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HIGHLANDS MOTORING FESTIVAL > 1934 BMW 315/1
NEIL HEFFRON GOES TO VILLA D'ESTE
STEVE O'NEILL'S ELEVEN BMWS - HYDE PARK 34 IN ACTION
MARTIN'S FIRE CHIEF CAR - GREENBRIER CONCOURS
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he sixteenth annual Highlands Mo-

toring Festival was held on june 8-

11, 2023, and BMW Classic CCA
members played a key role in making it a
success. What started as a local Saturday
car show sixteen years ago has grown to be
a four-day festival including driving tours,
evening events, a Main Street Parade, and

two car shows. It is the premier classic car
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event in the Southeast during the month of
June, when the cool mountain weather
makes the resort town of Highlands, NC the
place to be. The area's high quality moun-
tain roads are ideal for enthusiasts to exer-
cise their classic cars while enjoying the
beauty of four national forests that sur-
round western NC. To take advantage of

these roads and mountain scenery, the fes-
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tival includes two days of “One Lap of the
Mountains” curated driving tours based out
of Highlands.

For many years, BMW Classic CCA mem-
bers Craig Nixon and Steve Ham have
served on the organizing team of volun-
teers that orchestrate the festival. Tradi-
tionally, each year a different car brand is

chosen to be the featured marque and for
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2023, the organizing team decided that it
would be BMW. Further, it would be an
exhibit that would tell the history of BMW
automobiles. Steve and Craig put together
their “BMW Dream List” that included
fifteen ultimate classic BMWs from 1927
to 1990.

Starting in the fall of 2022, friends of the

festival and club members, Dirk de Groen
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and Scott Hughes were brought in to assist
Col. Mark Chmar, HMF Chairman and head

wrangler, into the search for and recruit-
ment of classic bimmers. From the onset of
planning for HMF2023, we knew that to
properly tell the BMW history.story a BMW
507 would be needed. Craig and Dirk had
discussed the possibility with Walter Scott
at the 2022 Hilkton Head Concours of bring-

ing his magnificent red 507 from Vermont.
Walter, who had fond memories of High-
lands NC from a previous visit, immediately
agreed. Not only would he bring his 507 to
our “Cars in the Park” concours, but he
would also be using it to participate in the
driving tours and parade. Walter's early -
commitment gave us credibility to recruit
other significant BMWs, and the 507 be-
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1930 Dixi -Richard Papy (left) and Dale

Critz (right.)

1959 503 presented by BMW Classic.

came the highlight car for early festival pro-
motions.

Another must have icon, the BMW 328,
initially proved difficult to secure with Lance
White from Cincinnati OH finally - after
clearing some scheduling conflicts - agree-
ing to bring his 1937 car, a frequent exhibit
car at the BMW CCA Foundation Museum.
Then several weeks later, another BMW 328

popped up from the Fredericks family in St.

1937 328 - Lance White at the wheel with

Dave Morin in the passenger seat.
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and Craig to manage the

the Mountains

1960 700 Sport - Keith Ennis.

accomplished by Scott Hughes, who also
transported the rare bimmer to Highlands.
The big surprise came in the form of a
1948 Veritas RS, an immediate post-WwiI|
competition c¢ar produced by former BMW
engineers from a pre-WWIl BMW 328, dur-
ing the days when BMW was not allowed to
produce automobiles. Longtime classic car
collector, Jack Frasher owns this Veritas RS, a
car which is rarely shown in public and that
has declined invitation to many nationally
prestigious concours events. Jack and Cathy
Frasher decided to bring the car into public
view for the Highlands Motoring Festival.
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1973 3.0CSL and 1975 2002 Turbo - Scott
Hughes.

As wrangling momentum built, all kinds
of BMWs started applying for invitations. In
the end, twenty-two carefully selected clas-
sic BMWs joined sixty-three other classics
for the “Cars in the Park” exhibit. For six
hours, on June 10, 2023, Highlands was
treated to an extraordinary collection of
BMWs, curated to tell the story of the BMW
automobile brand. Our dream list of BMWs
had come true.

All participants and guests, and the BMW
enthusiasts in particular, were very appre-
ciative that Brian Redman was this year’s

Grand Marshal and guest speaker at the

1985 M635CSi - George Whiteley.

Gala. We had a wonderful evening with Bri-
an showing video clips of his many racing
experiences along with answering ques-
tions and signing copies of his book “Daring

Driver, Deadly Tracks”.

i

Scott Hughes receiving the Brian Redman
Award.
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1957 BMW Isetta 3
(Fran Hughes)

- (Drew Gregg)
1975 BMW 20!

1989 320iS - Mike Gray (right).

- For 2023 the nghland ‘ 'iMotorl : g
fo be equally dlStflbUted between
;’REACH Literacy Center, fand;Comm nity Care ; -
Yyears, HMF has contr/buted over ha[f _,mllllon dollars to Iocal‘:
- ,charltles Thank you' ~ “ |
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Behind the Wheel

Dear Club Members,

The spring and summer
seasons offer many
opportunities to bring out
our classic BMWs, be it for
showing or for driving. In
this respect, the Highlands
Motoring Festival, in the

Blue Ridge Mountains, is my
favorite event on the calendar, as it offers both and is
easily accessible from South Florida. This year, the
“Festival with an Altitude” at 4,118 ft. was particularly nice.
BMW was the featured marque and the organizers,
under the leadership of Mark Chmar and club members
Steve Ham and Craig Nixon, were able to bring the best
of the best vintage BMWs to this lovely town. As always,
the drives this year were spectacular.

There were other South Floridians who headed for the
Carolina mountains. Valentina drove her 528e and
Martin Meissner his Kommando Wagen, to find not only
relief from the heat, but also to join hundreds of other
classic BMW enthusiasts at The Vintage in Ashville and
Hot Springs. Here they met Robert Tran who made the
trek in his '72 2000 Touring all the way from Southern
California.

David Lowen and Tom Pesikey had a wonderful weekend
at the Greenbrier Resort, in West Virginia. Sounds like
they could use a few more classic BMWSs on the show
field, and | have added it to the calendar.

Neal Heffron, from Boston, looked a bit further away for
car entertainment. He received an invitation to bring his
M1 to the Concorso d’Eleganza Villa d'Este in Italy. Neal's
M1 was featured in the summer 2021 issue of our
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newsletter. Did he have an enjoyable time driving his
own M1 on the Monza racetrack and showing it at the
Villa d’Este? He will tell you all about it in this issue.

There is no stopping Steve O'Neill. At 80-years-young, he
just got his 11th classic BMW. Steve is the leader of the
Rocket Dogs, an informal group of classic BMW owners.
Whenever the weather permits, Steve rallies his troops
for a drive in and“around beautiful Bucks County,
Pennsylvania. When Steve meets a new owner, he
encourages him or her to sign up as a member. Thank
you, Steve! You are a great ambassador for the club.

You all can be ambassadors. There are a few easy ways.
First of all, do not throw away your issue of The Ultimate
Classic. Pass it on to a friend, perhaps your mechanic, or
someone who owns a classic BMW. Also, when you sell a
BMW, register the new owner, and pay for his or her first
year of membership. They will be forever grateful as it
will enhance their ownership experience.

Next year, our club will celebrate its 20th anniversary of
being an Official BMW Club. The club itself, or rather its
predecessor, started 50 years ago, when the then-vintage
(read: prewar) BMW owners separated from the BMW
CCA, as they had no interest in hanging out with owners
of 2002s and E9 coupes. They were interested in the
older BMWs, how to keep them running and where to
find parts... come to think of it, that is what we are still
about.

See you down the road!

Phde



