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Jimrﬁy’s Mumblings

Another year with Covid in our lives disrupting schedules and daily routines!

Returnmg toward normalcy has me looking forward to a more normal 2022
Guiceland Memorial Day at Guiceland Cemetery. We are expecting to have the
Vietnam Veterans Honor Guard and the Confederate cannon, May 29 2022 for the

Memorial Day activities.

Keeping everyone informed of the operation procedures at Guiceland

B Cemetery is an ongoing struggle. As a volunteer administrated organlzatlon no
one deserves confusion or confrontational situations. Most mlsunderstandmgs
and conflicts are a result of misinformation or no information exchange. We have
‘attempted to reduce the lack of mformatlon transfer by posting Guiceland
Cemetery’s operating procedures on the Guiceland Cemetery website

- (guiceland.com). Please review these before making any changes at your famlly’ S
gravesites. A call to the caretaker will make life easier on all.

| Your comments and suggestions are always invited. If you are interested in
serving on the board of directors, please inform one of the current board members
of your interest. New ideas are appreciated by all.

Happy Trails,

Jimmy
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Plots at Guiceland are never sold. The record of all reserved plots is maintained on
the “Official Plat” which is kept by the designated Caretaker, George Wallace. If
you have plots, please check with George to confirm that they are correctly noted
on the Official Plat. Plot reservations are only valid if they are on the “Official
Plat”. George will be available Memorial Day, May 29, 2022. Your cooperation and
understanding are greatly appreciated.



Important Dates

~ Work Day, Sat May 14 starting at 9:00 AM. You mrght want to brmg gloves
a hat water, and anythmg you m|ght need. - |

Memorial Day Service, Sunday, May 29, 2022 (We always have our service
on the last Sunday in May.) We will have a Business Meeting at 10 AM in the -
church followed by worshlp led by David Frankhn and musrc by Danny Herod

Donatlons

The operation and maintenance of Gurceland Cemetery comes fromyour
donations. Our mallmg address is: Gunceland Cemetery Assocratlon P.0.Box 571,
Grapeland, TX 75844. You can make donations at our annual Memorlal Day -
~ Service. A board member wrll also be avarlable on Saturday, May 28 from 8 AM to;_

3 PMto take donations.

Use of Cemetery

Famllles who are mterested in usmg Gurceland Cemetery and church may
hold reunions or other gatherings durmg daylight hours on the cemetery grounds |
‘dedicated by such public use, mcludmg holding picnics. Such meetings shall be ". :
under the superwszon of the cemetery caretaker and shall conform to accepted :
standard for taste and decorum. Proper respect for the burial areas shall be o
maintained or the group will be asked to leave the cemetery ground. No alcoholic
beverages are permitted upon the cemetery grounds. No fee will be charged for
the use of the cemetery park areas for such gathermgs

Maintenance of Cemetery Grounds |
The cemetery organization shall direct generally all improvements within the
grounds and upon all plots and graves, before l‘as well as after interments have
been made therein. The organizationshallhave charge of the planting, sodding,
surveying, and improvements generally. No one other than the proper officers of
the organization shall be allowed to work on any grave or lot without permission

from the organization membership. -

We honor all 165 veterans buried ’at»;Gui‘celand Cemetery by placing the
appropriate flag on each grave each Memorial Day and Veterans Day.



A True Hero

I believe the term “hero” might. get a little overused. As a veteran and a long-time police ofﬁcer 1 appreciate
the sentiment of “all pohce officers are Heroes” and “all veterans are heroes.” 1 doubt that many pollce ofﬁcers
or veterans feel that way In my opinion, a hero is someone who does something truly \musual isbrave ina

¢

Parker approached the Comanches who showed up in war paint outside Fort Parker in 1836 offenng them food
and glvmg some msxde the fort a chance to escape. These are unusual people and I feel sometnnes hke Ihave
not lived up to my hentage seeing the heroes who seftled Texas and paved the" way for the rést of t us. ) ‘

South Anderson County has such a man. Although he is not buried at Guiceland Cemetery, Steven Bennett
no: doubt visited the ‘cemetery and probably attended services liere. Mr. Bennett has many relatived fh fhe*“é“r’e‘é
and aunts, uncles,  cousins, and fnends of hls,famﬁy buned at Gmceland ,

Steven Benneﬁ was bom in Palestine (probabls;' like many of s because it was s the closest hospltal) Apnl 22,
1946, but-mest "of s fainily ‘was.in‘the Elkhart and South: Anderson County drea. Although his family meved

T T around wher :he Wwas young due: toi:us dﬁﬁ workmg imthe oilfield, Steven spent his summers in Elkhart. He-was. - o

comxmssmned asa Second Lleutenant in the US Air Ferce in 1968 and trained as a pllot on B-52s and OV-10s -
" at Webb Air Forcé Base in Big Sprmg Texas. After graduating pilot trammg, Steven was asmgned duttes mn
Vietnam.

On June 29, 1972, although the war was winding down and US forces were mostly ieavmg Vletnam Steven
was still flying when he received a request to help South Vietnamese Marines who had US -advisors with them
and were being overrun by North Vietnamese regulars. Although his aircraft was not designed for offensive
action (flying the OV-10, an artillery spotter), when he could not get fighter support or naval bombardment, he
declded to make passes, ﬁnng his light machine guns The South Vietnamese and Americans were able to

escape but Stever’s piane twas hit b«ya missile. He was going to ej ject; but found-eut that his spottef, Marine
Captam Mlke"Browng *had‘hls parachute destroyed*by shrapnel i Then - Steven dec1ded o' eject:in‘the Grulﬁof

that he has known several Medal of Honor winners but that Steven Bennett was the bravest man I’ve ever
known.” Captam Bennett did receivec the Me on Honor. Part of the Citation, signed by President Gerald R.
Ford, reads, “Capt ‘Bennett's unpmlleled conéern for his companion, extraordinary heroism and intrepidity
above and beyend the call of duty, at the cest of his life, were in keeping with the highest traditions of the
_ military service and reflect great credit upon himself and the U.S. Air Force.”

‘Steven Bennett, we salute you! Thark you fof Vour sacrifiee and for being & true hero, one that T8 Guiceland ~
Cemetery family honors and remembers.




