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 Please stand as you are able. 

 
PRELUDE                                        Precious Lord, Take My Hand                        arr. Sylvia Oines   

  

 WELCOME 
 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy 
 endures forever. 
C Amen. 
 

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Holy One, source of our renewal, 
C we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have not 
 practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake of 
 the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the 
 glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
 God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 
 and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
 in the name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

 
 
 

Kimball Memorial  Lutheran Church  

101 Vance Ave.  Kannapolis, NC   28081   
   

February 4, 2024                 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  
                                  11:00 am 
 

   P:  Pastor                                          A:  Assisting Minister                            C:  Congregation 

 
In Isaiah the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the 
stars also strengthens the powerless. So in Jesus’ healing work 
we see the hand of the creator God, lifting up the sick woman to 
health and service (diakonia). Like Simon’s mother-in-law, we are 
lifted up and healed to serve. Following Jesus, we strengthen the 
powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew our own strength in quiet 
times of prayer.  
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 GATHERING HYMN                             Earth and All Stars                                        ELW 731 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 GREETING  
A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
 of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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 KYRIE                                       ELW S184 
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 CANTICLE OF PRAISE                           This is the Feast                          ELW S187 
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. 
 Make us agents of your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made 
 known to the ends of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
 

LET’S TALK                                                 Children’s Time  

       

PSALM                                                                                                    Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
1Praise the Lord! How good it is to sing praises to our God; 
     for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting. 
2The Lord builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
3He heals the broken-hearted, and binds up their wounds. 
4He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names. 
5Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure. 
6The Lord lifts up the downtrodden; he casts the wicked to the ground. 
7Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the lyre. 
8He covers the heavens with clouds, prepares rain for the earth, 
     makes grass grow on the hills. 
9He gives to the animals their food, and to the young ravens when they cry. 
10His delight is not in the strength of the horse,  
 nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner 
11but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him,  
 in those who hope in his steadfast love. 20cPraise the Lord!  
 

Reading                                                                                                          1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people. Hence the focus of 
Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but the privilege of serving God by freely 
sharing the good news of Christ with others.  
 

L A reading from the ninth chapter of 1st Corinthians. 
 

If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on 
me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a 
reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my 
reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not 
to make full use of my rights in the gospel.                                                                  continued... 
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19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might 
win more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the 
law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might 
win those under the law. 21To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though 
I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the 
law. 22To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to 
all people, that I might by all means save some. 23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that 
I may share in its blessings.  
 

L     Word of God, word of life.   C    Thanks be to God. 
 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                           ELW S188 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 GOSPEL                                                                                                            Mark 1:29-39 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C  
 

 
       

 

Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression. Everywhere he goes, he 
heals people and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are running for their lives. The forces that 
diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus.  
 

As soon as Jesus and the disciples left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and 
they told him about her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then 
the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 32That evening, at sunset, they brought to 
him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around 
the door. 34And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many 
demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. 35In the 
morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there 
he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him.                                 continued... 
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37When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, 
“Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for 
that is what I came out to do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message 
in their synagogues and casting out demons.  
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C 
 
 
 

SERMON                                                         
 

 HYMN OF THE DAY            Precious Lord, Take My Hand                                  ELW 773 
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 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH        The Apostles’ Creed  
 

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the  
  Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose  
  again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He  
  will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
A As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the 
 church, the world, and all of creation.  

 Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace,” 
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.” 

 

P Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of 
 our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
C Amen. 
 
 
 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples.  We share 
 in this peace of Christ in the Church today. The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.  
 

                                                  (Especially greet the children and youth.) 
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 OFFERING PRESENTATION               (Please stand, as able)                                  ELW 182 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray.  Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread 
 and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek 
 and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
C Amen. 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time.  You are free to come forward to receive the 
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after 
you’ve deposited the empty cup and  following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to 
use the  pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance 
to the Sanctuary.  However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad 
you’re here for this Sacrament! 

 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 INVITATION 
P In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. Come, take your place at the 
 table. 
 

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN                               On Eagle’s Wings                                             ELW 787 
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 POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  
C  Amen. 
 
 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life 
by   your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 
 BENEDICTION 
P  God who names you, Christ who claims you, 
  and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,  
  ☩ bless you and remain with you always. 
C  Amen. 
 

 SENDING HYMN                           How Firm a Foundation                                   Next Page 
 

 DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                                         Postlude on C                                  Robert J. Hughes 
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 SENDING HYMN                     How Firm a Foundation                                 ELW 796 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


