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In winter’s deepest night, we welcome
the light of the Christ child. Isaiah
4 declares that the light of the long-
" promised king will illumine the world
and bring endless peace and justice.
Paul reminds us that the grace of God
through Jesus Christ brings salvation to
all people. The angels declare that
Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for
everyone, including lowly shepherds.
Filled with the light that shines in our
lives, we go forth to share the light of
Christ with the whole world.
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PRE-SERVICE MusIC

PROCESSIONAL CAROL O Come, All Ye Faithful ELW 283
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3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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GREETING

A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE NIGHT

A Let us pray.
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day
wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Sermon

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 9:2-7

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a name full of promise.
While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of
the LORD of hosts will do this!

he people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.
3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.
“For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
SFor all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
®For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
"His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

L  Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 279
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while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
y 3
e e IENE
z2 ! !. I ! ! r | |P P (P
n | | ]
) A— | | I . I
(IEESrEEE Eece———=c=c
5 & p s e
yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
.~ %
o384’ e
Sl b ' - T
3 —
O ——t—— 4} | 7 e ra——
(EEreere s = =
J ke ¢ e pe ¢ 7 D* * bd .
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters 1In.

Lord Im - man - u - el!

oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our
_ I I | | | . i
y N ° i —— ?
- P

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

PAGE4




SECOND LESSON Titus 2:11-14

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the present we live wisely and
justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance.

he grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, *?training us to renounce impiety

and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright,
and godly, 3while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great
God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 1*He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from
all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 2:1-14
P The Gospel according to St. Luke the second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

God'’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim
God'’s blessing of peace.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. ?This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. “Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. *He went to be registered with Mary, to whom
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ®While they were there, the time came for
her to deliver her child. ’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. &n that
region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. °But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: ''to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. '?This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” *And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, *“Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer
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SERMON CAROL

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE

P Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for ourselves,
our neighbors, and the world God loves.

Each prayer petition will conclude: “Hear us, O God.”
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant grace.
C Amen.
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SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples. We share
in this peace of Christ in the Church today. The peace of the Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

(Especially greet the children and youth.)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to
receive the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants,
returning to your seats after you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance
of our ushers; or you may continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements
which are available from the ushers at the entrance to the Sanctuary. However you
choose to receive Communion, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.
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COMMUNION CAROL What Child is This ELW 296
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I What child is this, who, laid to restt on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such meanes-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.

SE=si=s—i=c

! I IrJ I

G

2L}

\
<

~

Qﬁ o F'_'j_’h i N N
L:J’D i ﬁ:; 3 3 7'4#7 & '.#‘_i’ ;'L: ;'L:

Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an-gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ i1s born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
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ELW 276

CAROL Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

PoST COMMUNION BLESSING

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.

The Church will be in darkness except for candles in the chancel and sanctuary. After the Post
Communion Blessing, the light is passed from the altar to the congregation. Please handle with
care...leaving the lighted candle upright as the flame is passed. The candles will be
extinguished following the Benediction. Please place your candles in the receptacles located in
the narthex. Thank you.
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CAROL Silent Night, Holy Night ELW 281
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BENEDICTION

P God bless you and keep you, * Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace
upon your hearts, now and forever.
C Amen.
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RECESSIONAL CAROL Joy to the World ELW 267
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DISMISSAL

A Christ the Savior is born!
Go in peace. Proclaim the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
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