Order of Worship for April 14, 2024
Rogation Sunday

Welcome

Children's Sermon

Gathering Hymn ELW #734 God, Whose Farm Is All Creation

1 God, whose farm is all creation,
take the gratitude we give;
take the finest of our harvest,
crops we grow that we may live.

2 Take our plowing, seeding, reaping,
hopes and fears of sun and rain,
all our thinking, planning, waiting,
ripened in this fruit and grain.

3 All ourlabor, all our watching,
all our calendar of care
in these crops of your creation,
take, O God: they are our prayer.

Text: John Arlott, 1914-1991
Text © Trustees of the late John Arlott, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Confession and Forgiveness
We serve arisen Savior yet we live as if in chains. Amen

Let us come into the light, the revealing and healing light of the risen Savior by confessing
our sins and receiving God's forgiveness.

Almighty God, Creator of the heavens and earth, we confess that we do not always live into
the message of hope and salvation, the promise of eternal life. We live in ways that make the
here and now more important than the future. We live in ways that put ourselves and our own
success first over the needs of others and the long-term needs of the world. Forgive us for our
selfish ways and call us into the path of Christ, who humbled himself and gave himself up for
us on the cross, so that death might be no more and that all can share in the joy of salvation
and eternal life, through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

The stone is rolled away, the tomb was found empty. Mary calls out, “I have seen the Lord!”
We have seen Christ, too, in every helping hand, in every heartfelt gift, in every choice to
restore life in this world. We are called to this new life, a life of forgiveness and reconciliation.
You are forgiven; accept your forgiveness and know that God loves you and desires great
wholeness for all life. Walk forward on this journey of faith, knowing your brothers and sisters
are with you. Amen



Prayer of the Day

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill
us with your words of life, that we may live as withesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

First reading Acts 3:12-19

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk213The God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified
his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he
had decided to release him. “But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to
have a murderer given to you, '>and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the
dead. To this we are witnesses. 1And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man
strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this
perfect health in the presence of all of you.

17" And now, friends, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this
way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would
suffer. 17Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Secondreading 1 John 3:1-7
1ISee what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we
are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is
this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. SAnd all who have
this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. SYou know that he was
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. ¢eNo one who abides in him sins; no one
who sins has either seen him or known him. “Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone
who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel acclamation
Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Hallelujah. Hallelujah.

Gospel reading John 12:20-26

The holy gospel according to . Glory to you, O Lord.

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came
to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see

Jesus." 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus
answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, | tell you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies,
it bears much fruit. 25Those who love therr life lose it, and those who hate therr life in this world
will keep it for eternal life. 22Whoever serves me must follow me, and where | am, there will




my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. The gospel of the Lord. Praise
to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day ACS #975 O God, Whose Word Well-Planted
1 O God, whose word well-planted

yields fruit a hundredfold,

we praise your graces granted

to those who sowed of old,

who by their witness scattered

good seed upon the soll

where others, reaping, gathered

the harvest of their toil.

2 O God of seed and harvest,
of sun and soil and rain,
aftend the word we sow,
lest its planting be in vain.
Send showers of your Spirif,
bright sunshine of your grace,
that multitudes who hear it
your gospel may embrace.

3 O God, your final harvest
of hist'ry's ancient field
will test with truth the proudest
that human work can yield.
Oppression's blight will vanish,
fair freedom’s fruits increase;
and love and joy will flourish
to clothe the earth with peace.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007
Text © 1990 Augsburg Fortress

Apostle’s Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need of good news.




O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the holy meal that is the
body and blood of Jesus given for us, lead us to share all that we have, and find, in
generosity, abundant life. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.

O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, bring water to parched
places, and protect the climate, that this planet would sustain life in all its variety. Risen
Christ, hear our prayer.

O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all human knowledge. Instruct
lawmakers, judges, and elected officials to make decisions grounded in your justice and
care for all people. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.

O God our elder, you care for all your children. Encourage those who are in times of
transition, facing the loss of old ways and routines and anticipating change. Guide those
who journey in grief, hope, and uncertainty. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.

O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to remember our identity
and purpose in our ministry. Move us to love our neighbors as ourselves and to share in
beloved community. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.

O God our resting place, your Son Jesus promised that we are held in your love forever. We
remember our beloved who have died. As we remember and share their love, comfort those
who mourn. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen.

Noisy Offering

Offering Prayer
Dear God, thank you for all our blessings. Help our blessings be a blessing to others. In your
name we pray, Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you!

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest
Blessed is he who come in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.




Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Meal of Holy Communion

Prayer after Communion

Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ,
broken for us. Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into the
wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord. Amen.

Blessing
Go out into the world as the people of God in this place, and may the God who raised Jesus

from the dead grant you grace, the Son who gave his life for you give you peace, and the
Spirit who is with you day by day, inspire you to greater service both now and forever more.
Amen.

Sending hymn W&P #138 The Trees of the Field

You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace,

And the mountains and the hills will break forth before you.
There'll be shouts of joy and all the trees of the field

Will clap, will clap their hands.

And all the trees of the field will clap their hands.

The trees of the field will clap their hands.

The trees of the field will clap their hands,

While you go out with joy.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.



Confession/Forgiveness — written by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, and posted on her Rev-o-lution blog. http://rev-o-lution.org/

Blessing ~ written by Rev Margaret Whyte, and posted on the Church of Scotland’s Starters for Sunday website. http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
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