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On the cover: Don Pritchett and Ben Cummings (obscured by glare) arrive in Ben’s Sprite for the BMCNO show in 

downtown Covington, La. (photo by Max Menaker). 

From the President 

Ben Cummings 
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Spring has sprung! And the spring car festivals 

have begun. The New Orleans club had a won-

derful event in Covington. Our Max Menaker 

organized a classic car show in downtown Mo-

bile, The Downtown Showdown. And next 

weekend our neighbors in Florida, the PBCA, 

will hold their annual car festival in Seville 

Square. Experiencing springtime in our little 

British cars is wonderful. And seeing other cars 

at the spring events makes me want to 

polish the chrome, change the oil and 

drive. The bright sunshine but still 

cool air is refreshing. The cold 

dark days of winter are behind 

us. So, let’s get our cars out and 

drive them!  Show off your 

cars!  Now that it’s daylight 

longer, I hope to see more Brit-

ish cars at our regular monthly 

meetings. I’ll be asking who 

drove what and I’d like to hear a 

little about your car. Let’s make our 

monthly meeting look like a meeting of 

British car enthusiasts. I want to see some 

of your cars in the Don Carlos parking lot.  

Last month I asked everyone to bring a young 

person to this month’s meeting. Bring a son, 

daughter, grandson, granddaughter, or any 

young person with you to the meeting. We want 

to hear what they think about you and your 

British car. Is there a story you or your young 

person can tell about your British car?  Was 

there an adventure or funny event?  Or do they 

think it’s just weird?  I’m proud to bring my 

daughter. It will be interesting to hear what she 

thinks of my little hobby. I hope to meet and 

hear from other young people. It could be a lot 

of fun.  

Last month I flipped the meeting 

around and held the presenta-

tion before the regular boring 

business stuff. It gave the pre-

senter adequate time to make his 

presentation. And what an inter-

esting presentation it was. Thank 

you, Fred Veenschoten, for sharing 

images of cars and other mechanical 

things you find interesting.  

And lastly, the boring stuff. Included in this 

newsletter is a copy of our bylaws with some 

proposed changes [pp. 5-7-Ed.}. Please read 

through it and share your thoughts. I said at last 

month’s meeting that I want feedback and don’t 

want to be a president that forces changes 

quickly without adequate discussion. So, please 

take a little time and read the bylaws. At this 

month’s meeting I look forward to hearing what 

you think of the proposed changes.  

Safety Fast, 

Ben 



SABCC Club Officers 

President  Ben Cummings 

VP-Membership Rick Black 

VP-Activities  Dave Roloson 

Secretary  Peter Lee 

Treasurer  Donna Eagleson 

Member at Large Dick Bishop 

Member at Large Don Blosser 

Member at Large Tom Renick 

Member at Large Frank Stabler 

Member at Large Ron Wolverton 

Technical Advisor Pierre Fontana 

Technical Advisor Mike Darby 

Webmaster  Peter Lee 

Historian  Robb Ogletree 

Newsletter Editor Michael King 

Spark & Spanner is the official publication of the 

South Alabama British Car Club and is 

published monthly for the benefit of SABCC 

members. Permission to use this material by 

other British car club publications is granted 

provided credit is given to Spark & Spanner. 

Address comments or submissions to 

SparkSpanner@gmail.com. 

Membership in SABCC is open to anyone with 

an interest in classic or modern British cars, and 

dues are only $20 per year [Inflation? Not here! 

Well, at least until 2025, perhaps-Ed.]. 
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Spark & Spanner Submissions 

Ed. needs for your submissions for Spark & Spanner. 

Categories include 

• Activities Calendar: SABCC events, car 

shows, and other events worth noting 

• Sparks: news about club members, activities, 

and events 

• Spannering: car repairs, restoration projects, 

tips and tricks, and prepping a car for a show 

• Spare Parts: Auction Roundup, British car 

news, and whatever Ed. finds interesting 

• Gotcha!: how members acquired their cars 

• Around the Bend: Synopses of upcoming car 

shows and other events 

• Feature Stories: Longer general interest 

items 

• Classifieds: Sell your car or parts, or list what 

you need to buy 

Submissions should be sent to SparkSpan-

ner@gmail.com. Almost any text format is ac-

ceptable. Please include relevant photos.  



April 2024 
SU MO TUE WE TH FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
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21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

April 19 and 20, 2024 

PBCA Brits on the Bay 

The Panhandle British Car Association will host 

its annual show in Pensacola’s historic Seville 

Square on April 20, with the pre-show dinner at 

the nearby Museum of Commerce at 5:00 on the 

19th. Celebrating 100 years of MG (sound 

familiar?), this is the closest all-British show to 

our neck of the woods. Registration is now open 

at the low price of just $25 (the form is here). 

SABCC’s convey will leave the Jubilee Square 

Starbucks at 8:30 a.m. 

May 11, 2024 

Convoy to Cars & Coffee 

Meet your fellow British car enthusiasts to 

convoy to the big Cars & Coffee Event in 
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Around the Bend 

Upcoming Club Activities 

Spanish Fort. We’ll leave from Village Point 

Preserve Park at 7:45 a.m. 

May 18, 2024 

Annual Club Picnic 

Everyone loves a shrimp boil! Join SABCC at 

Silverhill’s Oscar Johnson Park at 11:00. Details 

will be shared at the April club meeting. 

May 25, 2024 

Silverhill Car Show 

Benefitting the Silverhill (Ala.) Veterans 

Memorial Organization, this judged show is 

open to all makes and models but offers a 

British class. The Brits always commandeer the 

southeast corner of Hwy. 104 and Co. Rd. 55, 

thanks to the Mardi Gras MG Club. Registration 

is $25 and the judging starts at 11:00. 

PBCA 
Show 

Club 
Meeting 

May 2024 
SU MO TUE WE TH FRI SAT 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
NO  CLUB 
MEETING 

Silverhill 
Show 

Club 
Picnic 

Cars & 
Coffee 

https://www.pbca1.com/show2024/show2024RegistrationForm.pdf
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Sparks 

Club and Member News 
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Brits Invade Colorful Covington 

story by Noel Eagleson 

photos by Robb Ogletree 

The British Motoring club of New Orleans has 

been looking for a 

new location to host 

their annual show 

and finally settled for 

downtown Coving-

ton, Louisiana. I'm 

sure this was not an 

easy decision to 

make and a lot of 

planning went into 

making this a perfect 

spot to display a 

wide array of classic 

British cars and mo-

torcycles. 

Our small convoy arrived safely and everyone 

was quickly directed to the designated parking 

area for their make/model. The quaint side 

streets with numerous arts and crafts shops, an-

tique stores and wide variety of hostelries to sat-

isfy most tastes buzzed with locals not normally 

used to seeing an invasion of this nature. 

Mother Nature cooperated providing a spring-

like day with sunshine and a slight breeze, just 

enough to make everyone feel comfortable as 

they walked around and talked to owners who 

were very willing to share the history of their 

cars, and many also allowed young children to 

sit in their cars for a memorable photo [Good on 

those owners!-Ed.] 

During the course of the afternoon, our club 

President, Ben Cummings, was approached by 

a member of the public who was extremely keen 

to do a swap for Ben's Diamond in the Rough ‘69 

Austin Healey Sprite. This transaction I under-

stand would involve an equally rough BMW 

2002. After much cogitation Ben decided not to 

transgress over to the dark side and trailer home 

a piece of Teutonic metal. Perhaps just as well, 

he may have been the shortest serving president 

in the club’s history! 

Competition in each class was extremely strong 

making judging a challenge in many cases; how-
Covington’s streets were lined with cars 

President Cummings’ Sprite was ready for its close-up 



ever club members did shine through and got to 

the podium. Bob Zabzdyr with his ubiquitous 

London taxi gained 1st against very stiff compe-

tition from several pristine Rolls-Royce and 

Bentley saloons. 

For most of us, bringing one car to a show can 

be a challenge, yet Jeff Herndon had three of his 
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Bob Zabzdyr shows his London Taxi to a guest 

Jeff Herndon’s TR3 

collection on display and gained two 1st-in-class 

places with a 1954 Jaguar XK120 and a recently 

restored 1957 Triumph TR3A. I particularly 

liked the dark British Racing Green TR. Jeff nev-

er ceases to amaze me with the attention to de-

tail and quality of each restoration. 

Robb Ogletree, with his always driven, never 

trailered 1962 black MGA roadster gained a very 

creditable 3rd-in-class against stiff competition. 

Yes, there were winners and losers but the most 

important aspect of attending a British car show 

is having a great day out, meeting old friends 

and making new acquaintances. And, who 

doesn’t love the Reliant Bond Bug [see below-Ed.]? 

Congratulations to BMCNO for having the cour-

age to make the move to Covington, let’s hope 

they will be back in the same location next year. 

Safety Fast! - Noel 

Far left, Robb Ogletree’s car on MGA row. 



A Strong Start for the Downtown 

Showdown  

According to Mac McNamara, the inaugural 

Downtown (Mobile) Showdown, put on by 

SABCC VP of Activities Max Menaker on April 

13, had quite a British representation amid other 

older and newer cars. Ed. appreciates Mac’s re-

port and photos! 

An older, right-hand-drive Land Rover Defender 

Modern MINI Countryman 

Keith Jarvis’ MGB Roadster 

David and Dannette Menaker’s modern Defender 

Jeff Herndon’s Jaguar XK120 was a class winner in Covington 

Mac McNamara’s Ford Anglia 

Don Pritchett’s Morris Special 
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There Was “Snow-thing” Else to 

Do 

story by Mason Blosser 

Sometimes you just have to make the most out 

of the situation. I’m Mason Blosser, SABCC’s 

defector to The Great North Woods of New 

Hampshire, and in early April I just wanted to 

take my 1979 MG Midget out for an evening. 

This may officially be “spring,” but with close to 

a foot of snow in the forecast for the coming 

week, one must take every chance one gets for a 

drive with the sun in the sky and no salt on the 

road (yet). 

Many fellow readers may be of the age to re-

member taking a date out in their little British 

car. It’s a tradition that should be continued by 

the next generations. Well, that is exactly what I 

and my girlfriend Cristina had in mind one chil-

ly Tuesday evening. After signing off from work 

and leaving the office and walking 10 feet or so 

to the kitchen (it’s tough working from home 

sometimes), I packed up a thermos of hot water 

and another with macaroni and cheese. While 

any day in a classic British car is a special occa-

sion, we opted to leave the caviar and cham-

pagne at home. 

The next task was probably the most difficult 

part—convincing Cristina to climb into the 

Midget with the top down, temps falling into 

the upper 40s, and the sun abandoning us to 

hide behind clouds. After much coaxing, she 

agreed but not without putting her hair up and 

grabbing a blanket to stay warm. I told her I had 

the heater on full, but that just resulted in an an-

noyed glance that risked putting the entire oper-

ation in jeopardy. 

The short three-mile drive to Lake Massabesic to 

the east side of Manchester, NH was a bit chilly 

but nothing a blanket and a warm coat couldn’t 

combat. We pulled up beside the water and 

pulled out our fancy dinner, careful not to el-

bow each other when reaching around the seats. 

We brewed our tea with the hot water from the 

thermos and some tea leaves we had recently 

picked up at the Fairhope Tea and Spice ex-

change when we were down for the Arts and 

Crafts festival. There’s nothing like a bit of home 

to warm the heart and the soul.  

We fumbled around with the thermos of maca-

roni and cheese, somehow managing to not spill 

the tea on ourselves or the radio. It was a tran-

quil experience to watch the rough and choppy 

water of the lake, a sign of the snowstorm to 

come. 

We departed the lake and decided to run by a 

local ice cream shop on the way home (as if we 

weren’t cold enough already). I couldn’t ar-

gue—I just wanted to drive the Midget a little 

more before retiring it to the garage and waiting 

for the storm to pass and the salt to wash off the 

roads. Overall it was a pleasant experience to 

step away from the busy-ness of life and have a 

small picnic dinner in an even smaller British 

car. It was cramped but we’re still young and 

flexible, and even if you aren’t I encourage you 

to take your car out as often as possible even if 

it’s just for a few miles, a cup of tea, or macaroni 

and cheese. 

The author in his MG at the 2022 British Car Festival. 



Spannering 

Advice on Repairs, Parts, and Services 
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  Is Your Engine Tired? 

story by John Twist, University Motors 

 (reprinted with permission of the author) 

I talk to a lot of MG owners about the condition 

of their engines. Over and over, I hear the 

phrase, “My engine is tired.” I tell them there is 

no such thing as a tired engine. The real 

question is: does your engine have what it needs 

to run well? Think of your own body – if you 

were thirsty, hungry, overheated, and 

constipated, would you feel great? Of course 

not! 

To give your engine more pep, consider these 

five factors that determine its health: 

1. Water leaks. Do the freeze plugs leak?  Is 

there a crack in the head or the block?  Is 

there a leak at the water pump, thermostat 

housing, heater control valve?  Many of 

these leaks are easily repaired, but not the 

cracked head or block. 

2. Oil consumption. Does the engine use too 

much oil?  What is too much?  Personally, 

anything more than about one quart per 

thousand miles is too much for me – but oil 

is much less expensive than engine work. 

The engine consumes oil because it leaks it or 

burns it. 

The engine might leak because the PCV 

system is plugged and the engine is 

pressurizing. It might leak because seals, 

gaskets, or fittings are faulty or loose. 

The engine might burn oil because the PCV 

system is plugged. It might burn oil because 

the valve guides are worn. Oil burning is 

almost always because the rings are faulty. 

3. Compression. The compression should be 

consistent within 10%. Faulty compression 

is usually caused by a burnt exhaust valve, 

but both the intake valves and compression 

rings can and do burn. 

4. Oil Pressure. The oil pressure on all our 

engines, TC through 1980 MGB should be 

about 75 psi running down the road (MGCs 

about 35). Low oil pressure is an indicator of 

wrong or diluted oil, a faulty oil pump, or 

worn bearings.  

5. Camshaft Condition. The lift at each lobe 

on the cam should be the same within 

0.010”. 

That’s it! No where in these factors can you find 

or use the word “tired.”  

Replacing the water pump is less expensive 

than rebuilding the engine. Fitting new oil rings 

is less expensive, too. So it goes for a valve 

grind or new bearings or a new cam. On the 

other hand, if three or four of these factors are 

faulty, one can make the case for an engine 

rebuild.  

Always approach each problem with the 

simplest, least expensive option first! 

[John Twist, an honorary member of SABCC, is one of 

the world’s leading authorities on all things MG, but 

much of his advice applies to all British cars. You can 

find more of his articles at his University Motors website. 

You can subscribe to his newsletters and get access to his 

weekly online tech sessions here.-Ed.] 

https://universitymotors.online/
https://universitymotorsltd.com/join-our-newsletter/


Pierre's Wisdom 

 Pierre Fontana 
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fields were rotten and shorted. But for around 

$90.00 I bought a new one - no exchange, no 

freight. eBay has a perfect solution, with this 

seller having a 99.9% satisfaction rating. The 

owner saves a lot. Please don't make the Chi-

nese mad.  

Pierre Fontana is a technical advisor for SABCC. This 

article was first published in May 2017. By the way, the 

even though the Nash Metropolitan was a product of the 

company which later became American Motors, and de-

signed in Wisconsin, it was built in the UK using Austin 

mechanical components and a body from Fisher & Ludlow 

(later Pressed Steel Fisher) which also produced bodies for 

most of the major British manufacturers.-Ed.  

Met Problems and Asian Dynamos 

A new-looking Nash Metropolitan was just pur-

chased by a future member (I hope, I’m trying!). 

My repairs on the Met were the tedious kind: 

electrical, making the turn indicators and other 

lights work. Since the turn signal switch is built 

into the horn button, it is a pain of careful sol-

dering. 

I gave the car a minor tune up, a good test drive 

and away it went, easy. Few minutes after he 

left, I received a call and he said, “guess what.” I 

was scared to think about how I could have 

screwed up. He said the left front wheel—drum 

and all—fell off. He had a wrecker coming and 

was going to try fixing it himself first. If not I 

would get it back. Moral of the story: Buy a new 

toy- check it over carefully.  

Next, I want to apologize for making fun of Chi-

nese parts. Most of what I’ve used lately are of 

very good quality—some better than original. 

As an example, a Triumph TR-4 A generator I 

looked at was beyond reasonable repairs. The 

All photos courtesy Pierre Fontana 

The Met with a nice-looking chrome bumper MGB 

Quality Asian generator 



Spare Parts 

News from the British Car World 
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MG Century: 100 Years—Safety 

Fast! by David Knowles 

reviewed by Rodney McDonald 

The preeminent living authority of all things 

related to the history of MG has written a book 

celebrating the marque’s centennial. MG Centu-

ry is the latest in a long 

line of MG volumes by 

David Knowles.  

Unusually, for an MG 

history, MG Century be-

gins with an in-depth 

telling of the early life of 

William Morris whose 

cars would contribute 

so much of their DNA 

to MG. Naturally, Cecil 

Kimber’s story—along 

with many other early 

pre-war MG luminaries 

are presented, too.  

One hundred years is 

quite a long time to cov-

er in a single volume 

but, Knowles’ research 

and access to personal papers of long-time MG 

employees brings to light details not commonly 

known. Photographs from the collection of 

MGA and MGB designer Syd Enever that have 

not been published before add much to MG 

Century.  

MG Century is divided into 10 chapters with 

each chapter roughly covering a decade in MG 

history. MG’s work during the second World 

War is presented in a detail not seen before.  

MG’s postwar golden age is written with an em-

phasis on what the North American market 

meant to company. Of course, the perennial un-

derfunding and “stepchild” treatment by top 

management of MG’s many parent companies 

in the 50s through the 70s is heartbreaking. 

What could this company have done with devel-

opment money and support? We can only imag-

ine.  

A constant theme of MG’s managers was find-

ing a way to produce desirable sporting cars us-

ing bits from more common models. This “make 

do” approach brought us 

so many beloved MG 

models and these stories 

are told here. 

Knowles guides us 

through the ever-

changing list of parent 

companies that called the 

shots for MG. From Mor-

ris to present-day SAIC, 

we are given a concise 

history of the long parade 

of owners of the marque 

and their impact. 

The current Chinese own-

ership is detailed along 

with the vehicles around 

the world currently carry-

ing the MG octagon. Surprisingly, much of the 

current MG vehicle design originates in SAIC’s 

London design office.  

Knowles openly laments the fact that the market 

that contributed so much to MG’s growth has 

been without new MGs since 1980. He expresses 

his hope that the North American market will 

one day be able to buy new MGs.  

We hope so, too! 

MG: 100 Years—Safety Fast! by David Knowles  

© 2024 Quarto Publishing Group USA   



 Auction Roundup: Modern MINIs 

(first generation) 

[As noted las month, Auction Roundup is highlighting 

MINI, the featured marque for SABCC’s show-Ed.] 

2002 MINI Cooper S 

Sold for $11,500 on Bring a Trailer 

This blue over grey Cooper was extensively modified by 

the seller, who apparently bought it with the intention of 

flipping it, adding only 900 miles to the clock. The buyer 

was a previous owner who admitted to sentimentality. 

2004 MINI Cooper S 

Sold for $7,200 on Cars and Bids 

While this yellow over grey car had a few minor 

imperfections, and almost 100k miles, it offered the 

desirable John Cooper Works tuning kit as an add-on, as 

well as a power sunroof, proving that an attractive 

example can be had for not a lot of money. Are these the 

modern entry-level British hobby cars? 

2002 MINI Cooper S 

Not Sold for $7,399 on Bring a Trailer 

Why did this car not sell? With only 42k miles, and 

finished in Chili Red over Panther Black leather, it had the 

correct (6-speed) transmission, the sunroof, an accident-

free history, and few flaws. Commenters just seemed to 

think the car was not special enough to justify a reserve 

above the high bid. Let’s hope the seller was able to make a 

deal after the auction ended. 
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British Car Festival regis-

tration is open! The form is 

available here. The fee is 

just $25 ($30 after Oct. 1). 

We also are signing up 

sponsors, and that form is 

here: 

• General Sponsors: $250 (three clas-

ses, name on banner, recognition at 

the show and in 12 months of news-

letters 

• Class Sponsors: $40 (one class, 

recognition in 12 monts of newslet-

ters) 

https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21AMXLaTgW6HHZtpU&id=3B7ED2CCB7FBCE91%2110055&cid=3B7ED2CCB7FBCE91&parId=root&parQt=sharedby&o=OneUp
https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21AEhsdetLt3sT2tI&id=3B7ED2CCB7FBCE91%2110051&cid=3B7ED2CCB7FBCE91&parId=root&parQt=sharedby&o=OneUp


Classifieds 
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2002 Jaguar XK8 

124,500 miles, garage kept, new top, new paint and in great condition. $10,500. [This car belongs to a 

friend of SABCC member Tony McLaughlin, and is in the Rock Creek Golf Club in Fairhope-Ed.] 

Jeff, 256-390-6437 

1965 MGB Roadster 

Restored to include rebuilt engine in 1990s. Recent work includes new clutch, radiator, hydraulic 

master cylinders, tie rod ends, and overdrive and transmission parts. Car has painted, knockoff wire 

wheels and good tires. Runs great. Lots of extra parts and accessories. Asking $15,000.  

Roger, 850-206-9811  



1971 Triumph TR6 

From the owner:  

Spark & Spanner, page 17 



1972 MGB 

I have decided to sell my waaaaayyy over re-

stored 1972 MGB for a number of reasons, 

health being the main one. The car received a 

bare metal restoration in 2009. The body was 

done by Continental Classic Cars in Moss Point, 

MS with the engine, transmission and overdrive 

all receiving a full, complete overhaul by our 

own Mike Darby. It has always fired up quickly 

even after a few months of not being driven and 

has been very reliable. I wouldn’t hesitate to do 

a trip with this car like Mike did a number of 

years ago with his MGA. 

I have extensive documentation for this vehicle, 

including receipts for all work done, BHMC 

Certificate and photo documentation. The car is 

the original Mallard Green. This car was re-

stored with no budget and an open checkbook 

and, while not a concours restoration in the 

strictest sense of the word, it has been restored 

to a level that is far beyond what the car was 

new. I’d like to offer it locally before putting it 

out nationally. The asking price is $25,000 and 

while not cheap is far, far less than I have invest-

ed in the car. Many more photos are available. 

It is available for a test drive an inspection on an 

appointment only basis as a friend is allowing 

me to store it with his large classic/antique car 

collection out near the airport. 

Ken McElhaney, Jr. 

251-401-4474 

jekadad@hotmail.com or 

Ken.mcelhaney@gmail.com 
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Andrea Bertagnolli 

Attention to Detail Lawn Service 

Baldwin County Victory Polaris 

Bay Area Printing 

Bodiford Automotive Services, Inc. 

C & D Wheeling & Dealing, Inc. 

Country Wagon 

David Turnipseed 

Douglas Kirkley 

Dr. Albert Corte 

Dr. Sam Saleeb 

Dueitt's Battery 

Eddie & Terry Toenes 

Flyaway Charters 

Gulf Coast Land Rover Club 

In Memory of Brad Klees 

Jarvis Law Firm 

Jim Smithey 

John George Clock & Jewelry 

John Liptak 

John Little 

Linda Ross 

Marine Technology Services, LLC 

MGMG 

Mike Schiebert & Michelle Patton 

Mr. Gene's Beans 

O'Reilly Auto Parts Daphne 

Robb & Elisabeth Ogletree 

StickIt2TheMax 

Taber's Toybox 

The Royal British Legion 

Tractor Supply 

W. R. Bishop 

Tom Schmitz, in 

memory of 

Jeanne Schmitz 

Caroline and 

George Brown 

 Ginger Black 

Thank you Sponsors! 

Cracked Nut 
Enterprises 

Brian Daly, in 

memory of Patricia 

Hervey, Neil and 

Betty Daly 

UPS Equipment & Battery Ser-
vices – Generators – Electrical 
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Weak and Rusty 

Michael King, Editor, Spark & Spanner 

Taking it from the Top 

Last month in this space I wrote about not let-

ting the seemingly small failings of your car go, 

lest you develop a sense of apathy which leads 

to overlooking bigger issues. I also mentioned I 

was doing some work on two of my Jaguars. 

I’m pleased to report two major projects are now 

done: 

• My 2011 Jaguar XFR  has a new headliner 

• My 2011 Jaguar XK has a new convertible top 

I thought you, dear reader, might want to see a 

few photos and hear about the work I had done. 

First, the process of selecting a shop: about three 

years ago, I asked SABCC members to send me 

suggestions of parts houses and repair shops, so 

that we could assemble a resource directory. I’ve 

since updated this, with input from PBCA mem-

bers. Eddie Toenes suggested Jesse’s Trim Shop, 

which happens to be very near my home. Jesse is 

a retired aviation technician and usually has at 

least one interesting car in his small shop, a one-

man operation.  

I met with Jesse and we agreed to start with my 

XFR. He said he would be able to match the grey 

Alcantara (synthetic suede) of the XFR, so I gave 

him time to order the material, When it arrived, 

he got the work done in one day—important, 

since the car is my daily driver. 

When I went to pick up the XFR, I dropped off 

the XK. I’d already ordered the new top online, 

and I’d left it with him when I dropped off the 

XFR, to give him time to get familiar with it. 

Since I only use the XK sporadically, I told him 

to take as long as he needed, which turned out to 

be two weeks. 

Jesse said even though he’d not done a Jaguar 

top for many years, the installation went 

smoothly and he learned a lot. He highly 

praised the quality of the top, which came from 

OEM+ Auto Tops, Inc., in California, an after-

market manufacturer. Their prices are very com-

petitive with the bigger brand names. 

So, two more jobs done, and two good results. 

Now what’s next? 

Top, the XFR’s headliner; middle and bottom, the XK. 
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South Alabama British Car Club 

PO Box 18036 

Mobile, AL 36618 

Spark & Spanner 

Find us on Facebook! Look for our Facebook 

page, South Alabama British Car Club, and 

our Facebook group, Friends of South Ala-

bama British Car Club. 
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Sublime to not-so-much . . . Don Pritchett spotted these two British vehicles at the Camellia Classic show at 

Bellingrath Gardens. On the left, we have the Morgan Aero 8, a modernization of the Morgan 4-wheeler known 

for its flowing lines. On the right, a 1959 Ford Anglia-based 4x4 finished (?) in blue and primer, missing its bon-

net. 

And now, for something completely different . . . 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/59690721805/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59690721805/

