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DID YOU KNOW? Recognizing the signs of
physical abuse: Safe adults should be on the
lookout for signs of physical abuse in children in
their care. Some signs include frequent bruises
or cuts, frequent and unexplained absences or
injuries. Physical abuse can include hitting,
kicking, shaking, or other forceful actions, re-
sulting in harm or even death. Children who are
suffering from physical abuse may be distrustful
or reluctant to receive physical contact, and
may dress inappropriately for the season, wear-
ing long pants or long-sleeved shirts to hide in-
juries. For more information, read the VIR-
TUS® article “Recognizing Child Maltreatment”
at lacatholics.org/did-you-know/.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2023

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to S5pm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
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ST FRANCIS XAVIER TOY DRIVE: Help us bring the gift
of joy to a child this Christmas by donating a new, un-
wrapped toy or small sports equipment from now until De-
cember 19th. All donations will be dropped off at a local
fire station in support of the Spark of Love Toy Drive.

NOTE: Please NO toy weapons (i.e.,
guns, knives, lightsabers, etc.), glass
products, liquids, and toiletries (i.e.,
fragrances, nail polish, etc.).
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WE NEED YOUR HELP REBUILDING THE LIST OF
PARISHIONER (current and former) & ALUMNI who will
be turning 80 or OLDER IN 2024. Names with address-
ees can be emailed to the office at: info@sfxcjcc.org or
putting it in the collection basket. THANK YOU!
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RED POINSETTIAS are needed to decorate our Chapel
for Christmas. You can be a part of the preparation to wel-
come Baby Jesus by donating red poinsettias. Please bring
and leave them in the chapel between Sunday, December
17t and Christmas Eve. You may also drop them off at the
Office when the church is closed. Special flower envelopes
are also available in the vestibule of the Church.

Mass Intentions I HDEM

Saturday, December 9th

5:00 p.m. TDoris Joko, (The Masada Family)
Sunday, December 10th
8:30 a.m. FShizuye Suzuki, FJoe Suzuki & TMary Ichino
(The Nakamura Family)
10:00 a.m. FMargaret Kimiko Higashi, (Ali Ann Higashi)

Monday, December 11th
12:05 p.m. Special Intention, (Tom Van Schaich)

Tuesday, December 12th No Mass

Wednesday, December 13th
12:05 p.m. tLeocadio Galang. (Rose and Roselle Cespon)

Thursday, December 14th
12:05 p.m. For the sick of the Parish

Friday, December 15th
12:05 p.m. Marcello Amba & Marc Ellis Sagaral Amba
(birthdays), (Rose & Roselle Cespon)

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. English
Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. Japanese
10:00 a.m.  English

Please join us for Weekday Masses at 12:05 p.m. on
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
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NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
EERNICEIFEIREZFFLRAL CEMNHFASATOET,
NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. BEZ2HNTOHREIFIEZ TTF LY,
LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. Items will be retained for only one month.
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READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT,
December 17, 2023
1" Reading: Isaiah: 61:1-2A, 10-11
Psalm:: Luke 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54
2" Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28
Please see the missalette for the daily readings or go to:
WWW.USCCB.org/bible/readings

B0 BIEHOEENS
FRHE=XH
[I] A H+61-1-2a, 10-11
[&] JLA1-46-55, KIE
[0I] @FHBo=/45-16-24
[f8] 32/ \x1-6-8, 19-28
SEOEZHHEMT “BEELHL” OBRAICH>TUVET,

ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: available at anytime, please
call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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Fr. Doan’s Corner
Dear brothers and sisters,

The beginning of the Mark’s Gospel is the story of John the Baptist and the way for Jesus to come, dif-
ferent from Matthew and Luke began with Jesus Christmas. Why? Because the Mark’s Gospel is writ-
ten to the Romans. According to the customs of the Romans, the important figure having announcers
to notify people for his/her coming a few days in advance, both to highlight the importance of that im-
portant figure, and let people to repair the roads. The roads of his/her coming must be upright, flat,
clean, and for the people to welcome him/her solemnly on both sides of the road. Therefore, the writer
tried to introduce Jesus to the Roman Christians and start the Gospel with the story of John the Baptist
that would be more effective and attract more attention. In addition, to express the specially important
figure by clearing the ways, the roads of his coming, the writer also quoted the words of the prophets
Isaiah and Malakia that announced about 500 years earlier, “I am sending my messenger to prepare
the way before me.” (Malachi 3: 1), “A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the LORD!
Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God.” (Isaiah 40: 3).

For us as we are starting the new liturgical year, we also need to prepare ourselves to welcome and
celebrate Jesus' coming into our lives and our society. So in order for the Lord to come to us, we must
prepare the path with its mood and straight for being ready to welcome the Lord, and willing to meet
Him at any cost.

Right straight is one of the main factors of righteousness and holiness. The idea of Christians needs to
create a upright and righteous position. Christians must be the one who respects the truth, thinks how
to say that truthfully: “Let your 'Yes' mean 'Yes,' and your 'No' mean 'No." Anything more is from the
evil one. (Mathew 5:37). Christians need to stay away from the false witness, the wicked man: « The
false witness will perish, but he who listens will finally have his say. The wicked man is brazenfaced,
but the upright man pays heed to his ways. (Proverb 21:28); «God loves righteousness, hate
evil» (Hebrews 1: 9); «He is disgusting with the winding mind» (Proverb 11:20). The cause of trans-
forming people into winding, fake images, conspiracy ... is the selfish mind of desire - fame, power,
money - with any means, including bad means, and equal to any price, including crimes. Since then,
people are attracted to their ambition and passion, leading themselves to the curve of crimes. There-
fore, “fixing the way to the person to go” basically is gradually eliminating the selfish tendency, liking to
put heavy “ego".

Our God is a God who always assimilates Godself with peoples. Therefore, to come and meet with
God nothing else that to come and meet Him in our peoples. And whoever want to come and see God,
he/she must find his/her happiness by discovering God in other people. For Christians, it is inseparable
God from others. So, welcoming the Lord, nothing makes God more satisfied as revising all our rela-
tionships with others for better and more gratitude. Live how everyone feels God's love in us.

Father Doan
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OFFERINGS: Thank you for your generous support.

We wish to thank everyone who came out for our

Sunday’s offering was $2,178.00.
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RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS: SE&iDIEESE % ZXix

Please join us for Weekday Masses at 12:05 p.m. on

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS: Help care for el-

ders. “Thanks to support from the Retirement Fund for Reli-

gious, we are now in a much better position to care for our
elders,” writes a religious sister. Your donation helps her reli-
gious community and hundreds of others provide for aging
members and plan for long-term needs. Please give to next
week’s Retirement Fund for Religious collection.

ADVENT RETREAT,
Japanese: TODAY SUNDAY DECEMBER 10TH, 11AM in AC 3
English: SUNDAY DECEMBER 17TH, 11AM.

Please sign up at the back of the Church.




