KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE AVE. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

February 25, 2024 Second Sunday in Lent
11:00 am
P: Pastor A: Assisting Minister C: Congregation

If anyone wishes
to come after
Me, let him deny
himself, and take up
his cross, and follow Me."”
Mark 8:34

The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one
made with Abraham and Sarah: God’s promise to make them
the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting
covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share
Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where
there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of
resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names
as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identities in
baptism, as we put on Christ.

T Please stand as you are able.

PRELUDE Prelude on "Foundation" arr. Robert Lau

WELCOME

T
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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7 GATHERING HYMN My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW 596
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1 My hope i1s built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2 When dark-ness veils his love-ly face, I rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
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4 When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
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T GREETING
A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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® PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of
shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ
that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C Amen.
(Please be seated)
LET’S TALK Children’s Time
Reading Romans 4:13-25

Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with God not
through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too old for bearing
children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised to accomplish.

L Areading from the fourth chapter of Romans.

he promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. #If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. °For the
law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 'For this reason it
depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, '7as it is written, “I have made you the father of
many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. ®Hoping against hope, he
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said,
“So numerous shall your descendants be.” °He did not weaken in faith when he
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 2°No distrust made him
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, 2'being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. ?°Therefore his
faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 22Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,”
were written not for his sake alone, ?*but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe
in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, ?®who was handed over to death for our
trespasses and was raised for our justification.

L  Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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¥ LENTEN VERSE ELW S142
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Re - turn  to the Lord, your God, for he 1is gra - cious and
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T GOSPEL Mark 8:31-38
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter.
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Glo - ry to  you, O Lord.

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time what is to
come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that Jesus will travel.

J esus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three
days rise again.®?He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me,
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 3*He called
the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 3°For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel,
will save it. 3%For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their
life? 3’Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 3Those who are ashamed of me and
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON
¥ HYMN OF THE DAY

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

Pastor John Futterer

ELW 802
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2 Let us suf-fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
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of heav-en.
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Faith-tul Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.
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¥ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
A Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being
of creation, and a world in need.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.”
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

% SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples. We share
in this peace of Christ in the Church today. The peace of the Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

(Especially greet the children and youth.)

ANTHEM Built Upon the Rock ~Sally DeFord
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OFFERING PRESENTATION

(Please stand, as able)

LBW 66
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a fore-taste of the feast come.

pres - ence, and give us

OFFERING PRAYER

P Letus pray. Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts
that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with
this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name.

C Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance
to the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad

you’re here for this Sacrament!
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come!

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.
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COMMUNION HYMN Beneath the Cross of Jesus ELW 338
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1 Be-neath the cross of Je - sus 1 long to take my stand;
2 Up-on the cross of Je - sus, my eye at times can see

31 take, O cross, your shad - ow for my a- bid - ing place;
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the shad-ow of a  might-y rock with - in a wea-ry land,
the ver - y dy-ing form of one who suf-fered there for me.
I ask no oth - er sun-shine than the sun-shine of his face;
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a  home with-in a wil - der - ness, a rest up-on the way,

And from my con-trite heart, with tears, two won-ders I con - fess:
con - tent to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,
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from the burn - ing of the noon-tide heat and bur-dens of the day.
the. .. won-der of his glo-rious love and my un-wor-thi - ness.
my. .. sin - ful self my on - ly shame,my glo - ry all, the cross.

¥ POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of
wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the
name of Jesus, the Bread of life.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION

P Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed.
God bless you and keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage,
and +F give you peace.

C Amen.

‘ SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT PAGE 10




SENDING HYMN How Firm a Foundation ELW 796
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - 'ty tr1 - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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18 laid for your faith in  Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for | am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all -suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ‘reign, e - ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What  more can he  say than to you he has  said
rn strength - en  you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The flames shall not hurt you; | on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dorn,
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your dross to con - sume and your gold to T1e - fine”
like lambs they shall still in my bo som be  borne.”
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DISMISSAL
A Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Fanfare on "The Solid Rock" arr James J. Stanley
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