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November	2020	
	
Dear	Donors	and	Friends	of	the	Dwelling	Place	Residents,		
	
The	year	is	drawing	to	a	close	and		the	effects	of	a	worldwide	COVID	health	crisis	has	had	a	profound	impact	on		
each	of	us.	It	has	been	a	year	of	personal	reflection	for	all	of	us	due	to	the	concerns	regarding	media,	politics,	
the	economy	,	faith		and	the	things	that	matter	most	to	each	of	us.		
	
We	feel	blessed	within	our	own	organization	to	have	had	a	seamless	transition	of	care	for	our	residents	in	their	
beautiful	 home	 of	 seven	 years.	 We	 thank	 Catholic	 Charities	 for	 their	 support	 and	 administrative	 assistance	
through	these	years.	On	October	1st	we	began		a	partnership	with	ILC	(	Independent	Living	Choices)	to	continue	
the	management	of	the	daily	operations	of	The	Dwelling	Place.	
		
The	 Board	 worked	 diligently	 with	 Catholic	 Charities	 to	 secure	 the	 best	 possible	 care	 for	 the	 residents	 by	
interviewing	 several	 qualified	 agencies.	We	 are	 excited	 to	 contract	 Independent	 Living	 Choices	 -	 a	 La	 Crosse-
based	agency	serving	multiple	Adult	Family	Homes	 in	 the	 region.	Known	 for	 their	 compassionate	and	person-
centered	 approach	 to	 care,	 ILC	 is	 in	 complete	 alignment	 with	 our	 founding	 core	 values	 and	 mission	 and	
committed	 to	 aging-in-	 place	 for	 our	 residents.	 They	 have	 retained	 the	 current	 staff,	 ensuring	 residents	 the	
continuity	of	care	they	are	familiar	with	and	can	rely	on.	
	
We	 remind	 ourselves	 of	 our	 goals	 when	 we	 established	 the	 opening	 of	 the	 Bridges	 of	 Belonging	 home	 on	
January	1,	2013.	The	four	original	residents	continue	to	call	The	Dwelling	Place	“home”	at	1810	Green	Bay	Street	
on	the	south	side	of	La	Crosse.	They	have	become	"family"	in	every	sense	of	the	word.	We	have	learned	from	
them	that	what	is	truly	important	in	life	is	belonging,	sharing,	forgiving	and	loving.		
	
Over	the	years,	we	have	recognized	that	the	on-going	financial	support	for	Adult	Family	Homes	(AFHs)	continues	
to	be	important.	Operational	and	transportation	costs	are	increasing	within	all	homes.		We	know	that	it	will	
require	a	continued	commitment	on	our	part	to	secure	the	future	of	the	home.	For	this	reason,	we	come	to	you	
with	this	request,	knowing	that	you	have	a	caring	heart	and	that	you	can	personally	make	a	difference	in	the	
lives	of	people	with	disabilities.	
	
Your	 generous	 tax	 deductible	 501(c)(3)	 contributions	 can	 be	 made	 either	 by	 check	 or	 online.	 You	 may	 also	
choose	to	become	a	sustaining	donor.	Please	have	checks	payable	to	Bridges	of	Belonging.	Our	mailing	address	
is	P.O.	Box	546,	La	Crosse,	WI,	54602-0546.	If	you	wish	to	donate	online,	our	website	is	bridgesofbelonging.org,	
There	you	will	see	a	“donate	now”	button	on	the	home	page.		
	
We	deeply	appreciate	your	generosity	and	willingness	to	walk		with	us	on	this	journey.		If	you	have	any	
questions	please	call	our	treasurer,	Joe	Welch,	at	608-769-7817.	
	
	

Bridges	of	Belonging	Board	of	Directors	
	

Dr.	Jeanette	Spilde,	President;	Tom	Ballinger,	Vice	President;	Julie	Pichler,	Secretary;	Joe	Welch,	Treasurer;		
Members:	Mary	Bakalars;	Annie	Berendes	Cushman;	Sister	Helen	Elsbernd;	Kay	M.	Mazza;	Heather	Quackenboss;		
and	Amy	Wood	

November 2023

Dear Donors and Friends,

We hope this finds you and yours well.

As we approach the end of this year, we have so much to reflect on. The Dwelling Place and The Bridges of 
Belonging Organization looks back on both personal loss and with hope into the future.

First and foremost, we are filled with love and friendship for the long legacy of Barb Durst 
who has passed on as of August 4th, 2023. Barb was able to be supported and cared for 
in the Bridges of Belonging home with hospice support and under the loving care of the 
ILC staff at the establishment she resided for the past ten years until her death. Barb was 
a treasured friend to all of us. She loved music, sports and had a contagious giggle. We 
cherish all the lessons, giggles and strength of faith shared within her journey. Her legacy 
always lives on in our hearts and minds.

For the first time now, after ten years in the Bridges of Belonging house there has been the opportunity for a 
new resident.

The Board and ILC worked together to prepare the house and gather 
candidates that could step in for long term aging in place residency. 
With that said, we introduce Sue Weber as our newest person to join the 
group as a resident. Sue is very active, has close family and friends and 
is fiercely independent, talented and has settled into the house smoothly 
since around the October time frame. We welcome Sue and all her family 
and friends with open arms and are thrilled to have her in this special 
location.

Over the years, we have recognized that the on-going financial sup-
port for Adult Family Homes (AFHs) continues to be important and ever 
changing. Operational and transportation costs are increasing within all 
homes. We know that it will require a continued commitment on our part to secure the future of the home. For 
this reason, we come to you with this annual request, knowing that you have a caring heart and that you can 
personally make a difference in the lives of people with disabilities. Your generous tax deductible 501(c)(3)  
contributions can be made either by check or online. You may also choose to become a sustaining donor. 
Please have checks payable to Bridges of Belonging using our self-addressed stamped envelope to mail to us. 
If you wish to donate online, our website is bridgesofbelonging.org, there you will see a “donate now” button on 
the home page. We deeply appreciate your generosity and willingness to walk with us on this journey. If you 
have any questions please call our Treasurer, Brendan Gargaro, at 608-468-7699.

May your season be bright and bold,

We thank you.
Bridges of Belonging


