KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE AVE. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

April 14, 2024 Third Sunday of Easter
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE This Is My Father's World arr. Jason D. Payne

WELCOME
T THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, H one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep
and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing
as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the
Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your
reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving
all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
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7 GATHERING HYMN Dearest Jesus, at Your Word ELW 520
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I Dear-est Je - sus, at  your word we have come a -

2 All  our knowl-edge, sense, and sight lie in deep - est
3 Ra - diance of God’s glo - ry bright, Light of Light from
4 Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost, praise to you and
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gain  to hear you; let our thoughts and hearts be stirred
dark - ness shroud - ed till your Spir - it breaks the  night,
God pro - ceed - ing, Je - sus, send your bless-ed light;
ad - o - ra - tionl Grant us what we need the most:
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and in glow-ing faith be near you as the prom - is -

fill - ing us with light wun - cloud - ed. All  good thoughts and
help our hear - ing, speak - ing, heed - ing, that our prayers and

all  your gos-pel’'s con - so - la - tion while we here on
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es here giv - en draw us whol - ly up to heav - en.
all good liv - ing come but by  your gra - cious giv - ing.
songs may please you, as  with grate - ful hearts we praise you.
carth a - wait you, till in heav’'n with praise we greet you.
T GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.

0
?Fa‘c,a
W,

S—

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
7 CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast ELW S149
Refrain
Assisting minister
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strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er - men.

Final refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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has be - gun his

reign. Al -

- lu-ia.

Al -le - Iu - ia.

¥ PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be
your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
(Please be seated)

LET’S TALK Children’s Time

Reading 1 John 3:1-7

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of our future
existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins.

L
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that

is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do
know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. *Everyone who commits sin
is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. °You know that he was revealed to take away sins,
and in him there is no sin. ®No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen
him or known him. “Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is
righteous, just as he is righteous.

L  Word of God, word of life.

\ THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

A reading from the third chapter of 1st John.

C Thanks be to God.
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¥ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S151
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le -

® GOSPEL Luke 24:36b-48

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to
understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission
to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
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Glo - ry to  vou, 8] Lord.
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J esus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 3"They
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 3He said to
them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 3°Look at my
hands and my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh
and bones as you see that | have.” 4°And when he had said this, he showed them his hands
and his feet. 4'While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them,
“Have you anything here to eat?” #°They gave him a piece of broiled fish, *3and he took it
and ate in their presence. #*Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you
while | was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 4°Then he opened their minds to understand
the scriptures, 4éand he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and
to rise from the dead on the third day, 4’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “You are witnesses of
these things.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C
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(C] Praise to  you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor John Futterer
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* HYMN OF THE DAY This Is My Father’s World ELW 824
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1 This is my Fa-ther’'s world, and to my lis-t'ning ears all
2 This is my Fa-ther's world; the birds their car - ols raise; the
3 This is my Fa-ther's world; let me not for - get that,
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na - ture sings, and rtound me rings the wmu - sic of the  spheres.
morn - ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak - er’s  praise.
though the wrong seems oft so strong,God is the rul - er yet.
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This is my Fa-ther’s world; [ rest me in the thought of
This is my Fa-ther’s world; he shines in all that's fair. In the
This is my Fa-ther’s world; why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won-ders wrought.
rus - thing grass | hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord is king, let heav-en ring; God reigns, let carth be glad!
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE

A

C
A

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all those in need of good news.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace,”
The congregation’s response is: “hear our prayer.”

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF GoD’S PEACE

Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples. We share
in this peace of Christ in the Church today. The peace of the Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Please greet those around you with words of peace.
(Especially greet the children and youth.)

ANTHEM Thank You, Lord arr. Marty Parks
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7 OFFERING PRESENTATION
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OFFERING PRAYER

pres- ence, and give us

a fore-taste of the feast

to

come.

P Letus pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer
here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through
Jesus Christ, our true vine.

C Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance
to the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad

you’re here for this Sacrament!

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P  Therisen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.
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COMMUNION HYMN Jesus, the Very Thought of You
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1 Je - sus, the ver - y thought of you fills us with sweet de - light;
2 No voice can sing, no heart can frame, nor can the mind re - call
3 O Hope of ev-'ry con - trite soul, O Joy of all the meek,
4 O Je - sus, be our joy to - day; help us to prize your love;
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but sweet-er far your face to view and rest with-in  your light.
a sweet-er sound than your blest name, O Sav-ior of us all!
how kind you are to those who fall! How good to those who seek!
grant us at last to hear you say: “Come, share my home a - bove”

7+ POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

7+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
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ev - ry-one who
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seeks the Lord re - joice and bear the name of Christ.
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Send us with your prom-is-es and lead your peo - ple forth in joy with
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shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu - 1a, al - le-lu - ia.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P  Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your
love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the
abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Christisrisen indeed! Alleluia!

P The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter
hope = bless you now and always.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens Next Page
DISMISSAL

A Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Alleluia, Christ Is Risen Franklin Ritter




SENDING HYMN God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens ELW 771
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1 God, who stretched the span - gled heav - ens in - fi - nite in time and place,
2 We have ven -tured worlds un - dreamed of since the child-hood of our race;
3 As each far ho -1 - zon beck - ons, may it chal-lenge us a - new:
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flung the suns in burn-ing ra - diance through the si-lent fields of space:

known the ec-sta-sy of wing-ing  through un - trav-eled realms of space;
chil - dren of cre - a - tive pur - pose, serv - ing oth-ers, hon-’ring you.

W

o

n ] ] 1
) — . ! | 1
!
[(EEEEE e rrir.e .,
we, your chil - dren in your like-ness, share in-ven - tive pow’rs with you;
probed the se - crets of the at- om, yield-ing un-1 - mag - ined pow’r,
May our dreams prove rich with prom-ise; each en-deav-or well be - gun;
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great Cre - a - tor, still cre - at - ing, show us what we yet may do.
fac - ing us with life’s de - struc-tion or our most tri - um-phant hour.
great Cre - a-tor, give us  guid-ance tll our goals and yours are one.
COPYRIGHTS
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