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Wendell Walker’s first Museum staff position was in 1985 at The Studio 
Museum in Harlem, where he served as Exhibition Designer and 
Preparator. The position included care of the Museum’s collection, as 
well as management of the New York State Harlem Art Collection and 
gallery space, which was housed at the Adam Clayton Power Jr. State 
Office Building directly across the street from the Museum. 

When Walker joined the staff, they had already started working on the 
Museum’s most ambitious exhibition at that time, Tradition and Conflict: 
Images of a Turbuletn Decade, 1963-1973. The exhibition was very 
successful for the Museum, and opened many new chapters for Walker.

For me, this was a very exciting time. I had just finished 
organizing an international children’s art competition and 
exhibition at the United Nations, and my 5-year era at The First 
Women’s Bank had come to an end... and now I was joining 
the staff of a museum!  Taking over the details of the exhibition 
plan J R Sanders, my predecessor, had set up for the layout of 
Tradition and Conflict and then working with him 
to manage the installation was great introduction 
to the Museum world. The exhibition was also 
amazing, and it traveled so it was also an 
immediate dive into that whole world.

This was an era of rapid growth for me 
professionally. Being part of the Museum’s 
Accreditation process with AAM was a very 
valuable experience. Then there was the installation 
of Richard Yarde’s Savoy Ballroom that I managed in 
Paris, working with the artist, as part of the centenial 
celebration of the Statue of Libery. The artist-in-residence 
program and exhibitions I designed and installed were 
some of my best experiences of those years, though, 
and I believe formed the basic principles of my 
approach to exhibitoin design. Best of all, many life-
long friendships came out of my years at SMH. (WW)

You can learn more about the exhibition at these links: 
New York Times — Art: Studio Museum in Black Art of the 60s

Studio Museum in Harlem Studio Store — Tradition and Conflict publication

https://www.nytimes.com/1985/05/31/arts/art-studio-museum-in-black-art-of-the-60-s.html
https://store.studiomuseum.org/collections/books/products/tradition-and-conflict-images-of-a-turbulent-decade-1963-1973

