
EASTER SUNRISE                                                                                                                                                                                       PAGE 1 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Please stand as you are able. Congregation responses in Bold. 
 

As the sun rises, we gather to celebrate the joy of Jesus’ resurrection  
that ushers in new life for the creation.  We gather to celebrate! 

 

 WELCOME 
 

 PREFACE 
P “This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be gad in it.” On the first day 
 of the week God began creation, transforming darkness into light. Again, on this first 
 day of the week God indeed raised from the dead the one who was put to death “by 
 hanging him on a tree.” Alleluia, God allows Jesus to appear “to us who were chosen 
 by God as witnesses” in the waters of baptism and in the feast of victory. With great joy 
 we celebrate this day of days as we begin the fifty days of Easter. Filled with hope, we 
 go forth as the Easter People to share the good news that “Christ is risen!” 
C He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
P In the name of God, our Creator, in the name of Jesus, our Savior, and in the name of 
 the Holy Spirit, our Comforter, we come to worship.  Amen. 
C We are the Easter people who have been to the tomb and proclaim that it is empty.  
 He is risen! 
P He is risen, indeed!   
C We are the Easter people who have met him by the roadside and recognized him as 
 the Son of God—risen from the dead—and living in this world and the next.  He is 
 risen! 
P He is risen, indeed!   
C We are the Easter people who have placed our hands in his side and  felt his wounds.  
 He was once dead but now is alive. He has been raised by the triumphant power of the 
 Almighty God.  He is risen! 
P He is risen indeed!  We worship a risen God. 
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Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death 
forever. With Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to 
make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to proclaim, 
witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and 
resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, 
and depart to share this good news with all the world. Alleluia!  
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 SONG OF PRAISE                         Morning Has Broken                                        ELW 556 
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 GOSPEL   Mark 16:1-8 
The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement.  
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

W hen the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus’ body. 2And very early 

on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been 
saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the 
tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already 
been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white 
robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be 
alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is 
not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out 
and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to 
anyone, for they were afraid.  
 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY                                                                     Pastor John Futterer               
 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
A Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 
 the world, and all those in need of good news.  

 Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace,” 
The congregation’s response is: “hear our prayer.” 

 

P Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
 abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.  
C Amen. 
 

SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples.  We share 
 in this peace of Christ in the Church today. The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.  
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PRAYER 
P God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has 
 become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with 
 Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;   
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  This is my body, given for you. Do this for 
 the remembrance of me. 
  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup and gave thanks, and gave it for all to  drink, 
 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORDS PRAYER     
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

  

INVITATION 
P The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 
 Come and eat at God’s table. 
 
 

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
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 COMMUNION HYMN              A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!                            ELW 393 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
 his grace forever. 
C Amen. 
  

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P Almighty God, who raised our Lord Jesus from death, lift you up and  restore you to 
 wholeness. 
C Amen. 
P Jesus Christ, the Word of life, bless you and send you to be his witnesses. 
C Amen. 
P God the Holy Spirit, who renews the whole earth, refresh you in the gift of  baptism 
 this day and always. 
C Amen. 
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RESPONSE 
P The empty cross announces God’s victory! 
C Alleluia!  Praise God! 
P The empty tomb testifies that Jesus Christ is our risen Lord. 
C Alleluia!  Praise God! 
P May our discipleship proclaim the living Christ and God’s love for all people! 
C Alleluia!  Amen! 
P Go in peace.  The Spirit send us forth to serve. Christ is risen. 
C Christ is risen indeed!  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 
SENDING HYMN                         Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                                         NEXT PAGE 
 

 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COPYRIGHTS  
A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING  Contributors: Lutheran Book of Worship Text: © 1978, Augsburg Fortress 
MORNING HAS BROKEN Contributors:  Evangelical Lutheran Worship Tune: © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
MUSIC:  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved. 
LITURGY:  From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
SAS003917 
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SENDING HYMN                         Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                                 ELW 365 
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