
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                                                                                                                         PAGE 1 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Please stand as you are able. Congregation responses in Bold. 
 

PRELUDE                                                  How Great Thou Art                                   arr. Dan Miller  

 WELCOME 
 

 THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 
C Amen. 
 

P Look, here is water! 
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

P Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
 We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep 
 and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
 The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing 
 as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the 
 Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 

P Look, here is water! 
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

P At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
 By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your 
 reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving 
 all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the 
 unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

P Look, here is water! 
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

Kimball Memorial  Lutheran Church  

101 Vance Ave.  Kannapolis, NC   28081   
   

                      April 7, 2024                          Second Sunday of Easter   
                                        11:00 am 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we 
play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the 
glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the 
first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we 
ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken 
bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a 
community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material 
sharing such that no one among us is in need.  
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 GATHERING HYMN               Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                             ELW 836 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

 KYRIE                                 ELW S147 
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 CANTICLE OF PRAISE    This is the Feast                             ELW S149 
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By 
 the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that 
 we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
 

LET’S TALK                                                 Children’s Time 
 

Reading    1 John 1:1—2:2 
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality has 
been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with 
Christ and walk in God’s light.  
 

L  A reading from the first and second chapters of 1st John. 
 

W e declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the 

word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you 
the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we 
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.                                                                continued... 
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4We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 5This is the message we have 
heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at 
all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and 
do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we 
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our 
sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is 
not in us. 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he 
is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world.  
 

L     Word of God, word of life.    
C    Thanks be to God. 
 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                      ELW S151 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 GOSPEL   John 20:19-31 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a 
blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.  
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
 

C  
 
  
 

W hen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But 
Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”                                                                  continued... 
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26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other 
signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name.  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C 
 
 
SERMON                                                                     Pastor John Futterer         
 

 HYMN OF THE DAY                 Christ the Lord is Risen Today                             ELW 373 
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 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Nicene Creed  
 

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
          We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God, begotten, not  made, of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  
  and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory  
  to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
  He has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.    
 Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
A Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 
 the world, and all those in need of good news.  

 Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace,” 
The congregation’s response is: “hear our prayer.” 

 

P Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
 abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.  
C Amen. 
 

 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples.  We share 
 in this peace of Christ in the Church today. The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
A Please greet those around you with words of peace.  
                                                  (Especially greet the children and youth.) 
 

ANTHEM                                                  His Love                                                arr. Joseph Linn   
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OFFERING PRESENTATION               (Please stand, as able)                             LBW 66 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray.  Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 
 here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through 
 Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
C Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the 
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after 
you’ve deposited the empty cup and  following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to 
use the  pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance 
to the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad 
you’re here for this Sacrament! 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
P The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 
 Come and eat at God’s table. 
 
 

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
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COMMUNION HYMN                        How Great Thou Art                                               ELW 856 
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 POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  
C  Amen. 
 

 POST COMMUNION CANTICLE        Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 
 love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 
 abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 
C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

P The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 
 hope ☩ bless you now and always. 
C Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN                         Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                  Next Page 
    

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                          Postlude on "Hyfrydol"                        arr. Anna Laura Page   
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SENDING HYMN                        Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                             ELW 631 
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