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Regional artist, Pamela Searcy, tested
Thomas Wolfe's famous quotation, “You
Can’t Go Home Again,” by moving back
to Yakima with her husband, Mike Mullen,
many decades after she'd left the valley
for college!
While visiting Searcy in her mid-century
home in'the Barge Chestnut neighborhood,
it seemed appropriate to discover she
had a brass doorknob located smack dab
in the middle of her fuchsia colored front
door! Once inside it became immediately
evident by the number of amazing paintings
and bronze sculptures scattered around her
sunny living room that this woman lives and
breathes her artistic pursuits.

Inside the home of artist
Pamela Searcy, you can see
her greenhouse, turned art
studio next fo her serene pool
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Searcy grew up in Wapato where her
family owned an orchard on the Yakima
Indian Reservation. From a young age,
she loved art. She remembers her mother
being artistic and an excellent seamstress.
Her father had a talent for carving and
could take a piece of wood and whittle an
unbroken chain from it. As a child, she
tried to copy him by pinching an Ivory
soap bar in an attempt to make it look like
a turtle.

After graduating from St. Joseph
Academy in downtown Yakima, Searcy
moved to the west side of the state to
enroll at Seattle University, determined to
immerse herself in the school’s art depart-
ment. However, her father had another
idea for her future and insisted she major
in education so she would have a job after
graduation. Not one to give up on her
dream of becoming an artist, she majored
in education though she also enrolled in
as many art classes as she could fit into
her full schedule. “I did a lot of design;
drawing, painting and sculpture,” Searcy
said. She chuckled, remembering that her
father never realized that taking 23 credits
a quarter didn’t equate to a standard
course load for an undergraduate student!
Outside of class, she would spend her free
time walking around Seattle’s beautiful
Capitol Hill neighborhoods while filling
her art notebook with detailed pen and
ink drawings of the old mansions. She
wistfully recalled the loss of that same
precious notebook because her art in-
structor failed to give it back to her.

OPPOSITE: Pamela’s “Eleven
Faces” scupture took her over

a year to create TOP: Pamela’s
painting styles go from traditional
fo abstract, all in vivid colors and
interesting textures
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By Tond

A Division Of
B Buey 2 Conle

Serving the Great Yakima Valley (upper and
lower valley), we provide on-site and off-
site custom catering service, event planning
and décor development that serves to set

your event apart from the crowd.

e Bvent Coordination Services
e Private Dining
* Box Lunches or Appetizers Tray

(509) 969-0048
Toni Benetti Flabetich
www.cateringcreationsbytoni.com

18.604102.YVM/R

6002 Su 1 iew
Yakima WA 98908

Stop by for a tour of our business tody
916 S. Third Ave. * 457-0880 * jdesignsyakima.com
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CELEBRATES OUR
VOLUNTEERS!

TOTAL VOLUNTEERS
Without you, we wouldn't be us. Thank you. TOTAL HOURS TOTAL
If you'd like to learn about how you can make COMMUNITY

VALUE
= OVER

$1.IM

a positive contribution to our community’s

health and well-being, please contact

Branden at (509) 575-8053.

41,358
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Family of Services
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Pamela
puts the finishing touches on her
most recent sculpture, which will
be shown at her one-woman
show in July « A close-up of
another of Pamel’s bronze pieces
called "The Angler”+ Another

Tow

bronze of Pamela’s "The Reader”
now resides in San Fransisco

After completing her undergradu-
ate and graduate studies, she started her
career teaching elementary and high
school art as well as working as a middle
school counselor. During those years of
juggling work and taking care of her three
children, Searcy never gave up her dream
of becoming a full-time artist. During
her children’s college years, she changed
tracks and became a real estate agent in
Bellevue, where she worked for 18 years.

Finally in 2007, her children all

earned college degrees and Searcy decided
it was time to get serious about pursuing a
career as an artist. “We sold our big house
in Redmond, moved into a smaller home
and bought a vacation place on Camano
Island,” she said. It was during this time
she started to explore sculpture. “I never
liked throwing clay on the wheel. My
mind couldn’t force me to make a perfect
pot!” she said. However, sculpting from
a solid brick of clay allowed her to take a
photo and by using dental tools for detail,
sculpt what she saw in the picture.

A fascinating bronze sculpture en-
titled, “Eleven Faces,” sits in her living
room. “This took me over a year to create
including having it bronzed. I'm very pa-
tient,” she admitted. “When I'm doing art
you can'’t talk to me because 1 can’t hear -
it!” She usually spends at least four hours
at a time working on a specific piece of
art. She has a special place for the Native
American neighbors she knew when she
was living on her parent’s fruit farm on
Yakima Nation. She often sculpts the
images from her mother’s collection of
pictures taken during her childhood.
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Voted Best Seafood,
Prime Rib & Salad Bar

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Hotel Groups Large or Small Welcome Special Happy Hour Prices
Full Service Cocktail Lounge Great Selection of Local Wines
509-575-1216 | 25 East Valley Mall Blvd.
www.seagalley.com Yakima’s Finest Freshest Seafood!

. Appetizers at Happy Hour
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and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks
associated with consumption of thi r use only by adults 21 years and older.

For information on our
line of products visit
www.vandys.club

18.603550.YM.R

5004 HOMESITE DRIVE - Epicurean Entertaining at its Finest, Inside or Alfresco!
9,075 SF | 4 Bedrooms | 5.5 Bathrooms | Pool and Cabana | 4 Car Garage
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24/7 3D Showcase Tour
P

B Available at... Meglrwin.com
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY | Central Washington Real Estate
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Brushes in Pamela’s art
studio are ready and waiting
for her next creation

Searcy has also incorporated her
mother’s old photos into her impression-
istic paintings that capture the colors of
the Yakima Valley. One beautiful piece,
titled “The Root Diggers,” shows two Na-
tive American women working in a field
covered in sagebrush. Many of her paint-
ings reflect the ever-changing beauty of
Eastern Washington’s rugged terrain.

Searcy decided to take her artistic
pursuits out of her living room. She reno-
vated the glass pool house into a year-
round studio. By replacing the glass roof
with solid roofing material and insulating
the structure, she now enjoys the privacy
of her new studio while having a lovely,
seasonal view of her backyard through the
glass walls.

While she’s been involved over the
years with the Camano Island Art Guild,
Searcy is now earning her place in the
Yakima Arts community. In July, she will
have a one-woman show at Oak Hollow
Gallery, located in the Chalet Place Shop-
ping Center.

When did Searcy realize she’d made it
as a full-time artist? She reflected that it
probably happened several years ago. “A
lady flew up all the way from San Fran-
cisco, got a rental car and came to see my
show in Camano Island,” she said. “She
bought my bronze sculpture, ‘The Reader’,
so she could see it when she looked out
her bathroom window!” Laughing, Searcy
admitted it was a big sale and a huge ego
boost for someone who has spent a life-
time working to become artist. ¢
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Riverview

We are here to support you...

Understanding...Compassionate Care for Seniors with

mild to advanced Alzheimer’s and Dementia.

For an informative tour of our facility, featuring both Private .

and Medicaid apartments, please call or e-mail us today.
www.riverviewmanorselah.com

555 E. Goodlander Rd. e Selah, WA 98942

We comply with the Fair Housing Act
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sewing & vacuum

A part of your home since 1976

Features

* Reverse
* Ong han

* Quick for

Any Vacuum Bag!
Any Quantity!
Coupon required.

Not valid with other offers.
Expires 8/30/16.

Vacuum or Sewing

Machine service
Coupon required. Not valid
with other offers.
Expires 8/30/16.

www.yakimasews.com

We are now Yakima’s
New Janome Dealer

« 9 Stitches including & 1 four
step button hole
« Built-in needle threader

« Full rotary hook ;0
« AndMuch More ¥
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| saNnOME
SALES * SERVICE * PART

613 W. Yakima Ave. (Add’l parking in rear) 509) 453-8301

Maytag M700
Upright Vacuum
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d thread cutter Thegurt
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3 «12ampmotor | * 5.5 Amps

AR * Metal brushroll |+ 30' Cord

« Full bag indicator |+ Non-Squeaky

« Lays down flat Wheels!

« Telescopic wand | * 3 Year

« On-board tools Warranty

* Made in the USA
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3¢ With this coupon.
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VISA, MC, Discover, Layaways

1 509.697.3333 ext. 2

ss@riverviewmanorselah.com

HINAA'SBEE09'8

)
CD@Z(I/@

Custom Tile Works

SELAH, WA

BEAUTIFULLY VERSATILE
KARASTAN RUGS

SO MUCH MORE
THAN JUST TILE/

Counter tops, Hardwood,
Carpet, Rugs, Blinds,
Windows & Doors, and
‘more...we do it all.
-Free quotes and
experienced designers-

110 W Naches Ave, Selah, WA

509.697.7028

www.customtileworkshome.com

18.606021.YM.R

yakimamagazine.com « YAKIMA MAGAZINE | 35




