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Veterans are
counting on
your help.

editor

® - ' ' DONATE YOUR CAR

What It Do!

When | got to my ship in the Navy, my new
homie from Detroit said that to me. Not really

4 ‘iy ___' . ,’\ 22 i A sure because | had never heard someone ask
E{J “d . SWCIkEyY - me, | responded “'m good-" We gladly accept cars, trucks, SUVs, boats, motorcycles, RVs and more.
#‘ -'-.-!H.“ H---—- sk Lo SR R i S A He gave me a pound and | knew that we were . o .
4 S Once you donate your vehicle, it will be sold on the used-car markets,
Speaking a similar dialogue. . . . .
and any proceeds will help provide critical funding for our many pro-
In order to truly digest The Focus Magazine, it's 1 grams that serve veterans.
stories, and the people writing them, you have
to atleast try to understand the language we 1 Not only does your donation qualify for a tax deduction, but it’s also an
speak.

easy way of getting rid of an old vehicle you no longer want or need.
THE AMERICAN I_I:l'_nli.'"l"\’

We are pleased to continue to bring a voice of a TRy parss i
culture oftentimes misrepresented by the sto- PrrRaEE REELES e R We even offer safe, contact-free pickup at no cost to you!
ries the alternative desires to tell.

Make a difference by donating today.

Everyone has a voice, everyone matters, every-
one can learn from someone else.

Stay Focused My Frends and enjoy It's easy, it's free, and it's tax-deductible

TomA Page-Rose

‘ THE DREAM

INITIATIVE

6 ‘ Visit Schedule your Receive a
legion.org/donate/auto free and donation receipt
or call 844-4-LEGION convenient for your
(844-453-4466) pick-up generous gift
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Make Roanoke Skate Again!

My name is JC, and when | was 14, | moved to Roanoke, Virginia.
It was then that | realized that | wanted to start a skateboarding
and at the time | didn't have the means or the money. | ended
up getting a cheap skateboard for Christmas that year, and |
immediately went outside and shoveled off the sidewalk so i could
skateboard.

|

_.-h—l—"-:_..-'-._’ e
— "

FE}?AE@:{EKE

F _,.?_
4.“""""

'--_H-— e
E—.L:E EETABLIZGHED o015 %

i T _|.--""d"r._ﬁ_ ___ﬂpﬁ_

Recently | moved back to Roanoke after being gone for six years.

The Wasena Skate Park was pretty much out of commission when
| left, ramps busted, homeless living under ramps, and everything
was starting deteriorate. But now, with the pandemic, and all the
COVID relief money going towards revitalizing the community.
The Roanoke Skatepark Initiative has been trying to get a better
skatepark, an actual skate park, and built in Roanoke for the
community. The skateboard community.
At the present moment there are a Iot of dedicated skaters
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in Roanoke that are pushing for a new skate park, so that teens
and young adults, even older adults can have a place to call their
own. So they can enjoy doing what they love, in a place where
it's acceptable. Thats what keeps people out of trouble having
something to do, having a hobby that they enjoy, instead of
something that's forced on them. Say your dad wants you to play
football, and you don't want to, so you just go off and do other
things to rebel against him that might or might not get you into
trouble. But skateboarding, provides an outlet for rebellion, but
it's positive rebellion, and that's what we want. We want people to
stand up for what they want in positive ways and help build the
community instead of tearing the community down.
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That's why I've made it a point to write about the Roanoke
Skatepark Initiative, and trying to get a skatepark built in Roanoke
to help with the development young people and help them find a

way to be productive in the community.

I'm JC, and skateboarding will live on in Roanoke.
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Focus Fashion is
an entity of NuFo-
cus Group better
known has NFX.
NFX is a full ser-
vice digital media
company owned by
Tommy Page. Mr.
Page already had
a magazine called
The Focus. In 2017
when Erica Jenkins
started working at

.
NFX . Tommy asked

if she wanted to :i : ' w K= -
1 .II.. .-\.i._ i .., o w

highlight fashion to '
the magazine and '_

Erica replied fash- . b S 0
ion needs its own magazine. That's how we started Focus Fashion
Magazine. They wanted a magazine that included diversity to our
backgrounds. So after creating a few focus Fashion issues they
decided to do an all inclusive Focus and Fashion Latina magazine.
Erica being from New Jersey is very familiar with a different back-
grounds of the Hispanic Culture, and wanted to embrace that.
Many people are not aware of the diversity of Latin culture and the
many countries that influence its fashion. Focus Fashion Latina is
based on that

&

1
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I don’t think I've ever seen a man so fine

Staring into his eyes that shine with a passionate drive
" P
In him the uI.'rgepcy for his life to thrive

To be successful his limit past the skies

The sacrifices they made and the choices they neverhad

s e walks with his head high and strolls with pridcESSEEESEEES
" . + . i gl '. *:" i o
e ;ai: ¥ klands a little rough frggn all the hard labor he,? !_:&:* A
- (s P e o " -FE . . #
But heftakes itiall in stride R {‘"“

L]

r_;1_.'.'
i

i W

@R SBecause he's determinedbhes going to be;someonet =
N a

e ' . © '
fliofoet out of the hoodiwith¥ideas of businessesytoprunt = #

Al A

: ’ B | 1.

@tlme_s are fO1; t'hll Strong blackdmant * o SAS

§ i - \ oy by

1818 de-tenm‘ifmedt@ Shine ﬁ]‘;ﬁm&%ﬂ@f@ darkaessythrownta tihimu
. T o i ] s s : 4

O e el '-1 r.".

Ier t-hel?‘-'ﬁuh-lsﬁlra:r‘ul_nent_ih‘e.rtal&g'

_‘.m_._' o b ._|.__ ] m o

b

Decauselo ithelco oot SiSkin and pasgmistakes A k"k

deter ‘.ril;r?e?y(m O

THE FOCUS MACAZINE

o ey o

Picture of my cousin Cesar and my grandparents
in Juarez, Mexico.

Celebrating the day of the dead.

For me, the Day of the Dead was a tradition that inadvertently became
one of the most significant in my life when I was at the University of
New Mexico at the Centro de la Raza (UNM) since 2002 when my
grandfather Gabriel Cortez passed away. I learned about this pre-
Hispanic celebration, putting the altars decorated with the art ot papel
picado, the sugar skulls, the meanings of the candles, food and incense
or copal. This tradition is celebrated on the first and second days of
November. On November 1st. we celebrate the souls of children who
have passed away and on November 2nd the lives of adults. These days
we honor our loved ones who have passed away.

I began to put an altar in my house to continue with the tradition that I learned since my maternal grandparents
had passed away. My grandmother Aurora Zubiate passed away in 2006, the same year that I came to live in
Roanoke Virginia. Over time, I started acquiring new things to decorate my altar, where I had to have my Virgin
of Guadalupe, the photographs of my grandparents, famous tpeople like Celia Cruz, Frida Kahlo, Selena and other

amous people who have passed away.

As the years passed and my children grew up, it was our tradition that
they celebrate Halloween and while they were enj oyingda par‘gr that I
had at my house, I spoke to my children, neighborts, and friends about
my altar of the day of the dead. This is how I started the tradition for my
circle of friends and neighbors. In 2018 and 2019 I began making altars
in the windows of two local restaurants in Salem and Roanoke Virginia.
In 2020 I also made a virtual altar where people could put photos of
their deceased to remember them.

Altar at Casa Latina, Roanoke, Virginia 2019

My purpose of creating the altars is to raise awareness of this beautiful
tradition that has become part of my family, my culture, and m
communitgl. Especially now that we have lost man¥, many love

ones due to the pandemic, shootings, and attacks. I think it is more
meaningful to remember how beautiful their lives were. I heard an
expression that said, “God, I'm not asking you why you take [Them]
from me, but I thank you for have been giving me the opportunity to
have lived with them” Let us remember our deceased with affection,
the memories that we create with them, we remember what they liked,
what they taught us and above all what we believe, that those days,
their souls come to visit us.

And you? Would you like to start this significant tradition by setting up|
your own altar to celebrate and commemorate the lives of your loved
ones who have passed away? Contact us.

= )
Halloween party with my son, neighbors and
friends, learning about Day of the Dead in Salem,
Virginia. 2015

* This article is dedicated to my parents Gabriela and Luis Roberto who
have already departed to a better life. Rest in peace, Mommy and Daddy.
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Celebrando El dia de los muertos.

Para mi el dia de los muertos fue una tradiciéon que se convirtié sin
§ querer en una de las mas significativas de mj vida cuando estaba en la
universidad de Nuevo México en el Centro de la Raza (UNM) desde el
afio 2002 cuando fallecié mi abuelo Gabriel Cortez. Aprendi sobre esta
celebracion prehispanica, poniendo los altares decorados con el arte del
papel picado, las calaveras de azucar, los significados de las veladoras,
comida y el incienso o copal. Esta tradicion se celebra el primero y
segundo dia de noviembre. El lero de noviembre celebramos las almas
de los niflos que han fallecido y el 2 de noviembre la vida de los adultos.
" Estos dias honramos a nuestros sey(cis queridos que han pasado a mejor
vida.

. _‘-“"-._ ; "h,_h ; .' . "_\_l
Altar at the window of EI Muchacho Alegre in
Salem, Virginia. 2018

Yo empecé a poner un altar en mj casa para seguir con la tradicién que aprendi ya que mis abuelos maternos habian

fallecido. Mi abuelita Aurora Zubiate falleci6 en el 2006, el mismo afio (ci{ue llegué a'vivir en Roanoke Virginia. Con
e no Kpodia faltar mi virgen de Guadalupe,

ahlo, Selena y otras personas que han

el tiempo, me fui haciendo de cosas nuevas para decorar mi altar, donde
las fotografias de mis abuelos, de personas famosas C(f)rﬁo _Cdeha Cruz, Frida
allecido.

Conforme pasaron los aflos y mis hijos crecieron, era nuestra tradicion
ue celebraran el dia de Halﬁl)ween y mientras ellos disfrutaban de una
esta que hice en mi casa, les hablé a mis hijos, vecinos y amigos sobre

mi altar del dia de los muertos, asi que empecé a hacerlo de una tradicién
para mi circulo de ami%os 3/ vecinos. En el 2018 y 2019 empecé a hacer
altares en las ventanas de dos restaurantes locales en Salem y Roanoke

Virginia. En el 2020 hice también un altar virtual donde las personas
pudieran poner fotos de sus difuntos para recordarlos.

L Y

B\

Mi proposito de crear los altares es para crear conciencia de esta
hermosa tradicién que se ha hecho parte de mi familia, mi cultura y mi
comunidad. Especialmente ahora gue hemos perdido muchisimos seres
queridos a causa de la pandemia, de tiroteos, de atentados y pienso que
es bonito recordar lo bonito de sus vidas. Yo escuche una expresion que

decia, “Dios, no te pregunto por que me lo quitas, pero te agradezco
habérmelo dado” Recordemos a nuestros difuntos con carifio, las
memorias que creamos con ellos, recordamos lo que les gustaba, lo que

nos ensefiaron y sobre todo que creemos, que esos dias, sus almas vienen o & -~
a visitarnos. Altar at my home in Salem, 2018. Family

et members.

;Y ta? ;Quisieras empezar esta significativa tradicion poniendo tu propio
- altar para celebrar y conmemorar la vida de tus seres queridos que han

N fllecidof Comunicate con nosoteos Families Expecting Deliverance Using Prayer

---- - ____ *Estearticulo esta dedicado a mis padres Gabriela y Luis Roberto que ya
: - partieron a una mejor vida. Descansen en paz, mami y papi.

—

Presentation in Roanoke College of “Pan de
Muerto” (Bread of the Dead) 2017
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YOUTH ENRICHMENT SERVICES PROUDLY PRESENTS

NOV 13, 2021

NOON

FOR MORE INFO CALL 540 795 0564 | WWW.YESSWVA.COM

UNTIL oP

MIND, BODY, AND SOUL

PURPOSE:

= HAVE LOCAL FORMER GAMNG LEADERS AND DRLUWG
DEALERS SPEAK TO THE COMMUNITY TC END THE W
IOLEMCE.

- HAVE LOCAL GOSPEL ARTISTS AND INSPIRATIONAL,
CLEAN MUSIC PERFORMED BY THE COMMUNITY TO
SUPPORT AND UPLIFT THE COMMUMNITY.

-HEARING FROM THE YOUTH ON THEIR FEARS ABOUT
THE VIOLEMCE THAT THEY ARE SEEING.

WE WILL FROVIDE FOOD FROM THE GRILL THAT WE
WILL OFFER AT NO COST AND ALLOW FOR

COMMUNITY
VENDORS AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES TO SET LP A

TABLE TO SHARE AVAILABLE SERVICES.

+OPEGIAL GUESTS ALL NIGHT

1301 MELROSE AVE
ROANOKE, VA 24017

Save Lives
Just put the guns down

So I was asked to write an article about those lost to gun violence but I'm not writer.
There have been hundreds to thousands lost because people no longer have the heart to
fight. "Oh God forbid I get punched in the face today for the stupid words that I said so I
am going to ruin multiple lives because I have no heart". That's is basically what you are

screaming at the top of your lungs when you pull a gun on someone whose only threat
to your life is their two hands and the words that crushed your soft little soul. Not only
did you end someone else's life you have now created generational hurt,lack of trust and
disgust for your fellow human. I'm not going to name names because it's too many to
even begin. But people you need to find a way to do better at resolving the exact same
issues that most three year olds can resolve and be back to being best friends in ten
minutes. But we adults as well as you teenagers that consider yourself to be so smart
are clearly lacking in the common sense and basic problem solving. I don't completely
blame the government even tho the taps on the wrist they give and the lollipops they
pass out for thoughtless crimes do play a huge part in people's decisions to be so stupid
when confronted with conflict. Pull out a gun and pull the trigger and you yourself has
now started the physical and mental destruction of multiple beings as well as your own.
But hey a small tap on the wrist, twenty years of your "life" are certainly not the correct
price to pay for senselessly taking a life and leaving children without a responsible
parent. In my opinion life should mean just that...when you take a life you should stay
incarcerated until your heart stops, there should be NO pleas allowed if you didn't
consider their life no one should allow you to plea for yours. I don't know how to fix
what I consider to be a pandemic of ignorance but we as humans have definitely got to
do better. And stop crying about "Black Lives Matter" when we blacks have killed more
of our own than any other race. That is the type of thinking that has us putting ourselves
in these stupid situations. Wake up.

Written By: Jamie Robinson
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YouthBuild Program at Goodwill’

‘ Justice

Interested ina Constructlon (areer?
Are You 16 - 24 & Did Not
Complete High School?

We Can Help You with Free Training & Certifications!

You will benefit from:

Earning a Mational Center for Construction Education & Research (NCCER])
Core Certificate
Participating in new and rehab construction of a residential property

« QOSHA training

- Work based learning

« Job placement services
Remedial support from adult education instructor

Contact Wanda Bass to Apply Today!
wbass@goodwillvalleys.com | (540) 581.0620 ext. 1190

YouthBuild Frugram F'attners'

LT

W
m Habitat ”
ey REACH

Thie ratal cost of the YouthBuild Roancke progeam is 51,498 750000 51, 199000000 (80%) i funded throwgh a LS. Department of Labee- Emplayment dnd
Traxining Mr:mm;rmrmg rant. The ather SJE‘;I F50(20%) is funded throwgh An kind and ather non-governmental ssurces,

'-.I'IR'E.IHII'.
CAREERWORKS

gooduill

You Donate & Shep We Train, People Work, | www.goodwillvalleys.com

Busmess
Ecosystem

Building Is what we do

Providing much needed resources and support mechanisms with
equity, diversity, and inclusion in mind to minority owned as well
as all other disadvantaged businesses to assist them to achieve
success within the first two years of launching their business
idea is the main focus of the

= Business Enterprise

‘ :

Unified Hustlers
& (Chiirery Aavert

Wnﬁ@

eady

TG UNLIMITED
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Did you know
THE BRADLEY “FREE" CLINIC OFFERS

: -
The road , recovery

Roanoke Valley

Volunteers will assist YOU in finding resources I

for the treatment and recovery of addiction Call the HOPE Line: 540-339-9010

The Roanoke Valley HOPE Initiative (RVHI) "with Angels” is designed to provide a
gateway to professicnal resources for persons suffering from SUDs (Substance
Use Disorders), in any form (opiates, meth, marijuana, alcohol), within the greater
Roanoke area, specifically but not limited to Roanoke City, Roanoke County, Salem,
Vinton, Botetourt and Craig, who ask to enter the HOPE program. This program is

also designed to inform the community at-large as to the severity of the Opioid epi-

|j:§'-r'-'.-"||-[j-: IZEZ:[:-ZI.r'Ifr.'['_iIr'I:i-r'l.l;ln[f'lli-:i [::IZ:ZII'T'1I'T'1I_.JI"IIT:'_-,-'“ e e QADYT v
Learn more at www.bradleyfreeclinic.com ;<3
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LOOKING FOR AN
AFFORDABLE HOME

CARE AGENCY?
w

=4
1 _‘
BLUE RIDGE
SENIQR SERVICES

ADMIMISTRATOR, TRISH WHITE-BOYD

Providing Quality, Affordable Home Care
Services to Roanoke and Surrounding Areas
We're all in this together!

B4 0-TZB-THYH




‘ THE DREAM
; NITIATIVE

The Dream Initiative has created NFXLTX (NuFocus Latinx), a program that provides
services to the Roanoke & Southwestern Virginia area where there are socioeconomically
disadvantaged families. These families have a higher probability of being minority, non-
English speaking, & immigrant populations. Due to systemic issues within many faucets,
these families find themselves in financial struggles often. Our program is established to help
address a few of the basic human needs of these families.

SPANISH

Dream Initiative ha creado NFXLTX (New Focus Latinx), un programa que brinda servicios al
area de Roanoke y el suroeste de Virginia, donde hay familias en desventaja socioecondmica.
Estas familias tienen una mayor probabilidad de ser poblaciones minoritarias, no
angloparlantes e inmigrantes. Debido a problemas sistematicos, estas familias se encuentran
a menudo en luchas financieras. Nuestro programa se establecio para ayudar a abordar
algunas de las necesidades humanas basicas de estas familias.

¢

=y

Lirios Lila was established to support entrepreneurs (most of us
started our own mini business with the pandemic)

Lirios Lila se establecié para apoyar a los emprendedores (la mayoria de nosotros
comenzamos nuestro propio mini negocio con la pandemia)
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Spanish Music Radio Station in the Focus Radio App Developed by local
artist and musicians.

Estacion de radio de musica en espaiol en la aplicacidon Focus Radio Desarrollada por artistas y
musicos locales

C )
The DREAM Festival is focused on supporting Local and international
professionals that provide support and entertainment DREAM stands for D:Dance R:Ronockeando

E:Entrepreneurs A: Artist M:Music Coming in the fall 2022

El Festival DREAM estd enfocado en apoyar a profesionales locales e internacionales que brindan
apoyo y entretenimiento DREAM significa D: Dance R: Ronockeando E: Emprendedores A: Artistas
M: Musica Proximamente en el otoiio de 2022

A through Z is developed to help community members that wish to
declutter their homes, (furniture, clothing, and household items) with a sustainable idea in mind
(to repurpose items that can be used in people’s homes)

De la A ala Z se desarrollé para ayudar a los miembros de la comunidad que desean ordenar sus
hogares (muebles, ropa y articulos para el hogar) con una idea sostenible en mente (para reutilizar
articulos que se pueden usar en los hogares de las personas)
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¥
AZUL

A forum where the Spanish Speaking community can learn about

A video blog of a bilingual 5 year old girl that shares her experience mental illness, special needs, and counseling. We create connections within different programs
of living with 3 brothers with special needs. Creating awareness and support for siblings in that provide help with grief and social issues that are imperative to create a supporting
the special needs community. envirohment,
Un video blog de una nifia bilingtie de 5 afios que comparte su experiencia de convivencia Un foro donde la comunidad hispanohablante puede aprender sobre enfermedades mentales,
con 3 hermanos con necesidades especiales. Crear conciencia y apoyo para los hermanos en necesidades especiales y asesoramiento. Creamos conexiones dentro de diferentes programas
la comunidad con necesidades especiales. que brindan ayuda con el duelo y los problemas sociales que son imperativos para crear un

entorno de apoyo.

v,

CLOSET EXCHANGE
Baautifully Homemada

Eco friendly furniture giving a second chance to furniture and
having our environment in mind. Rather than throwing away our community benefits from
having household items donated to them.

A bilingual business, the closet exchange provides secondhand
clothing for all the family. Developed by a family with special needs with children or like we like
to call it Different Abilities.

Muebles ecoldgicos, dando una segunda oportunidad a los muebles previamente usados
y teniendo en cuenta nuestro medio ambiente. En lugar de tirarlos a la basura, beneficia a
nuestra comunidad al recibir donaciones de articulos para el hogar.

Un negocio bilingle, el intercambio de guardarropas ofrece ropa de segunda mano para toda
la familia. Desarrollado por una familia con nifios con necesidades especiales o como nos gusta
llamarlo Diferentes Habilidades.
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INTERCAMBIC I CLOSET
Hecho an

Hecho en casa and Beautifully Homemade are home decorations
made from recycled items.

Hecho en casa y Beautifully Homemade son decoraciones para el hogar hechas con articulos
reciclados.

Para mas informacién puedes mandar un correo electrénico a nfxltx@gmail.com o
comunicate con nosotros por texto o whatsapp al 540-307-1449

Prepare Your Taxes From Home?
& LetUs Show You How!

D Jes leyp ighsley

...l.:._" | N
CEATIFIED PUBLIC ANCCOIRNTARNT

AUDIT * TAX » BOOKKEEPING &5

Your Certified Public Accounting Firm

Providing service to our community for 20 vears
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Roasted Fresh 1n Roanoke

Asher's Coffee Beans are high-quality, eco friendly and we specialize in unique blends and trendy single-origin
coffees. You can find us online at www.asherscoffee.com. We deliver local and ship internationally. Every order is
roasted fresh before arriving and packaged in 100% certified residential compostable bags. Get your Asher's Coftee
Beans today and see what a difference it is to drink craft coffee! Brew strong and carry on.

¥ ASher's
COFFEE BEANS
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Los granos de café de Asher son de alta calidad, respetuosos con el medio ambiente y nos especializamos en mezclas
unicas y cafés de origen unico de moda. Puede encontrarnos en linea en www.asherscoffee.com. Entregamos
localmente y enviamos internacionalmente. Cada pedido se tuesta fresco antes de llegar y se empaqueta en bolsas
compostables residenciales 100% certificadas. Obtenga sus granos de café Asher's hoy y vea la diferencia que es
beber café artesanal. Prepara un buen café y sigue adelante con tu dia.

SWS Counseling Services, LLC
Counseling With Faith, Love, & Promise
Sondra Stephens, LPC Owner/ Counselor

540-314-9266
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CURRENSY
: - STILL '
. STONED ON OCERAN

NuMusie By Tommy
CurrenSy releases new project “Still Stoned on Ocean™ with production from Roanoke’s
very own 808-Ray. Young Thug released his new album “Punk® which has features from

artists like: ASAP Rocky. Drake. Future. Post Malone and more. Last month Drake and
Kanye West both dropped their new Albums. Drake’s sixth studio album *“Certified Lover
Boy™ was an instant classic, breaking records one of which held previously by himself.
Kanye West’s “Donda™ album featured artist like “Jay-Z. Da-Baby. Lil Baby. The Weekend.
and more. With all the releases from musie’s biggest names. it’s safe (o say musie lovers
will be greatly entertained. Check out the new releases on Focused Radio and let us know
what you think.
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FLEMING-ROSE BUILDING
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About me THE HEADOUARTERS

| have close to 30 years in the Financial
Services Industry. | also have Restaurant
Management and Foodservice sales
experience, | love to help people succeed,

Steve Hariin

I NLI HCUS MEDM

| SHARE CONTACT

HEADSHOTS + I][IMMEHEiﬂLE * JINGLES
FVENT FILMNG AND PHOTOGRAPHY *+ MUSIC VIDEDS AND MUCH NORE

LOW CIOST SOLUTIONS + ALL DIGITAL S0 YOU ARE READY FOR MULTIPLE PLATFORMES
SMIALL BUSIMESSES « NON-PROFI DAGAMIZATIONS +INDEPENDENRT ARTESTS H

WWW.NUFOCUSVA.COM
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Something For Everyone.

Financial literacy gives us the necessary skill
set and knowledge base in order to effectively
manage our finances (money)

e
NU-CCUSED
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WWW.NUFOCUSVA.COM



