KiIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE AVE. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

November 26, 2023 Christ the King Sunday 11:00 am
P: Pastor A: Assisting Minister L: Lector C: Congregation
PRELUDE

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be God, the one who forms us, * Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who
makes our joy complete.

C Amen.

P Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Steadfast and faithful God,

C you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we
have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown,
forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive
us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to
you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

P Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Come, We That Love the Lord ELW 625

GREETING

A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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Lord.

and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us

pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast ELW S149

Refrain
Assisting minister
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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strength, and hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-err. A - men.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in
him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and
the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

(Please be seated)

LET'S TALK

READING Ephesians 1:15-23
In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the dead. The
resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire universe, now and in the age to come.

L  Areading from Ephesians...

have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this

reason 'l do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers. | pray
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom
and revelation as you come to know him, 8so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened,
you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his
glorious inheritance among the saints, °and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 2°God put this power
to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, ?!far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. ??And he has
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the
church, ?*which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
L Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S151a
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - Tu - 1a.
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GOSPEL Matthew 25:31-46
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 25th chapter.

C o .
. .
Gloe - ry to  vou, O Lord.

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is done for
the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.

J esus said to the disciples: 3“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 3?All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the
left. 3*Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for | was
hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a
stranger and you welcomed me, 3¢l was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you
took care of me, | was in prison and you visited me.’ 3’Then the righteous will answer him,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or
naked and gave you clothing? 3°And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited
you?’ 4°And the king will answer them, ‘Truly | tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of
these who are members of my family you did it to me.” #'Then he will say to those at his left
hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels; “?for | was hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give
me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” #4Then they also will answer, ‘Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and
did not take care of you?’ ¥°Then he will answer them, ‘Truly | tell you, just as you did not do
it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’” And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
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C} Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON Pastor John Futterer

HYMN OF THE DAY Blessed Assurance ELW 638

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
A Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need. Please kneel or be seated, as able, for the prayers.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples. We share
in this peace of Christ in the Church today. The peace of the Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.
(Especially greet the children and youth.)
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OFFERING PRESENTATION (Please stand, as able) ELW 182
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER
P Letus pray. God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your

table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather
these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast
upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our
Sovereign and Servant.

C Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P  Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Thereis a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table.

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for You; The Blood of Christ shed for You.

ANTHEM For the Least ~W. Wold

PoST COMMUNION BLESSING

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PosT COMMUNION CANTICLE  Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise ELW 204
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shouts of thanks-giv - ing. Al-le - lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - ia.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and
generous hearts as we meet you on the way.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P May the God of all creation,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,
Sovereign, =+ Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN How Firm a Foundation ELW 796

DISMISSAL
A Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

COPYRIGHTS

O WORSHIP THE KING Contributors: Albin C. Whitworth

FOR THE LEAST Contributors: Wayne L. Wold Tune: © 2013 Augsburg Fortress Text: © 2013 Augsburg Fortress

HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION Contributors: Jason Payne Tune © 2018 The Lorenz Corporation (admin. By Music Services) Text: © 2018 The Lorenz Corporation (admin. By Music
Services) All Rights Reserved ASCAP

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
SAS003917
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