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Letter from the Chair, Rod Bennett 
 

Hello Fellow Central NC ACS Members!  As I had mentioned in my July 2020 letter, the COVID-19 Pandemic has continued 

to change our lifestyles and we have had many challenges this year.   

The ACS Central NC Section in-person meetings had to be cancelled for obvious reason, but there is are oppor-

tunities to utilize the Virtual Meeting approach, to not only continue our local connectivity, but potentially ex-

pand our participation!  If you are like me, you are doing more ZOOM and other similar virtual platform meet-

ings than I ever have in the past!  Everyday there are more and more Virtual Meetings and also Virtual Train-

ing Opportunities.  Many of the instrument and training groups have opened their vaults to allow for on-line 

training and webinars. 

Many of you hopefully were able to participate in the ACS Virtual National Meeting held in August 2020.  The 

meeting was highly successful with over 6,400 attendees and over 4, 000 presentations.  Hopefully you also were 

able to attend the Green Chemistry Virtual Meeting in June 2020, a similar format and the same platform was 

used.  

The Central NC Section is scheduling a series of Virtual Local Section meetings and talks for the second half of 

the year 2020.  As you will note, the Annual Picnic had to be cancelled.  In place of many of the face-to-face ac-

tivities, we plan to have some ZOOM style meetings and educational get-togethers to keep us all involved and 

connected.  A full listing of events (times and connection information) will be sent out soon.  Keep a watch on the 

Central NC Section website for this information: https://cnc-acs.org/. 

We are delighted to have the opportunity to have our First Virtual Zoom Meeting for the section being conducted 

by our Senior Chemist Committee.  Many Thanks to Dr. Robert Yokley for his continued efforts on behalf of the 

section!  The topic of the meeting is:  Edwin P. Hubble: The man who expanded the universe.  We are honored to 

have Dr. Robert Patsiga make this presentation to our entire group. 

Also, please note that T.J. Mayer is conducting the CNC-ACS Stream Clean again this September.  The clean-up 

can be anytime between September 12 and 26.  Interested volunteers should contact T.J  via 

email:  tj.mayer@carringers.com so that he can make the arrangements and get our group credit for the 

adopt-a-stream program.  T.J. will be providing safety guidelines to each volunteer to review before the cleanup 

and assign stream locations.  Thank You Again, T.J. for keeping this excellent program going!  Hopefully every-

one saw the excellent photo in C&EN News showing T.J. and Team cleaning up a stream this Spring! 

A special word of Thanks to Bill Eberle who has continued to keep us all connected through these Newsletters!  

He works tirelessly to keep our section going and growing!  Thanks, Bill! 

I hope everyone is continuing to Stay Well and Stay Safe!  I am looking forward to seeing you all on an upcom-

ing Virtual Session and hopefully before too long in-person again! 

All the Best! 

Rod 
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Senior Chemist News 
Dear CNC Senior Chemists, 

Below is the link (& ID and password) required for the Senior Chemists Group ZOOM meeting next 
Monday, 7 September, at 7:00 PM EST. Please note the new time (not 6:30 PM as I report-
ed previously). Dr. Bob Patsiga (bio attached) will present "Edwin P. Hubble: The Man Who Ex-
panded the Universe". 

Gather your favorite beverages and snacks, settle into that easy chair in front of your computer, 
and together, let's enjoy an evening of learning and frivolity. We recommend that you log on for the 
meeting 5-10 minutes before 7:00 PM. There will be a short business meeting (maybe 5 min) be-
ginning at 7:00 PM prior to Dr. Patsiga's presentation. 

Many thanks to our illustrious Local Section Chair, Rod Bennett, for handling the details of hosting 
this meeting through ACS. 

 

Robert 

Chair, Senior Chemists Group 

 

Rodney Bennett is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: September Sr Chemist Meeting CNCS ACS 

Time: Sep 7, 2020 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/95504617756?
pwd=bkhqaEoyRDFGUXJPMDg4MGkyV1REdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 955 0461 7756 

Password: 086648 

 

September 2020 Speaker’s Bio:  Dr. Robert Patsiga 
Dr. Robert “Bob” Patsiga was born and raised in New Brighton, PA (just north of Pittsburgh). He 
received his BS degree at Geneva College in Beaver Falls PA (home of Joe Namath) and his PhD 
from the State University of New York, College of Forestry, at Syracuse University. 
After a couple of years working in industry (Koppers Corporation), Bob switched to academia and 
taught at Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP) for 31 years. During his time at IUP, Bob also 
participated in research stints at Villanova, LSU, Virginia Tech, and the Air Force Research Center 
in Dayton, OH as well as a research sabbatical at the Slovak Academy of Sciences. 
Bob retired from IUP in 2001. He and his wife, Doris, then moved to King NC to be near their 
daughter and grandchildren. He performed some part-time teaching at Surry County Community 
College and Forsyth Tech. He is a member of the Forsyth County Astronomical Society and 
worked part-time as the operator of the planetarium at Kaleideum (formerly known as SciWorks) in 
Winston Salem. 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/Fl5VC711ViWGpnOC8le6V
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/Fl5VC711ViWGpnOC8le6V


 

Fall Stream Cleanup 
The CNC-ACS stream clean can be anytime between September 12 and 26. 

Interested volunteers should contact me via email at tj.mayer@carringers.com so that we get credit for our adopt-a-stream pro-

gram. 

I will provide safety guidelines to each volunteer to review before the cleanup and assign stream locations or they can let me 

know their preference of stream location (1-5) from the map below. The red dot is Lake Daniel Park (google = 410 mimosa dr. 

Greensboro, NC 27403).    

 

 

 

Some additional information below: 

• Participating groups should not exceed 10 individuals. 

• Due to the pandemic, Greensboro Beautiful will be unable to provide shared cleanup supplies such as safety vests, grab-

bers, and safety signs. 

• Greensboro Beautiful is asking that participants provide their own trash bags and/or plastic grocery bags for collection, and 

gloves for protection. 

• Greensboro Beautiful would like before, during, and after cleanup photos, report the number of bags collected, and the 

amount of time it took to complete their cleanup. Volunteers can email this information to me and I will submit to Greensboro 

on behalf of CNC-ACS. 
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CNC-ACS Executive Committee 

 

 

CNC-ACS Committees 

 
 

Chair Rodney Bennett rodbennett@aol.com 610-805-3482  

Chair Elect Kent Kabler Kent.kabler@syngenta.com 336-708-1626 

Treasurer Gail Webster gwebster@guilford.edu  

Councilor (’21) Robert Yokley yokleyrobert@gmail.com 336-558-8212 

Alternate Councilor 
(’21) 

Ed Robinson Edwardrobin-
son.robinsoner@gmail.com 

336-337-3361 

    

Director (’20) Bill Eberle bill.eberle@syngenta.com 336-632-7569 

Director (’20) TJ Mayer tjmayer@carringers.com  336-708-0643  

Awards Robert Yokley yokleyrobert@gmail.com 336-558-8212 

Education Etta Gravely gravely@ncat.edu  285-2231  

Chemistry Olympiad Steve Kennedy skenned1@highpoint.edu  412-304-3844 

Science Center Advisor Jerry Walsh jlwalsh@uncg.edu 336-334-5672 

UNCG HS Lab Day Jerry Walsh jlwalsh@uncg.edu 336-334-5672 

Earth Day TJ Mayer tjmayer@carringers.com  336-708-0643  

Government Relations Ed Robinson Edwardrobin-
son.robinsoner@gmail.com 

337-3361 

Hospitality OPEN     

Long Range Planning OPEN     

National Chemistry Week Steve Kennedy   

     

Newsletter Editor Bill Eberle bill.eberle@syngenta.com 336-632-7569 

Poster Vendor Night Bill Eberle bill.eberle@syngenta.com 336-632-7569 

  Sarah Sihvonen sksihvonen@gmail.com 336-632-2369 

  Mandy Stauffer amanda.stauffer@syngenta.com 336-632-6175 

Professional Relations OPEN    

Public Relations/Publicity OPEN    

Science Advisor – Mark 
Walker 

OPEN     

Science Advisor – Richard 
Burr 

Liliana Garcia llilianagarcia@live.com   

Student Members OPEN     

Senior Chemists Robert Yokley yokleyrobert@gmail.com 336-558-8212 

Web Page Beth Williard elizabeth.williard@syngenta.com  

Women Chemist Gail Webster gwebster@guilford.edu 336-316-2486 
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