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The Challenge of B'tuing
in U.S. Schools

Resistance and Reaction

Jo ANN FREIBERG

THE BACKGROUND

On April 20,1999,in Littleton, Colorado, a tragedy now known universally sim-
ply as “Columbine” becarme the crucible for a targeted awareness on school safety.
Schools are by far the physically safest places any person can be in 2 24-hour peri-
od. Winning the most competitive lottery is actually a better bet than being killed
in a school. Schools are not, however, the safest places in our communities when
it comes to emotional or intellectual safety. Toe many schools foster toxic climates

even promote, the unethical treatment of school com-

that allow, and in some cases
munity members. The phenomenon of the “rampage school shooting” actually
o Columbine, during which time over 30 such inci-

began a quarter century peior t
dents took place, in which dozens of individuals were Killed or wounded. Then there

was Columbine High School. Schools and communities have not been the same
since, but why? Why was the April 20,1999 tragedy in Littleton, Colorado, the one
that so shocked the entire nation? Arguably there are two main reasons. First, it was
truly a school shooting of 2 magnitude never seen, or eVen imagined, before. But
second, it was the first school shooting to happen in an upper middle-class, sub-
urban community. This aspect is central to explaining why Columbine was 5o sig-
nificant in raising our awarencss. Columbine demonstrated that 70 school in our
pation could assume that it was immune to the risks of school shootings. Such
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