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GATHERING MUSIC  
      Mighty to Save                          Ben Fielding/Reuben Morgan                                           O-20 
  

WELCOME                           
                            

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of 
 shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ 
 that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
 forever.  
C Amen. 
 

LET’S TALK                                                 Children’s Time 

 

Reading                                                                                                                   Romans 4:13-25 
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with God not 
through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too old for bearing 
children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised to accomplish.  
 

L  A reading from the fourth chapter of Romans. 
 

T he promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the 
law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 16For this reason it 
depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of 
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of 
many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he 
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, 
“So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred 
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made 
him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory 
to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
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22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was 
reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned 
to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to 
death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.          
                                                                                                                                                                  

L     Word of God, word of life.    
C    Thanks be to God. 
 
L   Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                  Mark 8:31-38 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
   

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time what is to 
come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that Jesus will travel.  
 

J esus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 

days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 34He called 
the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, 
will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  
 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord 
C Praise to you,  O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                                    Pastor John Futterer
                                                    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT                                                                                                                                                            PAGE 3 

SONG OF RESPONSE                    All the Earth Will Sing Your Praises                                  O 54 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who 
 makes our joy complete. 
C Amen. 
 

P    Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Steadfast and faithful God, 
C you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by 
 the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of 
 others.  For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust 
 demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away 
 from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right 
 path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
 forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by 
 his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
 name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH        Apostles’ Creed  
 

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the  
  Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose  
  again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He  
  will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
A Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being 
 of creation, and a world in need.  

 Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.” 
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.” 

 

P Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
C Amen. 

 
SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples. We share 

in this peace of Christ in the Church today. The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray.  Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts 
 that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with 
 this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. 
C Amen. 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive 
the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your 
seats after you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you 
may continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the 
ushers at the entrance to the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this 
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament! 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
 you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER    
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive   
  those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
 Amen. 

 

INVITATION 
P Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 
 

      You may receive the Elements as the words are said:  
     The Body of Christ given for You; The Blood of Christ shed for You. 
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COMMUNION SONG                              Here is Bread                                       W&P 58 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P  The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His  
  Grace.  
C  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P  The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives  
  in you, bless you now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                               Ancient of Days                                                 Next Page 
 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COPYRIGHTS 
HERE IS BREAD, HERE IS WINE Graham Kendrick CCLI Song#983717 © 1991 Make Way Music (admin. By Music Services, Inc.) 
ALL THE EARTH WILL SING YOUR PRAISES Paul Baloche  CCLI Song#4037057 © 2003 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (admin.  by  Integrity Music) 
ANCIENT OF DAYS  Gary Sadler, Jamie Harvill CCLI Song#798108 © 1992 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (admin.  by  Integrity Music) 
MUSIC:  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved. 
LITURGY:  From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
SAS003917 
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SENDING SONG                                    Ancient of Days                                                 BOB 10 
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