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DID YOU KNOW? Archdiocese of Los An-
geles fingerprinting procedures: The Arch-
diocese provides fingerprinting services free
of charge and works with the California De-
partment of Justice to have these fingerprints
submitted and scanned by the appropriate
agencies. Anyone in the archdiocese who has
regular contact with minors or vulnerable
adults, whether in a paid or volunteer position,
must be fingerprinted before they can begin
work. For more information about fingerprint-
ing protocols, visit https://handbook.la-
archdiocese.org/chapter-9/section-9-3.

Third Sunday of Lent

March 12, 2023

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
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ST PATRICK’S DINNER IS TODAY!
Drive-thru pick ups will start at 10:30am by the covered
lunch area.
Thank you to Paul Ishii & Armida Ishii for chairing the event
and being our head chefs. Thank you the Maryknoll Karate
for donating the Corned Beef, LA Produce Fresh for the ap-
ples, Paul & Armida Ishi for the Ham, Mary Shimabukuro,
Alice Doi, Angela Nakamura, Lynn Nakamura and all our
donors and volunteers. We will have the report in the next
few weeks.

MASS SCHEDULE

No Weekday Masses while Fr Doan is away on retreat.

Mass Intentions for the Week: S H D EM
Saturday, March 11, 2023 Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. English
5:00 p.m. ‘fFrank Kawana Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m.  Japanese
Sunday, March 12, 2023 10:00a.m.  English
8:30 a.m. 'I'George Sasabuchi No Weekday Mass until Fr Doan returns in mid-March
10:00 a.am  tFrancis Kikuchi
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Please support SFXC’s own Boy Scout Troop 145
by purchasing a Camp Card.

Camp Cards offer over $200 in discounts to numerous busi-
ness like Smart and Final, LEGOLAND, Six Flags, Magic
Mountain, Big 5 and more. They are $10 each, but even one
use at Smart & Final will pay for itself. The proceeds will help
the Scouts attend summer camps and achieve other Scouting
goals. To purchase, please contact the Scoutmaster, Doug
Kim at douglashkim2@gmail.com. Thank you!
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-CLASSES-

SELF DEFENSE CLASS
Sunday, March 19th at 11:20 am.

LENTEN DAY OF RECOLECTOIN
Date to be announced.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Sundayv, March 19, 2023

1" Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a

Psalm: 23:1-3a, 3b-4,5,6

2" Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14

Gospel: 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
Please see the missalette for the daily readings or go to:
WWW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION
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Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: will be on the 1st Thursdays
of the month after the noon Mass. Also available at
anytime, please call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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Thank you to Fr Thien Nguyen, SBD & Fr Gerald Hudson,
S.J. for celebrating this weekend’s Masses with us.
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NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
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NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. EERNTOREIFIEZ TT LY,
LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. Items will be retained for only one month.
S, BEFEMCEVEET IV, —7r ABROBRENTZLET,

March 17th marks the 170th Anniversary of the
Emergence of the Hidden Christians Japan.

The Christian in Japan went into hiding during the perse-
cution. In 1873, when the ban on Christianity was lifted in
Japan, a group of Hidden Christian introduced themselves
to Fr Bernard Petitjean at the Oura Church in Nagasaki.
Let us remember all those who have suffered persecution
for their faith in Universal Church and our God.
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Message from Fr. Doan

Dear brothers and sisters,

Water is the major theme of the gospel. Jesus asked for a drink then offered the woman or
living water. The term was deliberately ambiguous. Ordinary people, of course, didn’t have
running water in their homes. That why they all have to come to a well nearby to draw wa-
ter. The woman interpreted the term “living water” to mean a fountain water or a spring. She
had no idea that the living water Jesus was talking about was the water that would lead to
eternal life. Life, as we all know, depend on water. Recently in the news they have talking
about whether there was water on the planet Mars and if so how recently it existed there.
The main issue, of course, is if the water was there at one time, then life could have existed
there too. There is no life without water. Similarly, we Christians see our own beginning in
the life of grace starting with the water, the water of baptism.

Another feature of today’s gospel is to notice this woman gradually coming to know Jesus in
fuller and deeper way. She initially addresses Jesus as “sir,” a polite title, then she recog-
nize him as a prophet, then she begins to believe he is the Christ, that is, the Messiah. In
her excitement she forgot about the water she came to get, and ran into the town to tell
everyone about him. The town’s people concluded that he was even more than the Jewish
Messiah, the savior of the Jews, but he was truly the savior of the world.

Everything in today’s gospel started with a conversation between Jesus and the woman.
And so, we will never get to know the Lord if we don'’t take time to talk with him. He comes
in ordinary ways, and shows up the mystery about himself in such simple things as water,
bread and wine which is the most need for our human life on earth. The important thing is to
make time to listen, to respond, and to have conversation with God. We need such a prayer
in our daily life. We never get to know anyone in life without spending time with them, and
so, if the Lord is important to us, we need to set time aside to spend with him too.

Fr Doan
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OFFERINGS: Thank you for your generous support.
Last Weekend'’s Donations: $2,150.014

Pray for the Response of the Soul of
Fr. Paul Nguyen Hoai Chuong, SBD.
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Fr Doan will be returning later this week from his

LENT: All are encouraged to participate in the Eu- month long silent retreat and vacation.

charistic liturgy, in the sacrament of penance, in

devotions such as Stations of the Cross, vigils and
prayer services. Other suggested traditional prac-
tices include increased prayer, scripture and other
spiritual readings, almsgiving, personal sacrifices in

Next week, our parish will take up The Catholic
Relief Services Collection (CRSC). Funds from
this collection help provide food to the hungry, sup-
port to displaced refugees, and bring Christ’s love
and mercy to all people here at home and abroad.
Next week, please give generously to the CRSC,
and help Jesus in disguise. Learn more about the
collection at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. Enve-
lopes are in the bulletin and at the back of the

food and drink, increased corporeal acts of mercy
such a caring for and/or serving the sick and
needy. For more details on Lenten duties and regu-
lations, including abstinence and fasting, please
pick up the information sheet on the table at the
back of the church. church.




