The Silent Killer

Statement of Problem Use of Imaging- MRI Surgery

Pancreatic cancer is the second leading cause of cancer-related death in the U.S.,
and more than 56,700 Americans will be diagnosed with pancreatic cancer this
year.! There is not currently an established early detection method for pancreatic
cancer, which makes it difficult to diagnose in its earlier and more treatable stages.
The symptoms for this type of cancer are very subtle and people tend to ignore
them, which is why it is more difficult to diagnose than other types of cancer.’

Prognosis

The prognosis for pancreatic cancer heavily depends on the stage of diagnosis, size and type of
tumor, lymph node involvement, and degree of metastasis at the time of diagnosis. The earlier the
cancer is diagnosed and treated, the better the prognosis; unfortunately, most cases are
diagnosed at later, more difficult-to-treat stages. Most people are diagnosed at stage IV, which is
when the disease has metastasized, so most have a five-year survival rate of 1 percent. The
average person diagnosed with late stage pancreatic cancer will live for about 1 year after
diagnosis, however, there is a 5-10 percent chance that you could live up to 5 years after
diagnosis.?

Symptoms Use of Imaging- CT

Treatment

\." > ; ll' ——r—r

{ : ‘.Il j | “k :’_ ” Y :-'-: -::\\\‘l "
A N ()

l| | : - /| \& .L | H '.‘.—':.:_:.-'/.' ;l

L
MID-BACK UNEXPLAINED LOSS OF STOMACH
PAIN WEIGHT LOSS APPETITE PAIN

Chemotherapy

7 ol e '
L A 4 ()
- _: s .: .v' .- “' ‘\_./

NEW-ONSET JAUNDICE CHANGES
DIABETES retioning of INSTOOL

Radiation Therapy

Table 1: AJCC Pancreas Cancer TNM Classification (1)

T N M

Tx- Primary tumor cannot be assessed  Nx- regional lymph MO- no distant
TO- No evidence of primary tumor nodes cannot be metastasis

Tis carcinoma in situ assessed M1-  distant
T1- tumor limited to the pancreas, 2cm NO- no regional metastasis

or less in size lymph node

T2- tumor limited to the pancreas, metastasis

greater than 2cm in size N1- regional lymph

T3- tumor extends beyond pancreas but node metastasis

without involvement of the celiac axis or

superior mesenteric artery

T4- tumor involves the celiac axis or the Resources
superior mesenteric artery
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