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 Please stand as you are able. 

 
PRELUDE                                              Softly and Tenderly                            arr. Will L. Thompson   

  

 WELCOME 
 

TEMPLE TALK                                                                                                      Keith Garver 
 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy 
 endures forever. 
C Amen. 
 

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Holy One, source of our renewal, 
C we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have not 
 practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake of 
 the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the 
 glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
 God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 
 and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
 in the name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

 
 
 

Kimball Memorial  Lutheran Church  

101 Vance Ave.  Kannapolis, NC   28081   
   

January 21, 2024                 Third Sunday after Epiphany  
                                  11:00 am 
 

   P:  Pastor                                          A:  Assisting Minister                            C:  Congregation 

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call 
to discipleship show us the implications of our baptismal calling to 
show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news 
and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is 
arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later 
executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, 
the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and 
worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people.  
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 GATHERING HYMN                      I Love to Tell the Story                            ELW 661 
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 GREETING  
A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
 of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

 KYRIE                                       ELW S184 

continued... 
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 CANTICLE OF PRAISE                           This is the Feast                          ELW S187 
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. 
 Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord.  
C Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
 

LET’S TALK                                                 Children’s Time  

       

READING                                                                                                                    Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message: Nineveh 
will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the 
story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?”  
 

L A reading from the third chapter of Jonah. 
 

T he word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to 

Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a 
three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried 
out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh 
believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.  
 

 

L     Word of God, word of life.        
C    Thanks be to God. 
 

L     Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
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 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                           ELW S188 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 GOSPEL                                                                                                            Mark 1:14-20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the first chapter. 
C  
 

 
       
                              

 
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good 
news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith.  
 

N ow after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 

repent, and believe in the good news.” 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And 
Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they 
left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called 
them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C 
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SERMON                                                       Pastor Joe Tallent 
 

 HYMN OF THE DAY           You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore                     ELW 817 
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 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH        The Apostles’ Creed  
 

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the  
  Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose  
  again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He  
  will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
A As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the 
 church, the world, and all of creation.  

 Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace,” 
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.” 

 

P Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of 
 our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
C Amen. 
 
 
 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples.  We share 
 in this peace of Christ in the Church today. The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.  
 

                                                  (Especially greet the children and youth.) 
 

 

Anthem                                          Come Follow Me                                        arr. Kelly Coleman  
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 OFFERING PRESENTATION               (Please stand, as able)                                  ELW 182 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Let us pray.  Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread 
 and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek 
 and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
C Amen. 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time.  You are free to come forward to receive the 
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after 
you’ve deposited the empty cup and  following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to 
use the  pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance 
to the Sanctuary.  However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad 
you’re here for this Sacrament! 

 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 INVITATION 
P In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. Come, take your place at the 
 table. 
 

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN                   Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling                            ELW 608 
      

 POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  
C  Amen. 
 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by 
  your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 

 BENEDICTION 
P  God who names you, Christ who claims you, 
  and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,  
  ☩ bless you and remain with you always. 
C  Amen. 
 

 SENDING HYMN          I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                              Next Page 
 

 DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                                    Recessional                                        Chester Nordman   
 

COPYRIGHTS  
YOU HAVE COME DOWN TO THE LAKESHORE  Contributors: Cesáreo Gabaráin Text and Music: © 1979, 1987 Cesáreo Gabaráin . Published by OCP 
I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT Contributors: Kathleen Thomerson, Dodd Lamberton Text: Kathleen Thomerson, © 1970 Celebration  
RECESSIONAL Contributors: Chester Nordman Tune: © 1945 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation (admin. By Music Services) 
MUSIC:  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved. 
LITURGY:  From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
SAS003917 
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 SENDING HYMN    I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                      ELW 815 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


