... and this felt like a 
community." The paintings shown here include self-affirmations, as young 

people see that they are calm and strong, genuine and kind, alive and resilient! 

COR youth, staff, and volunteers enjoyed Pride 
celebrations all over the state—including this one 
in Homer– and were able to take leadership roles 

in several of these life-affirming events. 


