Sunday, November 25th, 2018 - 13th Sunday of Luke

This Morning’s Readings
St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 3:23 -29, 4;1-5
Brethren, before faith came, we were confined under the law, kept under restraint until faith
should be revealed. So that the law was our custodian until Christ came, that we might be
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a custodian; for in Christ
Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is
neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are
Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is
no better than a slave, though he is the owner of all the estate; but he is under guardians and
trustees until the date set by the father. So with us; when we were children, we were slaves to
the elemental spirits of the universe. But when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son,
born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as sons.

The Gospel according to Luke 18:18-27
At that time, a ruler came to Jesus and asked him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?" And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone.
You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear
false witness, Honor your father and mother.' " And he said, "All these I have observed from
my youth." And when Jesus heard it, he said to him, "One thing you still lack. Sell all that you
have and distribute it to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me."
But when he heard this he became sad, for he was very rich. Jesus looking at him said, "How
hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." Those who
heard it said, "Then who can be saved?" But he said, "What is impossible with men is possible
with God."

This Morning’s Hymns
The stone that had been sealed before Your tomb
by the Jews, and the soldiers guarding did watch
over Your pure and scared body. O Savior, the
third day You arose and unto all the world did
You give life. Whereby all the heavenly powers
did You proclaim that You are the giver of life.
Glory unto our resurrected Christ, glory unto Your
kingdom, glory to Your economy, O You alone
Who loves humankind.

Τοῦ λίθου σφραγισθέντος ὑπὸ τῶν Ἰουδαίων,
καὶ στρατιωτῶν φυλασσόντων τὸ ἄχραντόν
σου Σῶμα, ἀνέστης τριήμερος Σωτήρ,
δωρούμενος τῷ κόσμῳ τὴν ζωήν· διὰ τοῦτο
αἱ Δυνάμεις τῶν οὐρανῶν ἐβόων σοι
ζωοδότα. Δόξα τῇ Ἀναστάσει σου Χριστέ,
δόξα τῇ βασιλείᾳ σου, δόξα τῇ οἰκονομίᾳ
σου, μόνε φιλάνθρωπε.

Today is the prelude of God's good pleasure, and
the proclamation of humanity's salvation. In the
temple of God, the Virgin is presented openly,
and in herself she announces Christ to all. Let us,
then, with a great voice cry aloud to her: Rejoice,
you are the fulfillment of the Creator's dispensation.

Σήμερον τῆς εὐδοκίας Θεοῦ τὸ προοίμιον,
καὶ τῆς τῶν ἀνθρώπων σωτηρίας ἡ
προκήρυξις. Ἐν Ναῷ τοῦ Θεοῦ τρανῶς ἡ
Παρθένος δείκνυται, καὶ τὸν Χριστὸν τοῖς
πᾶσι προκαταγγέλλεται. Αὐτῇ καὶ ἡμεῖς
μεγαλοφώνως
βοήσωμεν·
Χαῖρε
τῆς
οἰκονομίας τοῦ Κτίστου ἡ ἐκπλήρωσις.

Let us sing the praise of the Bride of Christ renowned, the Patroness of Sinai, Katherine divine, our assistance and protection for she has
brilliantly subdued the impious refined by the
power of the Spirit. She was crowned as a martyr of the Lord, and for all, she entreats the
Great Mercy.

Τὴν
πανεύφημον
νύμφην
Χριστοῦ
ὑμνήσωμεν, Αἰκατερῖναν τὴν θείαν καὶ
πολιοῦχον Σινᾶ, τὴν βοήθειαν ἡμῶν καὶ
ἀντίληψιν, ὅτι ἐφίμωσε λαμπρῶς, τοὺς
κομψοὺς τῶν ἀσεβῶν, τοῦ Πνεύματος τῇ
μαχαίρᾳ, καὶ νῦν ὡς Μάρτυς στεφθεῖσα,
αἰτεῖται πᾶσι τὸ μέγα ἔλεος.

Most blessed are You, O Christ our God, Who by
sending down the Holy Spirit upon them, made
the fishermen wise and through them, illumined
the world; and to You the universe was ever
drawn, O Lord, all glory to You!

Eὐλογητός εἶ Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός ἡμῶν ὁ
πανσόφους
τοὺς
ἁλιεῖς
ἀναδείξας
καταπέμψας αὐτοῖς τὸ Πνεῦμα τὸ Ἅγιον καὶ
δι᾽ αὐτῶν τήν οἰκουμένην σαγηνεύσας
φιλάνθρωπε, δόξα Σοι.

The Savior's most pure and immaculate temple,
the very precious bridal chamber and Virgin, who
is the sacred treasure of the glory of God, on this
day is introduced into the House of the Lord, and
with herself she brings the grace in the divine
Spirit. She is extolled by the Angels of God. A
heavenly tabernacle is she.

Ὁ καθαρώτατος ναὸς τοῦ Σωτῆρος, ἡ
πολυτίµητος παστὰς καὶ Παρθένος, τὸ ἱερὸν
θησαύρισµα τῆς δόξης τοῦ Θεοῦ, σήµερον
εἰσάγεται, ἐν τῷ οἴκῳ Κυρίου, τὴν χάριν
συνεισάγουσα, τὴν ἐν Πνεύµατι Θείῳ· ἣν
ἀνυµνοῦσιν Ἄγγελοι Θεοῦ· Αὕτη ὑπάρχει
σκηνὴ ἐπουράνιος.

Announcements
EPISTLE READER TODAY
11/25 - Kathryn Dye

FALL PARISH ASSEMBLY/BUDGET MEETING/PC ELECTIONS DECEMBER 2nd
Please join us for the Fall Parish Assembly meeting on Sunday, December 2nd. This will also
be the budget meeting where the parish council will present the 2019 budget to the parish
assembly for approval. Parish Council elections will also be held on this day.

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY DECEMBER 9th
Stewardship Sunday is on Sunday, December 9th. Following Divine Liturgy all parishioners
are invited to the Speros Community Center for a free luncheon as we come together in
fellowship to forge our financial commitment for 2019. Each family will be mailed a 2019
stewardship pledge card in advance. We ask that you prayerfully consider your pledge to
our beloved Cathedral for the coming year 2019 and bring your filled out pledge card on
that day. We look forward to seeing you all there!

PHILOPTOCHOS
The St. Katherine Ladies of Philoptochos are sponsoring an Artoclasia for their patron Saint,
St. Katherine after liturgy today.
The Ladies of Philoptochos are chairing a food drive with St. Mary’s Food Bank. Collection
boxes are in the Narthex, Community Center, and in the Church office. The most needed
items are items such as peanut butter, canned meat, vegetables & fruit, dry & canned beans
and cereal. Items should be low fat, low sugar, packed in 100% juice or water, low sodium,
100% whole wheat, high fiber and whole grain. The food drive will end Sunday, December
2nd. If you have any questions call Connie Venetis at 602-702-3365 or email her at bird is
the word@msn.com. Thank you for your generosity!
Philoptochos is also collecting new dress socks AND tube socks for both homeless men and
women. Shoebox Ministries for the Homeless will be collecting and distributing these socks
during the Christmas Holidays. Tube socks are needed for durability and dress socks are
needed when applying for a job. A collection box will be in the Community Center for your
convenience through Sunday, December 9th. THANK YOU FOR HELPING THE HOMELESS!

HOLIDAY BAKLAVA & BAKE SALE
Order your Holiday Baklava from Philoptochos now! $20 per pan. Pre-paid orders are being
taken in the Large Hall during Coffee Hour thru December 2nd. Our Holiday Bake Sale will
be on Sunday, December 9th. We will have Tsourekia, Koulourakia, Greek pastries and
many, many more goodies. Also, pick up your pre-ordered Baklava during the bake sale.

This Week at Holy Trinity Cathedral
Today 11/25
13TH SUNDAY OF LUKE
NATIVITY FAST

8:00am - Matins
9:30am - Liturgy

11:45pm - Youth Choir
Rehearsal (Ed. Bldg.)
12:15pm - Dance Practice (CC)

Monday 11/26
NATIVITY FAST

3:30pm - Junior Assembly (LH)

Wednesday 11/28
NATIVITY FAST

9:00am - BNI (LH)

Thursday 11/29
NATIVITY FAST

9:00am - Philoptochos Baking
(Kitchen)

Friday 11/30
ANDREW THE FIRST
CALLED APOSTLE
NATIVITY FAST

8:00am - Matins
9:00am - Liturgy

Saturday 12/1
NATIVITY FAST

9:00 –11:00am - OPA Christmas
Party & Church Decorating

Sunday 12/2
14TH SUNDAY OF LUKE
NATIVITY FAST

8:00am - Matins
9:30am - Liturgy
Fall Parish Assembly
PC Elections

4:30pm - Junior Assembly (LH)
7:00pm - Dance Practice (CC)

12:15pm - Dance Practice (CC)
11:45pm - Youth Choir
Rehearsal (Ed. Bldg.)

Welcome Visitors!
If you are visiting Holy Trinity Cathedral this morning we welcome you in the Name of the
Lord! Orthodox Christian worship may be unlike other forms of worship you have encountered
but you can follow along in the service book in the pews. (If you need assistance, simply ask
the nearest parishioner.) And though Holy Communion is offered only to the Orthodox faithful
who are prepared to receive the Holy Gifts, the blessed bread is offered to everyone after the
service. Please sign our Guest Book in the narthex and join us for coffee and refreshments in
the community center so we can get to know you. May your time with us be blessed!

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral
1973 E. Maryland Avenue, Phoenix AZ 85016 Office: 602.264. 7863
Holy Trinity website: www.holytrinityphx.org
Email: htfrontoffice@holytrinityphx.org
Rev. Economos Apostolos Hill, Proistamenos: htpriest@holytrinityphx.org

Ορεκτικό
Investments

An appetizer before the main course

November 25 th, 2018

A man named Bob once came into a bit of money and decided to invest it in the Widget Division
of Ajax Corp. Bob knew nothing of Ajax Corp's long and storied history, nor of widgetry. But as
Bob's investments steadily grew he developed a keen interest in both, reading about the many
applications of Ajax widgets, telling his family and friends about his growing investments, and
watching the stock ticker closely. Ultimately, Bob amassed enough shares to earn a seat at the
Ajax Corp Widget Division's board room! All this from a modest initial investment.
In the Gospels, Jesus reminds us "For where your treasure is there will you heart be also." (Matt.
6:21) But our tendency is to become dyslexic upon hearing this, wrongly imagining that Jesus is
saying "we will put our resources on the things we love most," instead of what He actually said,
which is; "we will come to love the things we apply our resources toward." Do you see the
difference? Our hearts follow our treasure just as Bob came to love widgets only after making
his investment.
Understanding this essential truth lends urgency to where we place our material resources,
especially when we remember the words Jesus spoke just before the ones above; "Lay not up
for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal, for where your treasure is
there will your heart be also." (Matt. 6:19-21)
Many Christians lament feeling disconnected from the local parish and disinterested in parish
events. Some complain of being mystified by the worship services and generally uninvolved
beyond a minimal level. "I don't understand what's happening on the Sundays we manage to
attend a portion of the liturgy!" Might the problem be a lack of investment? And might our
understanding broaden and our connections strengthen if we choose to become investors in
the life of the parish?
We are psycho-somatic beings, equal parts soul and body, and only those things we apply
ourselves to in a psycho-somatic way will become real to us, even our lives in the local
Orthodox parish. Assigning a meaningful portion of our material resources toward the wellbeing of the local parish will reinforce our spiritual lives as well. Becoming a steward elevates us
from casual observer to invested participant. Be like Bob! Become an investor and watch your
interest grow!
In Christ,

Fr. Apostolos

THE BEATITUDES

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.
O blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
O blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted.
O blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.

O blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
O blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness for they shall be satisfied.
O blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy.
O blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.
O blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children of God.
O blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake for theirs is the kingdom
of God.
O blessed when men shall revile you and persecute you and say all manner of evil
against you falsely for My sake.

Rejoice and be exceedingly glad for great is your reward in heaven.

