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Upcoming Events 

 

September 13, 2023: Local Section Meeting:  “Vinyl Chloride, Can-
cer and Technology: How Science Saved a Business” 
Dr. William F. Carroll, former ACS President;  JSNN Auditorium, Greens-

boro   

Social: 6:00, Meeting: 7 pm 

 

October 7, 2023:  Stream Cleanup  (details to follow) 

 

October 13, 2023: Local Section Meeting: “Minerals in meteorites: 

the elemental encyclopedia of early solar system history “  Mr. An-

thony Love,  Department of Geological and Environmental Sciences, Ap-

palachian State University GTCC Cline Observatory, Jamestown cam-

pus (details to follow) 

 

October 15-21, 2023 : National Chemistry Week Theme: The Healing 

Power of Chemistry  (details to follow) 
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September  Section Meeting  

 

Dr. William F. Carroll, Jr. holds a B.A. in chemistry and physics 
from DePauw University (1973), an MS from Tulane University in 
Organic Chemistry (1975) and a PhD in Organic Chemistry from 
Indiana University, Bloomington (1978).  He retired from Occi-
dental Chemical Corporation in 2015 after 37 years and now 
heads his own company, Carroll Applied Science, LLC. 

 

His career has involved management of technology, commercial 
development, political advocacy and environmental issues man-
agement.  He has been a member of numerous panels for the 
United Nations Environment Programme, including those writing 
and implementing the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organ-

ic Pollutants, a treaty ratified by over 170 countries.  He currently is Chief Technical Officer for a 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization project in China under the Minamata Conven-
tion, whose aim is elimination of the industrial use of mercury. 

 

Bill has been an Adjunct Professor of Chemistry at Indiana for almost 25 years, with activities rang-
ing from teaching courses to department career counselor, his current assignment. 

 

He served as President (2005) and later as Chair of the Board of Directors (2012-14) of the Ameri-
can Chemical Society (ACS).  As such, he is one of three living members to hold both offices.  He is 
a Fellow of ACS as well as the American Association for the Advancement of Science and the Roy-
al Society of Chemistry.  In 2009 he was chair of the Council of Scientific Society Presidents. 

 

Bill has received Distinguished Alumni Awards from both Indiana and DePauw, and numerous ACS 
division and local section awards.  He has received an honorary Doctor of Science from DePauw 
and is the 2023 recipient of the ACS Charles Lathrop Parsons award. 

 

He is active in the ACS Committee on Committees, the ACS Insurance Trust Board of Trustees, the 
ACS Careers area, and is a Certified Retirement Coach.  He holds two patents, has published five 
books and has nearly one hundred publications in the fields of organic electrochemistry, polymer 
chemistry, combustion chemistry, incineration, plastics recycling, sustainability and…popular music 
history and analytics. 

 

 

 



Vinyl Chloride, Cancer and Technology: 
 How Science Saved a Business 

 
William F. Carroll, Jr. Ph.D. 

ACS President, 2005; Board Chair 2012-14 
 

On February 3, 2023 a train derailed in the little town of East Palestine, Ohio.  Some of the cars 
contained liquid chemicals which spilled and ignited.  However, the main concern centered around 
five cars of vinyl chloride which had not breached but were in the wreckage and fire zone.  Even-
tually, the decision was made to vent the cars and burn off the vinyl chloride, a huge fire. 

 

Vinyl chloride is used to make Poly(vinyl chloride) or “vinyl, ” one of the four main commodity poly-
mers manufactured in the US.  Billions of pounds are made in the US every year; however, there 
was a time in the 1970s when many doubted that the industry would exist at all in 1980, let alone 
2023.  It was in those days that the raw material, vinyl chloride, was found to cause cancer in la-
boratory animals, then in humans--specifically, four workers in polymerization operations. 

 

This presentation reviews the East Palestine situation, the history of vinyl chloride toxicology, the 
events of 1974 and 1975 when cancer cases in workers were confirmed and how this situation 
became one of the landmark events in the history of industrial hygiene.  Most important is what 
was done by chemists and engineers in the US and abroad to modify technology and reinvent the 
product and the industry along the way.  Over 100 billion pounds a year of material is now pro-
duced safely using a known human carcinogen. 

 

As a bonus, we’ll talk about the way vinyl chloride is made in China—and only in China—by a pro-
cess eliminated in most of the rest of the world 50 years ago.  It depends on mercury as a catalyst 
and must be phased out in the next few years under a new international treaty: The Minamata 
Convention.  The history of the so-called “carbide process” is a fascinating study in industrial evo-
lution. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joint School of Nanoscience and Nanoengineering 
 
Street address of the JSNN is 2907 E. Gate City Blvd, Greensboro, NC 27401 
 
The front of the building, which faces a parking lot, has plenty of free parking space available 

 



Cliff Bell passed away on June 15,  2023.  Cliff was the Chair of the local section in 2013 and an 
active member of the section.  Cliff was hred in 1990 as a Laboratory Manager in the Department 
of Chemistry at Winston Salem State University. He was instrumental in recruiting students to at-
tend WSSU and helped initiate the Department of Chemistry Alumni Advisory Board. As a member 
of the advisory board, he worked to create the Herrell-Bell Scholarship. Mr. Bell retired from WSSU 
in 2014. 



 



A recent article in C&E News with some local connections . . . 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elections coming at the November Meeting 
 

The local section will vote for Executive Level positions at the November 
local section meeting.  There are  also non elected sub-committee posi-
tions that are still open.  If you are willing to volunteer for any of the posi-
tions, please contact Kent Kabler (kent.kabler@syngenta.com). 

 

Please give thought to giving back to your profession. 



CNC-ACS Executive Committee 

 

 

CNC-ACS Committees 

 
 

Chair Kent Kabler Kent.kabler@syngenta.com 336-632-6014  

Chair Elect Open   
Treasurer Brian Kinsella brian.kinsella@syngenta.com  336-632-2195  

Councilor (’22) Robert Yokley yokleyrobert@gmail.com 336-558-8212 

Alternate Councilor 
(’21) 

Ed Robinson Edwardrobin-
son.robinsoner@gmail.com 

336-337-3361 

    

Director  Bill Eberle bill.eberle@syngenta.com 336-632-7569 

Director  TJ Mayer tjmayer@carringers.com  336-708-0643  

Awards Robert Yokley yokleyrobert@gmail.com 336-558-8212 

Education Etta Gravely gravely@ncat.edu  285-2231  

Chemistry Olympiad Steve Kennedy skenned1@highpoint.edu 412-304-3844 

Science Center Advisor Jerry Walsh jlwalsh@uncg.edu 336-334-5672 

UNCG HS Lab Day Jerry Walsh jlwalsh@uncg.edu 336-334-5672 

Earth Day TJ Mayer tjmayer@carringers.com  336-708-0643  

Government Relations Ed Robinson Edwardrobin-
son.robinsoner@gmail.com 

337-3361 

Hospitality OPEN     

Long Range Planning OPEN     

National Chemistry Week Steve Kennedy   

     

Newsletter Editor Bill Eberle bill.eberle@syngenta.com 336-632-7569 

Poster Vendor Night Bill Eberle bill.eberle@syngenta.com 336-632-7569 

  Sarah Sihvonen sksihvonen@gmail.com 336-632-2369 

  OPEN   
Professional Relations OPEN    

Public Relations/Publicity OPEN    

Science Advisor –  OPEN     

Science Advisor – Richard 
Burr 

Liliana Garcia llilianagarcia@live.com   

Student Members OPEN     

Senior Chemists Paul Weller wellerp007@hotmail.com  

Web Page Beth Williard eliza-
beth.williard@syngenta.com 

 

Women Chemist OPEN   
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