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My father, Albert, was a World War II veteran and Purple Heart with a   
cluster recipient. He was also one of the most generous persons I’ve known.  

When he went off to war, he had every intention of coming back to the love 
of his life, my mother, Rachel. It was that intention that I’m quite sure drove 
him to be the best soldier he could be, by protecting himself and the men 
around him. He shared a story of not wanting to leave behind his wounded 
friend James in a fox hole, but was ordered to. He also told us about running 
alone through the landmine-infested Hürtgen Forest in Germany in 1944. 
It’s a miracle that my siblings and I are even here. 

I always knew my father to give a hand to those in need. In his retirement 
years, he would take his broom and walk up to the corner market on       
Vineyard Ave. in El Rio and sweep the parking lot just so that our little   
community looked clean and tidy to passersby. Some days he would drive 
and go look for his longtime friend who lived on the streets of Oxnard and 
bring him home and feed him and then give him some work so that he could 
put some money in his pocket to help him survive. My father gave me a front 
seat to the fruits of good intentions.  

As much as I feel I fall short, I will continue to work on my intentions. 

Good intentions are what separates us Kiwanians and other service group 
members from the rest of the world. Our intention to make the world a     
better place comes from a generous place that each of us has. 

As I reflect on the two celebratory events I attended this past Veteran’s Day 
weekend, I think of the sacrifices these men and women made. I think of the 
sacrifices they made of themselves and their families. They risked it all to 
protect us and to protect democracy. I think of my father running through 
the forest in Germany and his intention to make it back home. I think of his 
generous heart and his warm smile that everybody loved. 

In honor of those who served and fought for us, I ask you all to have the    
intention to be generous, to be kind, and to be thankful for your opportunity 
to make this world a better place.  

My father would have been 100 years old today as I write this on November 
14th. We had 96 great years with him. 

Hail Kiwanis International! 

Rodney 
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Rodney’s 

Reflections 
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Camarillo                          Allen Grizzard-Paul Reporting 
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Moorpark                              Ute Van Dam Reporting 
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Oxnard                                Rodney Medina Reporting 
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Santa Barbara Walt Browne, Nancy Butterfield, Marsha Gray, and Janice Rorick Reporting 
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Santa Susana                         Debbie Heaslip Reporting 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS 
Our members  have prepared  and delivered ten 

Thanksgiving baskets, even during Covid. 
Baskets include seasonal décor, turkey, stuffing, 
yams, potatoes, veggies, gravy, rolls, cranberry, 

pie, and whipped cream.   



Simi Valley                           Shelley Howard Reporting 
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Thousand Oaks                     John Prescott Reporting 
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Ventura                                      Bart Bleuel Reporting 
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I hope this finds you well. My name is Lucia Wong and I am a current senior at Rancho 
Campana High School. I am writing to introduce you to an organization that I am involved 
with called California Nevada Hawaii KIWIN'S (CNH KIWIN'S), which is a club on 
campus at Rancho Campana. CNH KIWIN'S is a youth-led community service organization 
that operates under the umbrella of Key Club International. Our mission is to develop 
leadership skills and promote service among high school students in California, Nevada, 
and Hawaii. 

Through our involvement in CNH KIWIN'S, members engage in a wide range of community 
service projects, participate in volunteer work, and attend leadership conferences 
and training sessions. We have the opportunity to make a positive impact on our       
communities, gain valuable leadership experience, and form lifelong friendships. You can 
find out more about our organization at kiwins.org! 

On the last page of this newsletter you will find a PDF of our donation letter which   
outlines the different tiers of sponsorships and details what you can expect from us if you 
decide to sponsor our organization. As well as our link to the sponsorship payment 
form: bit.ly/SponsorKIWINS23. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please don't hesitate to contact our sponsorship advisor Anna Wu at (626) 
348-9705. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4CAEAE2DA6F8C16-2024
http://kiwins.org
http://bit.ly/SponsorKIWINS23
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Division 42 Clubs & Meetings 
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Division 42 Calendar of Events 
Training & Club Events Division Council Meetings 
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YOU CAN USE

Kiwanians, are you looking for a meaningful recognition opportunity? Why not
consider presenting a Service Award to someone who has gone above and
beyond? Governor Carole will begin her official visits in January and is eager to
recognize deserving individuals with a Distinguished Service Award,
Community Service Award, or Youth Service Award. It’s never too early to
start thinking about who deserves recognition this year. This is a fantastic
opportunity to show your appreciation for their dedication and diligence. Order
your Service Awards today! 

S e r v i c e  A w a r d s

Download Pin/Patch Request Form
Download the Pediatric Trauma Program
Grant Packet

Every year, Cal-Nev-Ha Kiwanians have the
opportunity to support a project chosen by the
Governor's spouse or family. This year, Governor
Carole and her family have chosen to address the
growing mental health crisis facing children and
teens. By contributing to the First Family Focus,
you can help young people obtain the mental
health services they need. Below are some
resources that can assist members, clubs, and
divisions in addressing mental health issues.

D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3

Simply put, you can maximize your retirement benefits and help support your
favorite charity with Qualified Charitable Distributions. If you're required to
take minimum distributions from your traditional retirement accounts,
consider an alternative to higher taxable income. Congress created Qualified
Charitable Distribution rules as a way for donors to transfer their Required
Minimum Distribution or RMD, directly to their favorite charity, like the Cal-Nev-
Ha Children's Fund. By doing so, you can both lower your taxable income and
support a great cause. Check out our Required Minimum Distribution FAQ's.

r e q u i r e d  m i n i m u m  d i s t r i b u t i o n

Did you know the Cal-Nev-Ha Children's Fund offers several
grants that can assist in funding your next service project? During
the 2022-23 administrative year, your generosity provided nearly
$55,000 in grants to our Kiwanis family clubs to support their
service projects. Check out the grant options available, select a
service project, and submit your  grant application today! Need
some inspiration? Browse our grant success stories.

S e r v i c e  P r o j e c t  G r a n t s  A v a i l a b l e

As a Past Lieutenant Governor, the greatest skill
I was able to receive was public speaking and
networking! Being in a higher position on the
District Board meant talking in large crowds and
learning to communicate with a wide range of
people! I gained confidence speaking in big
crowds and going up to adults, asking them
questions and networking which is a huge help to
my career path as a Business woman! 

https://www.cnhfoundation.org/how-to-help/first-family-focus/
https://cnhkiwanis.app.box.com/s/xazsrpr7aud84cu91tpv
https://cnhkiwanis.app.box.com/s/hmrk6xidyj012kedrpkx6m1fioznok6s
https://cnhkiwanis.app.box.com/v/youthserviceaward
https://cnhkiwanis.app.box.com/s/eql2tcl26j8ujg5c5z04n881p68bzfm5
https://cnhkiwanis.app.box.com/s/xyv7l6a0xdcbgyjvq5qh
https://cnhkiwanis.app.box.com/s/xyv7l6a0xdcbgyjvq5qh
https://cnhkiwanis.app.box.com/s/zzjt1kkewr3sx3py5p80s5a8bjnl283m
https://www.cnhfoundation.org/what-we-do/grantmaking-awards/
https://cnhkiwanis.app.box.com/v/Grantmaking
https://www.cnhfoundation.org/category/grant-success-stories/


https:/www.simivalleykiwanis.com


mailto:sskiwanisinfo@gmail.com




https://bit.ly/SponsorKIWINS23

