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PRELUDE                             Odighi Onye Ozo (There is No One Else)                  ~Chioma Jesus 
Viola Okpara, soloist 

  

 WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders,  who lifts up the 
 lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 
C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P God for whom we wait, 
C in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. 
 We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
 We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
 We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
 We fear those different from ourselves. 
 We forget that we are your children and turn away from your love. 
 Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. 
 Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
 God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
 Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
 your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
 

 
 

Kimball Memorial  Lutheran Church  

101 Vance Ave.  Kannapolis, NC   28081   
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                                      10:00 am 
 

   P:  Pastor                                          A:  Assisting Minister                            C:  Congregation 

The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, 
creatures, and all humanity, to praise God. The voices of Simeon and 84-
year-old Anna join the chorus today, recognizing what God is doing in 
Jesus. Simeon’s song is often sung after communion, for we have seen 
God’s salvation in the assembled community and have held Jesus in our 
hands in the bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to all who 
look for the healing of the world.  
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GATHERING HYMN                              The First Noel                                                   ELW 300 
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GREETING  
A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
 of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                          ELW S120 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE                           This is the Feast                               ELW S122 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray.  Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and 

yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one 
who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
(Please be seated) 

LET’S TALK  
       

ANTHEM                                       Come See the Star                                              ~T. McKibben 
 

READING                                                                                                                    Galatians 4:4-7 
Paul seeks to show the Galatians that the purpose of Christ’s birth was to liberate us from the law’s 
condemnation so that we would be fully adopted into God’s family as beloved children. 

  

L A reading from the fourth chapter of Galatians. 
 

W hen the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 

adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child 
then also an heir, through God.  
 

L     Word of God, word of life.        
C     Thanks be to God. 
 

L     Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                  ELW S124 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                 Luke 2:22-40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the second chapter. 
C  
 

 
     
                                
Paul seeks to show the Galatians that the purpose of Christ’s birth was to liberate us from the law’s 
condemnation so that we would be fully adopted into God’s family as beloved children.  
 

W hen the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Joseph and 
Mary brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the 

law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they 
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or 
two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 
man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 29“Master, now you 
are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your 
salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 33And the child’s father and mother were 
amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his 
mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be 
a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven 
years after her marriage,  

continued... 
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37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there 
with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise 
God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Gali-
lee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; 
and the favor of God was upon him.  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C 
 
 
 

SERMON                                                 Pastor John Futterer 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 Angels From the Realms of Glory                                   ELW 275 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH        The Nicene Creed 
 

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
          We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God, begotten, not  made, of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  
  and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory  
  to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
  He has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.    
 Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
A Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for ourselves, 
 our neighbors, and the world God loves.   

Each prayer petition will conclude: “Hear us, O God,” 
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.” 

 

P Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant 
 grace. 
C Amen. 
 

 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples.  We share 
 in this peace of Christ in the Church today. The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
A Please greet those around you with words of peace.  
                                                  (Especially greet the children and youth.) 
 
 



FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS                                                                                                                                                           PAGE 9 

OFFERING PRESENTATION               (Please stand, as able)                                  ELW 182 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Let us pray.  God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join  
 our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. 
 Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
 poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
C Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
P In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. Come, take your place at the 
 table. 
 

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 
ANTHEM                                          A Christmas Hallelujah                                            ~L. Cohen 

Nick Bronson 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMN                   In the Bleak Midwinter                                                 ELW 294 
      

POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His 
 grace.  
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As 

you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us 
shine with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P God bless you and keep you, ☩ 
 Jesus grant you grace and truth,  
 and the Spirit send  peace upon your hearts, 
 now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                              Go Tell It On the Mountain                                        ELW 290 
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                   Angels We Have Heard on High                          ~arr. M. Helman 
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