
August	8,		2018	
Valley	Fliers	August	Board	Meeting	

Meeting	Called	to	Order	at:	6:36	
Present:		Eyre,	Glassmyer,	DeWitt,	Scott,	Vader	plus	5	members.	
Excused	Absent:	Botezatu	

Approval	of	July	Meeting	Minutes		 	
Randy	moved	to	approve	as	amended.		Alan	seconded.		The	motion	carried	unanimously.	

Treasurer’s	Report		 	 	
See	Alan’s	handouts.	Two	memberships	sold.		It	was	a	good	month.		Hours	Rlown	recovered	pretty	well.		It	was	an	
expensive	maintenance	month.		Alan	did	the	taxes	for	second	quarter,	and	he	did	get	the	refund	from	the	Wash-
ington	State	Department	of	Revenue.		They	even	paid	us	interest.		The	memberships	sold	will	move	down	into	the	
equity	section	of	the	balance	sheet.		The	balances	include	$2000	to	be	refunded	to	an	outgoing	member.		Alan	
feels	comfortable	that	we	will	have	the	cash	we	need	when	we	need	to	fund	two	upcoming	engine	replacements.		
Question	from	the	Rloor:	how	much	does	Alan	feel	we	should	have	in	the	bank?		Answer:	about	$100000,	$40000	
for	9MA	engine	replacement,	$30000	for	88L	engine	replacement,	about	$10000	for	the	other	two	planes’	en-
gines	(they	don’t	need	to	be	replaced	for	a	while),	and	about	$20000	for	ADS-B.	

Maintenance	OfRicer’s	Report	
See	Florin’s	handout.		88L’s	new	EGT	probe	is	not	yet	installed,	but	Jon	has	it	and	will	do	so	at	the	next	oil	change.		
Question	from	the	Rloor:	what	is	the	beeping	sound	that	happens	when	you	Rly	88L?		Answer:	maybe	it	is	a	tone	
the	board	members	cannot	hear.		Jon	asks	if	it	could	be	in	the	fuel	Rlow	indicator.			The	beep	doesn’t	seem	to	be	
coming	through	the	headset.		Jon	notes	the	fuel	Rlow	sensor	will	beep	if	it	thinks	you	are	out	of	fuel	because	it	
hasn’t	been	told	it	was	Rilled.		The	member	will	look	at	the	book	on	the	fuel	Rlow	sensor.		Tom	Patrick	asked	if	we	
Rigured	out	why	the	carbon	monoxide	sensor	was	dark.		Jon	says	it	was	the	fuel	leak.		Alan	notes	that	as	owners	
we	can	tighten	screws,	air	tires,	and	change	bulbs.		If	we	Rix	them	ourselves,	we	can	save	a	little	money.		Several	
folks	discussed	various	tools	to	air	up	the	tires.			

Safety	OfRicer’s	Report	
Randy	had	nothing	beyond	the	discussions	of	ADS-B	and	9MA	below.	

Old	Business	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Insurance	Review	John	sent	everything	to	AOPA	on	the	plane	policies.		Alan	needs	to	add	some	information	
and	then	get	the	liability	insurance	quote.	
ADS-B	Randy	says	the	pricing	from	the	vendors	he	spoke	to	has	not	changed	from	2017.		He	handed	out	two	
sheets	summarizing	quotes	from	2017	&	2018.		Randy	winnowed	an	FAA	list	of	certiRied	ADS-B	out	equipment	to	
things	that	will	work	with	our	aircraft.		Randy	then	distributed	information	about	a	cheap	solution	offered	by	
Bernie	at	Olympia	Avionics.		It	describes	something	called	a	skyBeacon.		It	goes	into	a	position	light	slot.		Bernie	
says	he	can	get	them	for	us	for	$1300	each	(the	vendor’s	site	indicates	a	price	of	$1800).		skyBeacon	only	sup-
ports	US	frequencies,	so	it	wouldn’t	work	in	Canada.		Canada	doesn’t	yet	have	a	mandate,	but	will.		Randy	asked	
for	which	solutions	the	tail	number	can	be	reprogrammed,	e.g.	for	AngelFlights	or	others	that	use	different	call	
signs.		Question	from	the	Rloor:	what	is	the	difference	between	the	335	and	345’s	in	the	quote.		Several	folks	point	
out	the	345	supports	in	and	out,	the	335	is	out	only.		Randy	asks	if	we	want	to	wait	a	little	bit?		Commenter	from	
the	Rloor	proposes	we	schedule	the	345’s	for	all	planes	and	be	done	with	it.		Jon	suggests	Garmin	has	other	solu-
tions	that	do	single	band	out	with	the	transponder..		Randy	says	he	asked	for	solutions	in	2017,	but	that	may	be	
before	the	unit	was	available.		Alan	asks	if	we	could	sell	some	of	our	replaced	equipment?		Randy	says	some	ven-
dors	offered	some	trade-in,	but	there	are	a	dizzying	array	of	options.		Alan	asks	if	Olympia	will	stand	behind	the	
pricing?		Randy	says	yes.		John	says	he	is	most	comfortable	just	doing	all	the	same	thing	and	going	forward	with	



345s	now.		Alan	moves	that	we	authorize	Randy	to	schedule	all	the	planes	to	have	345GTXs	installed	over	the	
winter.		Glassmyer	seconded	the	motion.		John	asked	the	members	present	how	they	felt	about	it.		One	member	
asked	if	we	want	to	put	that	kind	of	money	into	63S,	our	oldest	plane?		Answer:	it	has	4000	hours	before	we	
would	think	about	it	replacing	it.		The	motion	carried	unanimously.		Comment	from	the	Rloor:	let’s	thank	Randy	
for	all	his	work	on	this.		Applause	ensued.	
		
New	Business	 	
9MA	John	said	that	during	an	oil	change	we	discovered	a	small	prop	strike,	nose	wheel	damage,	and	small	Rire-
wall	damage.		There	was	no	sudden	prop	stop.		Jon	says	it	happened	during	a	hard	landing	in	Yakima.		The	plane	
was	Rlown	two	days	before.		He	says	it	is	hard	to	believe	the	issue	happened	then	and	it	took	a	couple	of	days	for	
the	tire	to	go	Rlat.		As	a	result,	we	would	like	to	convene	a	safety	committee.		Randy	will	be	on	the	committee,	but	
John	asked	for	volunteers	from	the	members.		Question	from	the	Rloor:	What	does	the	safety	committee	entail?		
Answer:	talk	to	the	pilots,	understand	the	choices	that	were	made	and	how	things	could	be	done	differently,	then		
develop	and	present	suggestions	about	corrective	actions.		Comment	from	the	Rloor:	Yakima	might	have	video.		
Jon	says	all	the	damage	occurred	at	the	same	time	as	the	Rlat	tire.		Florin	asked	the	member	who	had	the	Rlat	tire	
how	his	landing	was.		The	member	said	he	had	a	Rlat	tire.		John	will	provide	Randy	with	the	report	produced	by	
the	last	safety	committee	so	he	can	use	it	as	a	template.		Kelsey	Wildstone	and	Scott	Glassmyer	volunteered	to	
participate	on	the	committee.	Comment	from	the	Rloor:	should	airplanes	be	taken	out	of	service	when	things	like	
this	happen	in	the	future?		Jon	agrees	we	should	do	more	inspection	when	we	have	Rlat	nose	wheel.		That	hap-
pened	reasonably	recently	on	117	as	well.		Alan	says	he	found	88L	with	a	Rlat	tire	probably	during	the	period	af-
ter	it	had	its	hard	landing.		John	suggests	the	safety	committee	consider	recommending	inspections	for	all	Rlat	
nose	wheels.		Question	to	Jon	from	the	Rloor:		Was	the	9MA	damage	sufRicient	that	the	person	might	not	have	real-
ized	it	was	a	hard	landing?		Jon	says	that	is	possible.		John	observes	the	prop	damage	should	have	been	detected	
during	pre-Rlights	subsequent	to	the	damage.	

Free	Blight	hour	won	by:		Jon	Gunnarsson	

Meeting	adjourned	at:7:41	
Next	Meeting:	Wednesday,	September	12,	2018	@	6:30	(Food	and	Social	@6:00),	Trotters	

Subsequent	to	the	main	board	meeting,	Alan	DeWitt,	Randy	Scott,	and	Tim	Vader	met	informally.		Alain	raised	
an	issue:	maintenance	performed	on	117’s	nose	gear	was	costly	enough	to	require	board	approval.		Tim	moved	to	
approve	expenditure	of	approximately	$3700	for	those	repairs.		Alan	seconded	the	motion.		The	motion	carried	
unanimously.
























