
 

 

CAL-NEV-HA District, Division 42 Newsletter January 2021 
Happy New Year Division 42: 

Well we made it.  I know we are not starting out as we hoped, but let’s keep our hopes 
alive with positive thoughts that this year will see us blossom with new beginnings, re-
newed energy and renewed camaraderie. 

Despite the challenges, this is a great year to be your Lt. Governor.  You have not faltered 
in your efforts to make a difference to each other and in your communities.  Our Interclub 
Challenge has seen you rise to the occasion and excel at being a part of the much larger 
Kiwanis Family.   

In addition to the fun and interaction we have with our own Division Interclubs, we had 
over 30 members representing 8 clubs join a Memphis meeting, and over 20 members and 
7 clubs with the Greater Club of Chicago.  Both were blown away by our attendance and 
our accomplishments.  Congratulations, what can I say? YOU ROCK! 

Along with my deepest gratitude and pride, here is my New Year’s Message for each of 
you. 

Forget the kindness that you do, as soon as you have done it;  
Forget the praise that falls on you, the moment you have won it. 

Forget the slander that you hear, before you can repeat it; 
Forget each slight, each spite, each sneer, wherever you may meet it. 

Remember every kindness done, to you, no matter what its measure; 
Remember praise by others won, and pass it on with pleasure. 

Remember every promise made, and keep it to the letter; 
Remember those who lend you aid, and be a grateful debtor. 
Remember all the happiness that comes your way in living; 
Forget each worry and distress, be hopeful and forgiving. 

Remember good, remember truth, and to yourself be true. 
And you will find through passing time, true joy and hearts that love you! 

Homework Assignments: I have a GOLD STAR for Camarillo.  They completed their 
homework.  Allen shared this little bit of wisdom he read and remembered.  Wise old 
grandmothers' definition. "Success is when you look back at your life and the memories 
make you smile." 

This month’s message is, “Take time to be friendly - It is the road to happiness.” So your home-
work is to share something you did for a friend that brought happiness. I can’t believe a 
Kiwanian would find this a hard assignment. 

“January” Info:  If were born between Dec. 22nd and Jan. 19th,  you are Capricorn.    
After the 19th, you are Aquarius.  Interested in info about your sign,? Here you go: 
https://www.astrology-zodiac-signs.com. 

Truly  Canadian:  Did you know that every McIntosh apple in the world is descended 
from a single tree discovered in Ontario in 1811? 

Thank you for taking the time to chat.   

Take care until we meet again. 

 Debbie 

Fireside        
with Deb 

 

https://www.quotes-inspirational.com/quotes/friendly/
https://www.quotes-inspirational.com/quotes/road/
https://www.quotes-inspirational.com/happiness.php
https://www.astrology-zodiac-signs.com
mailto:debbieltgov@gmail.com


 

 

Camarillo                          Allen Grizzard-Paul Reporting 
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December proved to be a very sad time for Camarillo Kiwanis.  We lost our treasurer, Bob Gaboury, to the 
dreaded COVID just before Christmas.   Bob was not only our treasurer, he was also our webmaster, Zoom host, 
and technical advisor who spent many hours resolving all our communication problems. 

Bob was born on February 8, 1940 in Montreal, QC Canada.  He enlisted in the United States Navy in 1960 where 
he spent 20 years proudly serving our country, including time in Viet Nam and 13 months at McMurdo,          
Antarctica operating the Penguin Power and Light station. In 1997 he married Linda Thayer, daughter of one of 
our club’s founding members, George Thayer, and eventually they both became members of the Kiwanis family. 

On a happier note, we were able to present our Immediate Past KIWIN’S Lt. Governor of Turquoise Division, 
Cecilia (Cece) Wong, with the “Youth of the Year” Award, which is one of the Top Ten Awards voted on by the 
Camarillo Chamber of Commerce. Past President Doug Hill submitted Cece’s name on behalf of Kiwanis, and  
fittingly was able to present the award, even though it was on Cece’s doorstep due to social distancing.  

Doug Hill presenting Immediate Past KIWIN’S Lt. Governor, Cecilia Wong, with the 
“Youth of the Year” award.  



 

 

Conejo Valley                        Roger Klausler Reporting 
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Kiwanis of Conejo Valley put its holiday focus quite literally on one child, one community at a time through its 
support of local families experiencing financial hardship or health and personal challenges. 

We “adopted” a family through our Foundation’s $400 donation to the BumbleBee Foundation. The Foundation 
is a 501(c)(3) based in Southern California that assists families who have a child battling pediatric cancer. 

https://www.bumblebeefoundation.org  Our donation was then passed back to us to buy gifts for 4-year-old 
Matthew, shown with his Paw Patrol Marshall. In addition to that and the Lightning McQueen clothing and   

monster trucks on Matthew’s wish list, our donation to the Foundation also provided to his parents $100 gift 
cards for gasoline and for general expenses. 

We helped Santa Claus, Sommer Barwick from Conejo Parks and Recreation, and officers from the Thousand 
Oaks Police Department to buy, wrap, and deliver gifts to about 25 kids in the Safe Passage Program.  Safe  
Passage is an alternative to traditional policing that replaces what a gang offers; it isolates existing gang   
members from the micro-community by building trust between law enforcement, children and families.  

https://safepassageyouth.org  After Santa and the officers had given out all the gifts, the kids waved good-bye 
to Santa and wished a Merry Christmas to his police escorts. 

President Sheromie Vittachi delivered to Lt. Governor   
Debbie a trunkful of  blankets hand-made by our members. 

Our club’s Secret Santa party began with quaffs of holiday libations and Betty Stapleford reading the poem “If I 
Ran The Zoom,” a Dr. Seuss parody by Rod Richards. Then Sheromie accompanied herself on the guitar and 

sang “Silver Bells.” As we opened our Secret Santa gifts throughout the party, we recalled Christmas traditions 
or memories that we had as kids.  Santa’s gifts varied from the practical to the whimsical.  See Tom Stapleford’s 

Tesla T-shirt. An attempt at singing a couple Christmas carols to which we couldn’t remember the words was 
followed by videos of Band Aid’s “Do They Know It’s Christmas” from 1984 and José Feliciano’s “Feliz Navidad.” 
We closed by answering holiday trivia questions and filled in the blanks in “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” to which 

most of us fortunately DID remember the words.  

https://safepassageyouth.org


 

 

Moorpark                             Ute Van Dam Reporting 
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Ventura County Superior Court 
Judge and Moorpark Kiwanian 
Catherine Voelker (R) is sworn 

into office on January 5.    
Member Mindy Yaras (L) 

cheers her on at the ceremony!  

Every week, Debbie Lee delivers        
meals through the Senior                     
Concerns organization.  

Moorpark Kiwanis organized 
and sponsored the Military  

Banner program. The banners      
were recently installed      

along Tierra Rejada.  

Left - Mark and Ute Van Dam display their handmade Blanket Buddies.                                          
Right - Barbara Eisenberg gets crafty making multiple no-sew blankets for our Division project. 

Members Debbie Lee and Jackie Flame help sort toys, and are joined by Santa’s Elves                           
Bruce Rokos and Ute Van Dam to spread holiday cheer at the Moorpark Pantry Plus. 
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Oxnard                                TinaMarie Martinez Reporting 

The Key Club Division 42 West end of the year DCM was attended by Oxnard Kiwanis members 
Marsha Cordes and Kathy Sullivan. Marsha Cordes was named advisor of the quarter.  

Our January general meeting was well attended, with members from Oxnard Key Clubs, 
Santa Susana Kiwanis, and Lt. Governor Debbie.  
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Santa Barbara                 Anita Dominocielo-Ho Reporting 

Blanket Donations 
It was recommended by Division 42 Lt.         
Governor Debbie that each of the clubs would 
take on the task of making 5 blankets for      
children in foster homes or other such sites with 
children. Santa Barbara being overachievers  
decided to make over 30 blankets. It has been a 
successful project during this isolation period.  

L-R: Nancy Butterfield coordinated the blanket project. She was able to recruit and sweet talk 9 Kiwanians to be 
part of the assembly team. Ron Stankoski took up sewing during his retirement/pandemic, so was very happy 
to help with the blankets. Stacey Mertus shows off her beautifully assembled blankets. Michelle McConnell was 
the champion of blanket making. She assembled 10 in record time. Angela Miller Beven gives a thumbs up for  

finishing her blanket. She said it was not as easy as it looks!  

L-R: Juli Askew is hidden behind the many blankets that she assembled. Lauren Loza proudly 
displays her finished products. Ten blankets were donated to Angels Foster Care agency. Executive Director  

Holly Carmody was appreciative. Francesca Sen, Noah’s Anchorage Support and Outreach Services Coordinator, 
accepts 10 blankets for the youth they serve. I wish you could see her smile !  

Canopy Donation! 
The students from Cleveland School are 

able to attend in person outdoor classes with 
social distancing. Kiwanis provided them 

with 4 canopies. These shelters protect them 
from the hot sun or windy days.  
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Santa Susana                         Debbie Heaslip Reporting 

 

Former Santa Susana 
HS Key Club      

President Breezy 
Scranton came home 
for a visit with Mom 
(Santa Su member 

Sherry) and Dad. She 
enjoyed a break from 
Vet School and fun 

with the kitty. 

 
 

Members Gary and 
Karen White enjoyed 

a quite holiday      
season at home.   

Apparently Lasagna 
is the traditional   
holiday dinner at 

their house. 
Sounds yummy!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Samaritan Center helped unload 24 
boxed dinners of  salad, ham, mac & cheese, 

fruit, and dessert prepared by Debbie. 

Anastasia and the 
kids, Anthony and 

Alaynna, are all 
smiles on Christmas       

morning. 
Of  course, it may 
be because they  
had just finished 

opening their     
presents. 

 

President Margaret Zoetewey’s daughter 
and grandaughters got together to  

decorate their real tree for the holidays 
in Florida.  

Santa Susana wishes Kiwanis members 
and their families all the best for 2021. 
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Simi Valley                  Nellann Wilson & Nick Esser Reporting 

A 2020 Retrospective 
We look back on a uniquely memorable year. 

Rocking the District Mid-year conference in San Gabriel; Serving monthly meals for Samaritan Center - often 
with help from SLPs; Working at the Simi Youth Baseball opening day pancake breakfast. 

Round*Up Country Music Festival made it just under the lock-down wire; Individual members made masks and         
receiving blankets - for profit and charity; Still in Tune “dis-banded” due to members moving. 

Meals on Wheels for Covid shut-ins, Police thank-you luncheon set-up, Flag pole donation for Free Clinic, Our 
first Great American Food Drive (of two.) 

A socially-distanced Installation Dinner, Our annual Garage Sale, Helping at our community’s Halloween         
celebration, Great American Food Drive #2 on Veterans Day, Club member Lorraine completes her First Lady’s 

project: hundreds of books for kidSTREAM museum library. 

Christmas cards For The Troops; More tie blankets, pillows, happy bags, buddy dolls, and hospital gowns for Op-
eration Smile, City of Hope, and foster homes; Zoom, Zoom, Zoom! 
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Thousand Oaks                      John Prescott Reporting 

Club Secretary Gloria Dyok displays some of the eighteen blankets that the Thousand Oaks 
Club delivered to Lieutenant Governor Debbie Heaslip for the Division 42 “Blanket Buddies” 
project.  These no-sew blankets will be donated to the Ventura County Foster Care program 
and local women’s shelters.  Members Melissa Cam and Sherrill Hyink  provided the      
blankets for our donation.  

On December 2, the Thousand Oaks Club heard a program presented by Buen Vecino (“Good Neighbor”) a local 
non-profit that advocates for and supports immigrants.  Members asked Willie Lubka, Buen Vecino’s Executive 

Director, how we could help.  In response, Willie mentioned a toy drive they were organizing for children of 
farmworkers, many of whom are immigrants.  Enough said.  Ten days later, President Craig Burns, along with 

Doug (Santa's Helper) Ryan, loaded up a car full of toys and books collected by Club members to donate for the 
toy drive.  Willie and his son were on hand to accept the holiday offerings.  Willie said we gave much more than 

expected, and our generosity would go a long way to fill their needs this holiday season.  

On December 14, Vice-President and Community Services Committee 
Chair Mary Sepe dropped off 70 turkey sandwich meals she had prepared 
to help Harbor House feed the homeless and other food insecure           
individuals in the community.  Other members have volunteered to      
continue this service project on a monthly basis. 

The Kiwanis Club of Thousand Oaks supported 24 local families with a total donation of over $1,200 from our 
members.  Each family received a $50 gift card, and a holiday greeting with our best wishes.  The receiving 

organization is a pre-school, previously called Neighborhood for Learning, now part of the Conejo Valley   
Unified School District.  The director, Amie Mills, has worked with our Kiwanis Club for several years.  She 
identified families with children at the school who could use help this season.  In past years our club has 

helped 6-10 families with gifts and gift cards. This year we decided that, with the pandemic, the best option 
is to provide cards that families can use for gifts, clothes, or food.  

Here is the Kiwanis Club of Thousand Oaks donating Toys for Tots for a second time in two 
weeks! All those toys you see were from us! Thanks to all those who have donated. We 
needed to get these toys out earlier than usual, as they must go through a four-day        
quarantine before they get prepared for distribution in the Conejo Valley.  
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Ventura                                Matt Kohagen Reporting 

* We are hosting a Socks Drive for the homeless at                  
the end of January. 

* Three of our members are working on the blanket     
project. 

* We will soon be hosting a “Community Key Club” for 
Ventura County which offers an option to join an 
online Key Club for students whose school doesn’t 
have one.   

* We hold Zoom meetings the 1st and 3rd Fridays at 
noon, and every 3rd Thursday at 6pm which is our 
KAD Club - Kiwanis After Dark. 

Ventura Suburban              Brendan Hendrick Reporting 

Our Beardzardly fundraiser is over. We raised  over $200.00 in guesses 
and donations. The winning guess hit the length exactly. That length 
was 26 inches. We would like to thank all those that helped us have a 
little fun with this half-decade loss. The winner will receive $100.00 as 
part of the 50/50. 
 
The winner is: Yvonne Glassey. 
 
Congratulations Yvonne.  
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Kiwanis District Signature Project Contest 2021 
 District Selection from Each Tier will be Submitted for Kiwanis International Contest! 

Does your Club have a Signature Project to Share and Submit for an Award?  

Signature projects show the impact a Kiwanis club can have on a community. From playgrounds and parks to festivals and 
fundraisers, signature projects are the hallmarks of what Kiwanis clubs are known for in their communities.   

Kiwanis International will host the Fifth Annual Signature Project Recognition Program for districts in 2021. Clubs with 27 
members or fewer will be judged in the Tier I category. Clubs with 28 members or more will be judged in Tier II category. 

Clubs should submit their project details using the online contest submission form. 

One club-level signature project submitted from within the Cal-Nev-Ha District from each tier will be selected to 
represent the District for the International level contest. 

Then, the Kiwanis International Board Committee on Service and Partnerships will review qualifying District submissions and 
select the 10 finalists in each tier. The finalists will be recognized at the Kiwanis International convention in Salt Lake City, UT, 
where the top winners will be announced and receive awards. Finalists will be notified of their selection in time to take ad-
vantage any discounted convention early registration rates.  

The goal of this contest is to recognize clubs that participate in signature projects that have a positive impact on their communi-
ties and to inspire all clubs to create meaningful signature projects and fundraisers. 

The project should follow the criteria outlined here. 

Ready to apply?! Entries are due at midnight ET on Sunday, January 31, 2021.  

For more information and qualifying criteria, visit the Kiwanis International website.  
For many clubs, Covid restrictions may have impacted your ability to hold your annual event, so you are encouraged to submit 
your project based on the previous year's execution. If you were able to conduct a Covid-modified event, you are encouraged to 
also submit your revised version. As a reminder, there is no restriction on clubs entering their same project from year-to-year - 
so even if you submitted a project previously, please submit again for this year's contest!  

 
 
 
 

Learning and living leadership out loud 
Everyone can identify a great leader. But what makes a leader great?  

It takes education and training. That’s why we’re introducing Kiwanis Amplify — a leadership program for any-
one who wants to amplify their skills to help them build and lead a team.  

Through Kiwanis Amplify, participants will learn skills to improve more than their Kiwanis club. They’ll get the 
tools needed to improve communities, careers, schools — the lives of adults and children everywhere.  

Interactive modules will be released weekly. Participants can work through the material at their own pace and 
will have the chance to interact in online discussions with cohorts moving through the curriculum. The program 
culminates with an in-person or online session during the 2021 Kiwanis International Convention in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, June 23-26, 2021. 

Get answers to some of the frequently asked questions about Kiwanis Amplify. 

The participation fee is US$200. Individuals may nominate themselves or a club, division or district may sponsor 
participants for Kiwanis Amplify. 

Visit kiwanis.org/amplify to learn more about the program and suggest members you think would benefit from 
participating. 

https://kiwanis.formstack.com/forms/2021signatureprojectcontest_english
https://www.kiwanis.org/clubs/member-resources/service-projects/signature-projects
/kiwanis.formstack.com/forms/2021signatureprojectcontest_english
https://www.kiwanis.org/clubs/member-resources/service-projects/signature-projects/contest
https://www.kiwanis.org/clubs/member-resources/training/kiwanis-amplify/kiwanis-amplify-faq
https://kiwanis.org/amplify


 

 

Division 42 Clubs & Meetings 
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mailto:gloriadyok@verizon.net


 

 

Division 42 Calendar of Events 
Training & Club Events Division Council Meetings 
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A M A Z O N  S M I L E
Valentine's Day is coming up! Have you gotten that
special someone in your life a gift? Don't wait until
the last minute! Shop for the perfect present
at smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1623498 and Amazon
will donate a portion to the CNH Children's Fund at
no extra cost to you. You shop, Amazon gives!

News You Can Use
from the Cal-Nev-Ha Children's  Fund

K i w a n i s  C a l - N e v - H a  F o u n d a t i o n ,  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  a s  t h e  C a l - N e v - H a  C h i l d r e n ' s  F u n d
9 0 9 . 7 3 6 . 1 7 0 7   |  f o u n d a t i o n @ c n h k i w a n i s . o r g

Registration is now open for
our first ever virtual tailgate:
for Red, White, or Brews! 

Register today to make sure
you're on time for game day!

F O U N D E R S  D A Y

The CNH Children's Fund recently celebrated its
55th birthday! In honor of our birthday, we invite
clubs to make a Founder's Day gift. 

For just $5 per member, your club's gift enables the
CNH Children's Fund to provide grants to our
Kiwanis clubs  and supports our student leaders
with scholarships and leadership training.

Have you heard? Matching Dunlaps are back! For
a $500 contribution, you can receive a new or
upgraded Dunlap Fellowship award; the
remaining $500 will be matched with PTP funds
raised by our hardworking and generous SLP
members.  There are only 50 awards available!
Learn more about this limited-time offer and
recognize a deserving individual today!

D I N N E R  A N Y W H E R E
Have you purchased your Dinner Anywhere raffle
tickets yet? With a prize value of up to $4,500, the
winner will receive round-trip airfare for two,
lodging for two nights, a rental car, and a gift
certificate for dinner to any restaurant in the CNH
District! Buy your ticket from any director or
contact the CNH Children's Fund office today!

C H A M P I O N S  F O R  C H I L D R E N
When you enroll in our sustaining donor program,
Champions for Children, you empower youth,
prevent trauma, and transform lives. Learn more  
and sign up to be a Champion for Children today!

"Everything is perfect!"
R EAD  H O W  T H E  K I W A N I S  C L U B  O F  G A L T  S P R E A D

H O L I D A Y  C H E E R  W I T H  A  C L U B  G R A N T !

Once you've registered and
saved Saturday, February
13th on your calendar, learn
five simple ways you can
support our Virtual Tailgate
and make sure it's grand
slam! 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 1

m a t c h i n g  d u n l a p s

https://www.cnhfoundation.org/yes
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1623498
https://one.bidpal.net/cnhchildrensfund/welcome
https://www.cnhfoundation.org/make-a-donation/
https://www.cnhfoundation.org/category/grant-success-stories/
https://www.cnhfoundation.org/category/scholarship-success-stories/
https://cnhkiwanis.box.com/s/zkp6jc7y5scgidxjf1p4wkvfxsbvrimw
https://www.cnhfoundation.org/how-to-help/champions-for-children-monthly-giving-initiative/
https://www.cnhfoundation.org/how-to-help/champions-for-children-monthly-giving-initiative/
https://www.cnhfoundation.org/how-to-help/champions-for-children-monthly-giving-initiative/
https://www.cnhfoundation.org/latest-news/spreading-holiday-cheer-in-galt/
https://cnhkiwanis.app.box.com/s/wxzyiybwaycv02m1xk6716itaexr70cd


 

 

Roses are Red, Violets are Blue, order 
today and your friends will LOVE YOU!  

The Kiwanis Club's See's fundraiser is 
going on now—same price as the store.  

Order by January 26 and we will        
deliver your order to you (in Simi and 
Moorpark,) the first week of February!  
All proceeds will be used for high school 

scholarships for our Simi Valley         
students! THANK YOU!!!!!   

ORDER HERE:                                    
https://form.jotform.com/60328682180152  

https://form.jotform.com/60328682180152
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